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Church and Community Magazine of The Moorland Team



The Ministry Team

Team Rector The Rectory, 01364 716309

Rt Revd Mark Rylands Copperwood Close mark.rylands@mmuk.net
Ashburton, TQ13 7JQ

Team Vicar The Vicarage, Widecombe-in-the- | 01364 621334

Revd Geoffrey Fenton Moor, TQ13 7TF geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk

Associate Priest The Vicarage, 01364 661116

Revd Canon John Bennett lisington, TQ13 9RW isbkbennett@btinternet.com

Mission & Family Development Holne Vicarage, 07759578941

Worker Heidi Lewis Holne, TQ13 7RT heidi@moorlandteam.org.uk
Methodist Minister 01626 832369

Revd Kevin Hooke hookekp@hotmail.com
Curate 07355 354841

Revd Jenny Weigel jenny@moorlandteam.org.uk

Safeguarding: If you have a concern about the safety of someone or the actions of someone
working with children or vulnerable adults, please speak to someone:

Moorland Team Safeguarding Adviser - Judy Southcombe 01364 621520
Diocesan Safeguarding Team - SafeguardingEnquiry@exeter.anglican.org

Moorland Team Website: https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/safequarding
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One of my earliest memories is of picnicking at Bellever bridge around 1960, with my uncle,
aunt and cousins from their Milton Abbot farm, and my grandparents from Bovey. With such
happy childhood memories, | was very excited when Beth and | came to live on Dartmoor at
the end of July in 1980 — we moved into our little granite house in New Street in Chagford
when we came back from our honeymoon — | had a new job working for Fountain Forestry
at Poundsgate. And we loved it!

We loved the Moor, the granite, the people, being close to my grandparents, the sense of
belonging to a very special part of England. Frustratingly, after eight years my job took us to
Somerset and we left Dartmoor behind. And we missed it! When our children left home, we
looked at each other and said “Let’s go back to Dartmoor!” | started looking, and the part-
time Team Vicar post at Widecombe came up - it was perfect — we’'d be back on the Moor
and | could carry on running my business from “The Vicarage” (it might look a rather odd
business address, but the dawn chorus from the Dipper on the rock in river has been
amazing!)

When I'm asked why I'm so passionate about Dartmoor, | say “It’'s the people. The people
who live on the Moor really want to live here. Like me, they are passionate about it. Of
course it's a really tough place to earn a living — farming is tough, seasonal employment a
real rollercoaster — there are no passengers on the Moor. It’'s the people who make it! And
they are so kind and caring.” The people that visitors either take for granted or ignore - little
realising how the landscape, wildlife and attractions are wrought from hard labour by people
they never notice.

It's been my privilege over the past twelve years to get to know you. The self-effacing, the
characters, the quiet folk, the pub goers and the recluses. The dozens of people who put on
Widecombe Fair, take part in Phyl's Folies and the Moorland Merrymakers, who make up
the Widecombe Singers, run the halls, pubs, cafes and shops, Shallowford Farm, the
School, Pre-school, our magazines, Coffee Mornings and social events, etc. (Oh, and to get
to know the Green Hairstreak butterflies that have been so plentiful this year amongst the
gloriously flowering hawthorn.)

And to be there in times of joy like weddings and baptisms, and sadness like illness or
funerals. It's such a privilege being given a beautiful house to live in and a part-stipend to
help the finances. A privilege that has allowed me to build relationships with so many, and
to feel accepted as part of community life. If | have also encouraged people to be more
loving of God and their neighbours, then | guess my being here has not just been for my
benefit!

Sadly I'm now retiring and we are returning to Chagford. My last Sunday is 23rd July (p5).
Thank you for being so welcoming. I'll miss you all.

Geoffrey




Churchwardens

St Mary the Virgin, Holne with St Raphael, Huccaby

Gillian Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507 | stmaryvirgin2022@gmail.com
Anthony Parker as above as above straphael1868@gmail.com

St John the Baptist, Leusdon

Geoff Bamsey 26 Old Manor Close, Holne Cross, TQ13 7JF| 01364 652820 | geoff.bamsey486@gmail.com
Patrick Simpson Spitchwick Manor, Poundsgate, TQ13 7PB [ 01364 631209 | admin@bennah.co.uk

St Gabriel, Postbridge

Annie Smerdon 4A Oaktree Park, Sticklepath, EX20 2NB 01837 840201 | gerald.postbridge@btconnect.com
Wendy Watson Middle Merripit Farm, Postbridge, PL20 6TJ | 01822 880215 | wendy@merribridge.plus.com

St Pancras, Widecombe

Michael Pascoe

Wooder Bungalow, Widecombe, TQ13 7TR | 01364 621333 | pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk

St Andrews, Ashburton

Francis Parffrey Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA | 01364 654067 | francis.parffrey@gmail.com
Mike Lowrey 07900 893695 | mikeatchurch@btinternet.com
St Mary the Virgin, Bickington

Michael Hext 07458 359541 | grannypats.pats0@gmail.com
Peter Warren Rentor, Bickington 01626 821213 | pw.rentor@gmail.com

St Peter, Buckland in the Moor

Clare Caunter 01364 653234

Marie Jessop 01364 653234

St Michaels, lisington

Linda Hall 01626 821603 | lindamhall@outlook.com
Peter Dickinson 07801 042767 | peter@pmgd.com

For all editorial information - copy date, contact details etc. please see inside back cover.

BENEFICE OFFICE - Cassie will be in the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. She will be working remotely on
Thursdays. Office hours are 9.00am - 3.00pm

Telephone 01364 654280/07445240133 or email:admin@moorlandteam.org.uk
PARISH OFFICE - Email: parishoffice1@tiscali.co.uk

Moorland Team Officers

Treasurer | Francis Parffrey | Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA | 01364 654067 francis.parffrey@gmail.com
Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507 | stmaryvirgin2022@gmail.com
Judy Southcombe - 01364 621520

Secretary | Gillian Parker

Safeguarding Adviser judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk

admin@moorlandteam.org.uk

Team Administrator Cassie Long - 01364 654280
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Church News & Events

THANK YOU &
FAREWELL!

SUNDAY
23RD JULY 2023

_ This is Geoffrey’s last Sunday, when his annual
Thank-you Songs of Praise Services will have an extra dimension.
Not only will the services be celebrating the contributions of:
Flower arrangers, Bell ringers, PCC and Churchwardens, Sidespeople ,
Welcomers, Church Openers, Coffee and Refreshments Providers,
Readers, Contributors to Building Fabric and Maintenance, Cleaners,

Musicians, Village and Community, etc, etc.

But also they will combine giving thanks, with Geoffrey saying
"Farewell", after his almost 12 years in the Benefice.

The Services are as follows on Sunday 23rd July:
08:00 Widecombe Holy Communion BCP
10:30 Widecombe Thank you Service

(followed by a light lunch)

15:00 Leusdon Thank you Service
(followed by a Tea Party)

18:00 Postbridge Thank you Service
(followed by drinks and nibbles)

Anyone from across our Mission Community is welcome to attend
any of these services - just turn up!

Thank you.

Church News and Events 5



Introducing our new curate Jenny

Have you heard of Castle Colditz, the POW camp in
Germany, with all these original escape stories? You've
probably watched the film and there is even a board game
now called ‘Escape from Colditz. Well, this is where | come &8 |
from originally — Colditz, a lovely little town in rural Saxony, in "4
the east of Germany. It's in a similarly rural area and roughly
the same size as Ashburton, just with a big impressive
Renaissance Castle.

I'm Jenny, your new curate. You've probably picked up that
I'm German - don’t worry about trying to pronounce my
surname correctly. | moved to the UK in 2017 and have fallen
in love with the SW ever since. | grew up in a Christian family
in the Lutheran church in East Germany, just after the Wall
came down. It was an interesting experience, and that part of
German history has deeply impacted my family. I'm close to
my three siblings and four nieces and nephews, and travel
back home frequently to visit friends and family.

After doing my A-Levels, | did a gap year in Scotland at what
was then called Scottish Churches House, an ecumenical
conference centre in Dunblane. That's when | had my first
encounter with the Anglican church. One of my best
memories from that time is spending Christmas with the
Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church and building a massive snowman that was wearing his
bishop’s mitre. It was during that time that | felt drawn to study theology after returning to Germany.
My theology degree took seven (!) years to finish and me to Berlin, Vancouver and Tuebingen. Yes, |
have studied in the same places as Karl Barth and Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and loved every minute of it.
Theology is one of my great passions, and | love teaching and preaching, delving deep into scripture
and tradition. I've been to the Holy Land and recently went to Rome, and found it so inspiring and
humbling to trace the steps of some of these faithful witnesses, realising afresh that we are part of a
bigger story that has been going on for millennia. I've always been intrigued by the Old Testament
and the history of Ancient Israel, and so it probably won’t come as a surprise that | love Biblical
Hebrew and worked as a Hebrew tutor at Berlin University.

I never expected God to call me to the UK or to ordained ministry — that’s perhaps a story for another
time — but I'm deeply grateful that he did call me to work at St Mellitus College in Plymouth for the
past 6 years. As I'm writing these lines, | can still feel the sand on my toes from the surprise beach
BBQ that my team threw for me today as a leaving party on my last workday. One of the core values
of the college is what we call ‘Generous Orthodoxy’, the idea to live, worship and encounter the other
as generously as possible within orthodox boundaries, and this idea is deeply ingrained in my
identity. It's been my experience ever since | encountered a different form of Christianity during my
time at Regent College in Vancouver that worshipping in ways that initially feel alien and
uncomfortable actually takes me deeper into the mystery of God and massively enriches my spiritual
life and ultimately my relationship with the Lord.

Jenny with her parents and brother Lukas

Continued on page 7




Continued from page 6

If you're familiar with the enneagram, I'm a healthy type 2 — the considerate helper. | love being with
and care deeply for the people around me. | love hosting people, listening to their stories and walking
alongside them. Though | get energised from being with people, | also really value my downtime and
the best way for me to relax is with a jigsaw puzzle or book in winter and being out on my road bike
in the summer. I've already made the acquaintance with some of the hills around here — should have
bought an e-bike!
During my time in Berlin, | worked as a kids and youth pastor which has shaped my passion for
working with and ministering to young people and families. My vision and hope is for a church where
all age groups feel at home and worship together in lots of different ways and styles — you may call it
idealistic but that's what | long to see and will put my energy into fostering.
| can’t wait to get to know you all and feel so excited about starting this next chapter here in the
mission community. I'm getting ordained at Exeter Cathedral on 1st July at 3pm — there'll be a live
stream on the Diocese of Exeter Facebook page — and 2nd July will be my first Sunday here! | would
love your prayers for this time of transition now as | prepare for ordination and for my start here with
you in July.

Blessings, Jenny

An hour of quiet reflection
Postbridge Church

Tuesday 4th July at 7.30pm

Wide spacing Candlelight
Warm church  Silence
Taize music A few readings
Why not come along to relax, to unwind and to pray?

Meet at Widecombe Vicarage at 6.45pm if transport required.
More information from Revd Geoffrey Fenton, Widecombe Vicarage, 01364 621334

From the Registers

Baptism Leusdon 2nd April Morris Harry Charles Chapman
Wedding Leusdon 26th May ~ Wendy Saunders and Nathaniel Ashford

Rainfall in May 2023

Place Total Rainfall [Days without rain] Wettest Days B
Postbridge| 72.3mm (2.8”) 21 4th 18.7mm(0.7") “
(May 2022 - 77.8mm (3.1") NS

Holne 87.8mm (3.45") 5th 26mm (1.02")
Church News and Events 7
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Thursday mornings
11.00 -12.30pm
Term time only

Holne Village Hall
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by an adult
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4th July from 2pm

Raffle, tea or coffee and
biscuits for £3.

If there are any suggestions or
queries please ring

Judy Henderson on
01364 631461.

| look forward to seeing you.

7 Holne ,7
’ Second-Hand
Books

Hill Top, Butts Cross, Holne

If you have any books, CDs, DVDs and
jigsaws you can donate - please leave in
the porch or garage at Hiltop

Don't forget that you can buy books at any
time. Open most days and weekends

Mike and Gill Cunniam
01364 631152

Supporting Devon Air Ambulance and
Holne Community Projects

Holne Village Hall

Situated in the middle of the village,
near Church, shop and Inn, available to
hire at reasonable rates.

Medium sized hall with separate well
equipped kitchen. Sufficient chairs and
tables for any event.

Car parking adjacent to the Hall
Rates (per hour) £10 (£7 for locals)

Special rates sometimes available, for
more information or to book:
Please ring Nicky Bellamy on

01364 631323

Or email
holnevillagehallbooking@gmail.com
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For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services—see Page 22 for details

Date Time | Service
9th July 18.00 Holy Communion
16th July 09.00 Holy Communion at Huccaby
30th July 10.30 United Mission Community Service, Ashburton - picnic after

The author of Ecclesiastes in the Bible writes:

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”

(Some readers might remember that this was the refrain to the song “Turn! Turn! Turn: To everything
there is a season’, made popular in the 1960s by an American group, The Byrds and based on a
passage from Ecclesiastes.)

Ecclesiastes forms one of the ‘Wisdom’ books in the Bible along with Psalms, Proverbs, The Song of
Songs, and the Book of Job. Although it is not often read in church, it is the source of many of the
sayings still use today such as “Cast your bread upon the waters” and “every evil under the sun”. It
is also about life and how uncertain life can be, but whatever is thrown at us, what matters is how we
respond to both the good and the challenges.

We are encouraged to enjoy the gifts that God gives us but to remember that success or wealth can
all be taken from us in an instance. Similarly, pain and suffering are an inevitable part of being
human, and there is nothing we can do about it.

What Christians believe is that “to those who love God, who are called according to his plan,
everything that happens fits into a pattern for good”. In other words, to those who love God and are
doing their best to obey his commands, even though bad/sad/evil/wicked things will touch our lives,
God will use them to ultimately bring about good, both in our lives and in the world.

Finally, talking of there being a season for everything, this month we are saying “goodbye” to the
Reverend Geoffrey Fenton and his wife Beth. For the last twelve years Geoffrey has been a
wonderful servant to the parishioners of the Ashburton and Moorland Team.

We are particularly grateful for all the Geoffrey did at Holne following Corynne’s retirement, whilst
also holding the fort across the wider area. As a relatively new and struggling churchwarden,
Geoffrey was generous with his time for me, and his and Beth’s friendship was much appreciated.
On behalf of everyone at Holne, | wish them both a long, healthy, and happy retirement.

Gtllian

HOLNE VILLAGE HALL SOUP & CHEESE LUNCH [
the next lunch will be on Friday 7th July at 12.30pm W

! Please ring Maggie Arden on 01364 631438 for further information

Holne 9
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ARB Approved
CONTRACTOR/

Arboriculture
Tree Consultancy & Decay Testing
Woodland & Estate Conservation

Biodiversity & Habitat Restoration
Management Plans

Aran Kimberlee
BSc (Hons) Arboriculture, M Arbor A, PTI

aran@dartforesttrees.co.uk

Ashburton Chimney Sweep
* Open fires

* Woodburning &
multifuel stoves

* Nests removed

* Cowls fitted

7 Available for Weddings

Very clean Expetienced
Reasonable rates
Satisfaction Guaranteed

For your free quote, please call

lartforestt K Tel: 01364 653440 %iﬁ%
www.dartroresttrees.co.u jeaabason
Holne Community Shop
Summer Opening Hours
w\‘im.
d 4
&)\—Jmmapr@ \

OPENING HOURS

.30 - 5pm DAIL 2 %,
11 - S5pm SUNDAYS// & &Q'o"\ %$ %\
=/ 72NN
& g g \
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For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services—see Page 22 for details

W.R.LT.E.R.S. - a prayer for Link contributors
Dear Lord, help us:

Write and edit the words that you want us to share. You have called us to this mission, please guide
us to the message you've chosen specifically for us to deliver.

Read scripture so we may stay grounded in you. May your words wash over us and remain in us as
we produce our magazines.

Invest in our craft of writing and editing. Help guide us to be able to be better at what we do.

Treat our writing and editing as a blessing not a drudgery. Remind us that you called us to this and
we can trust you'll equip us for the task at hand.

Exude the love of Christ in our words and actions to others and especially to our friends
Remember we all start with the same blank page that's waiting for us to add words to it. Nobody
has a secret on how to skip that first empty page with the blinking cursor staring at you.

Say a prayer of gratitude for the gift you've given us to encourage, teach and inspire others through
our Link magazine.

And talking of our Link magazine - part of a very special thanks to Geoffrey — see below:

Farewell to Geoffrey

Perhaps therefore time this month for a reminisce!

Gillian and | arrived at St Raphael’s just after Geoffrey was appointed as incumbent at Widecombe.
So, twelve years of memories and friendship with both Geoffrey and Beth. But better not forget ‘the
girls’. (Christmas Day 2012 our first Christmas Service - at Postbridge and even with a small
congregation — daughters could sing wonderfully!)

Throughout all memories Geoffrey has held a strong sense of purpose, including what the role and
function of a rural Vicar should be. Both he and Beth have contributed widely to many community
organisations and of course to Widecombe School and Postbridge Pantomimes!

Some ‘challenges’ were overcome together — for example when in Widecombe vicarage, Geoffrey
and Beth — with Gillian and | - shared common concerns, worries and misfortune.

And then, ‘rescuing’ of the Link Magazine. From 2018 into 2019 a departure of a long-time editor led
to a scrambling to get a first new edition off the ground. Better not to wither on the vine — so to
speak. | do remember receiving several spread sheets from Geoffrey, with current magazine
advertisers and their contracts as well as current contributors and their details. My task was simply
to clarify and chase old records. Geoffrey, however had to design and edit the ‘new’ magazine. The
fact you may be reading this is testimony to his success.

Together we contributed to a significant Benefice magazine review in recent years - to identify the
actual purpose of magazines, (yes plural), in the Benefice. Some progress was made, but as our
Benefice appears to expand there maybe, perhaps some more work to be done?

Enough of personal reminiscences. I'm sure all would join me in wishing you both, Geoffrey and
Beth, (and the girls!) every blessing for the future.

Tony Parker

Huccaby 11



Mike Gilbert
Architectural Design.

Design & drawings for Planning /
Building Regulation approva
Extensions, alterations &
new buildings.
Residential and commercial.
Established 20 years.

Free Initial consultation

Tel 01364 631031

Email: designdrawings@btinternet.com
Website: www.plans2build.net

Morris Bros.
Funeral Directors

Established in 1870

Your local independent Funeral Director is
owned & run by the fifth generation of the
Morris Family. Simon & Lucie Luke. We
provide a qualified, professional & sensitive
service to the people of Tavistock &
surrounding areas. Simon & Lucie live on
site at The Old Bedford Foundry providing
you with a very personal service regardless
of'the time of day or night. Call for a 24 hour
service on

01822 612023

The Old Bedford Foundry
Lakeside, Tavistock P1L19 0AZ

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

County Cleansing

L1 Mm 1 T E D

Septic Tanks - Sewage Systems - Cesspits

Septic Tanks Emptied
Competitive Rates

01364 653900 or 07976 561906

Professional Reliable Clean Service
Specially Adapted Vehicle for the Devon Lanes

24/7 Emergency Call out

Contact Simon Fisher

8 Fairfield Road, Kingskerswell, Newton Abbot, TQ12 5HQ
countycleansing@btinternet.com

SPIKE MILTON TIMBER SERVICES

o Forestry

o Treesurgery

¢ Firewood

o Fencing

¢ Timber bought &
sold

Specialising in on site mobile saw milling: we can
fell it, we can extract it, we can mill it.

T:01364 621581 M:07773428701
E:Spikemiltontimberservices @gmail.com

Moorland Parish Link Online
This edition of the Moorland Parish Link (and previous editions) can be downloaded from:

https://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/parish_link/index.php

https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/magazine-%26-notice-sheets

12
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ASHBURTON AND BUCKFASTLEIGH
HOSPITAL LEAGUE OF FRIENDS

REG. CHARITY NO. 900416

Are you interested in helping your local
community?
If so why not come and join your local
League of Friends.

Our object is to relieve patients, former
patients and those in our community who
are convalescent, disabled, handicapped or
infirm and generally to support the work of
our local hospital.

For further information please contact us on:
07814 365531 or email
ashburtonleagueoffriends@outlook.com

ST ANDREW'S CHURCH HALL
WEST STREET | ASHBURTON | TQu3 7DT
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Come along!
Have a drink, have a chat and browse!
Various stalls, including fairtrade and crafts.

INFO/BOOKING: 01364 653517

Ashburton Food Bank

A CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE FOR
ALL IN FOOD NEED

Covering Ashburton and surrounding
villages and hamlets

WE WILL CONTINUE TO OFFER A
DELIVERY SERVICE

If you require food please phone: 07767
453844 and leave a message with your
name, number in household, any pets,
telephone number and address. We will
deliver to you as quickly as possible.

Should you prefer to collect food, please
phone and we will find a suitable time and
let you know.

D ASH NEIGHBOURS

HELPING
NEIGHBOURS

District of Ashburton
Surgery Help Line

REG. CHARITY NO. 1116549

DASH is an independent Ashburton Charity, existing
solely to provide transport for patients of Ashburton
Surgery.

The journeys we undertake are either to medical

appointments or o deliver prescriptions to patients’
homes.

If you would like to help DASH as a volunteer,
please call 01364 653335 10am-noon, Mon-Fri; leave
message at other times.

Huccaby 13
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Installation . JService . Maintenance

For all your plumbing & heating requirements

* ALL PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN INC. PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIES — FITRATION & PH CORRECTION

e OIL & SOLID FUEL CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS.

o REPLACEMENT OIL TANK INSTALLATIONS INC. CONSTRUCTION OF TANK BASES

o NEW BATHROOM REFURBISHMENTS — FULL INSTALLATION PACKAGE TO INC. WETROOMS &
UNDERFLOOR HEATING.

» OIL BOILER SERVICING / BREAKDOWN REPAIRS INC. AGA, RAYBURN, HERTIAGE & STANLEY.

M T P Services UTD

Contact Sam or Martin on 01822 880318

Email: mtpservicesltd@live.co.uk
0'... Clinical ﬁ $ k&) ?{
! Reflexology . YOGA WITH IONE
For health & wellbeing

LEUSDON MEMORIAL HALL
Established treatment for reduction of

. . CORE YOGA
stress, anxiety, a boost to the immune
system, pain relief, & improved sleep. TUESDAYS 6.30PM - 7.30PM

OVER 50s YOGA
THURSDAYS 10.30-11.30AM

o
¥~ "
‘ ; JOIN WEEKLY FOR
E . g ’ STRETCHING, STRENGTHENING
i A

V! 4 & THE SPACE TO UNWIND
| K

Mobile service offering treatments

£

iy
: EMAIL OR WEBSITE FOR BOOKING

in your own environment IONE@IONEFITZPATRICK.COM
Julie Boxall PGCE, ITEC, MFHT IONEFITZPATRICK.COM
07977 359347

jboxallreflexology@gmail.com k
Registered and fully insured

14
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St John the Baptist, Leusdon

For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services—see Page 22 for details

Date Time | Service
2nd July 16.00 | Animal Service
9th July 12.00 | Parish Communion
16th July 12.00 | Parish Communion
23rd July 15.00 | Thank You Service
30th July 10.30 ] United Mission Community Service, Ashburton - picnic after

Leusdon Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time — an

opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.

All our services can be downloaded from https:/ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/services-to-download

Any queries, please contact Revd Geoffrey Fenton (Team Vicar) 01364 621334
eoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk

Leusdon Memorial Hall

Centenary year 1923-2023
We held our AGM on 6t June 2023, all committee member attended and were re-elected, in addition
we are joined by Kelly Aires who has a particular interest in social media and reaching out to all
members of our community. We are very pleased to welcome Kelly and hope she will enjoy being
part of our team. You can read my report to the AGM below.
Our next coffee morning is on Wednesday 5t July 10.00am -12.00 noon, it would be good to see
you there.
There will be the usual Whist at Leusdon on Monday 10t July with the lunch at 1.00pm followed by
whist at 2.00pm.
We have now fixed the date and time for our Centenary Celebration it will be Friday 20th October
starting at 2.00pm. We are still working on the format but hope to make it informative, accessible
and enjoyable, more details will follow.
You can now keep up to date by visiting Leusdon Memorial Hall Facebook page to get details of
events in the Hall, thanks to our social media team.
Should you wish to book the Hall, it is available for hire at £10.00 per hour, there are special rates
for regular users. Further details can be obtained by contacting our booking secretary:
Amanda Routley on 01364 631432
e mail: leusdonmemorialhall@yahoo.com
Tables at the Coffee Morning can be booked for £5 per table per session, please either book these
by using the details above or coming to see us at the coffee morning.
In the meantime, if anyone would like to discuss any aspect of the Hall please contact myself or any
committee member.
My contact details are; John Southcombe e mail: johnsouthcombe@hotmail.com

Leusdon Memorial Hall charity no.300887
(continued on page 17)
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01392 204 800
@ RObert robertwilliams.co.uk 0®
‘11 sales@robertwilliams.co.uk
V WllllamS lettings@robertwilliams.co.uk
SALES | LETTINGS | AUCTIONS 2 Southernhay West, Exeter, Devon EX11IG

selling and auctioning homes on Dartmoor for
a third of a century and providing valuation
advice for probate, matrimonial and other
professional purposes
RICHARD COPUS FNAVA FNAEA (Honoured) CPEA
Tel: 07766 335344

E-mail: richard@robertwilliams.co.uk
Web site: www.robertwilliams.co.uk

A
Our man on the

Moor, Richard
Copus has over 30

years unrivalled COVERING THE WHOLE OF DEVON FROM THE HEART OF DEVON’S
experience of COUNTY TOWN, 2 SOUTHERNHAY WEST, EXETER, EX1 1JG

Dartmoor

Properties

with 70 associated offices in the south-west and a London connection

Lora K Fielding M.H Perry

www.acleanpair.co.uk
info@acleanpair.co.uk

Plumbing and Heating Engineer

Homes, Offices &
Builders’ Cleans

Carpets & Upholstery OFTEC registered
Holiday Homes &

Rented Properties
Laundry Service Dartmoor Based

Care in the Community

All aspects of plumbing and heating works undertaken.

Oil Boilers Installed and Serviced
* Trustworthy and Reliable
* Exceptional Quality
* Meticulous Attention to Detail
* Fully insured

TEECRAA VI | Call Mark on - Mobile 07860 746310

Full Bathroom Installation Service

Est. 2005



http://www.acleanpair.co.uk/

(continued from page 15)

Chairman’s report to the AGM 2023
[ would like to thank all the Committee members for their help and support in the past twelve months,
in addition it has been satisfying that several people not on the committee have been very supportive
in the areas of social media which has grown to 250 followers, as well as this we have received
support at Royal celebrations, preparations for our centenary and completion of risk assessments. |
would also like to thank Rev. Geoffrey Fenton for his support of the Hall in the 12 years he has been
our Vicar. | wish him and Beth a long and happy retirement.
Bookings for the Hall have continued to recover post pandemic and have averaged £300.00 per
month. Most activities have resumed and are gradually increasing in popularity.
The coffee mornings and whist are taking place monthly, as well as providing a social hub for the
community, they are also raising much needed funds. They have averaged £200.00 per month. In
December the Moorland Merrymakers performed their Panto which was very well received and in the
conventional format. It was great to see them all back as they approach their 60t anniversary next
year, they have been great supporters of the Hall for all these years.
During the year the Hall has also been the venue of Weddings, Wakes, Birthday Parties,
Christenings, and many other Community events. The Hall is a valuable resource for the whole
Parish. The Parish Council is having alternate meetings here. As usual a commemoration was held
here in November to remember the people who died in both world wars, this is important to
remember as, without their sacrifice, neither the Hall or us would be here.
This year we celebrate our 100t anniversary with a function in October.
As we enter our second centenary we face many challenges and opportunities, none of us know
what the future holds for our Community however it is fairly certain that the makeup of the inhabitants
will continue to change as will communication methods and activities.
Itis important for the Hall to remain relevant so that we attract more members on the committee who
represent the diversity of the area as well as building on our current events and introducing new
innovative activities to sustain interest.
John Southcombe
Chairman Leusdon Memorial Hall, charity no 300887

The Fentons

The Reverend Geoffrey Fenton has been taking services at Leusdon Church
for many years. Eventually he took overall responsibility for Widecombe with
Postbridge and for Leusdon. This has proved to be a very satisfactory
arrangement for all three churches. It provides a local point of contact for all
parishioners who are also likely to see him at local events such as
Widecombe History Group, Leusdon Coffee Morning etc. His Ministry has
been a great success as he has acquired a deep understanding of the local
population and knew the parishes before he was ordained when he worked
for Fountain Forestry at Spitchwick.

He excelled on special occasions such as weddings, baptisms and funerals.

His pastoral role was conducted in a most appropriate manner providing unique comfort for the
seriously ill or bereaved. He took an interest in church bell ringing and his musical skill has been of
great value. Here it is appropriate to mention the tremendous musical contribution his wife, Beth has
made by playing the organ for services at Leusdon and running a weekly choir practice for church
singers. We don’t know what the future holds, but his successor has a hard act to follow. Leusdon
Church is extremely grateful for the benefits the Fentons have given us.

We wish them every happiness in their retirement. We shall miss them!

The Churchwardens
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Rochelles Curtains and Blinds EST 1989

(now based on Dartmoor, in the South Hams & Exeter)

* Custom made curtains and blinds + Tracks and poles

* Free measuring & consultation service « All types of blinds

* Wide selection of fabrics to choose from « 25+ years experience
* We also make with your own fabrics * Alterations

* In house making service « Fitting service

Tel: 01626 270076 Mobile: 07525 618286
email address: phil-kendall@hotmail.co.uk

Scott’s Chainsaw Carvings
scottschainsawcarvings.co.uk

“%°% Great gift ideas, custom made relating to hobbies and interests
Make features of old tree stumps
or add an individual addition to your garden

e 007786 355682 « mfo@scottschamsawcarvmgs co.uk

News from the East Shallowford Trust Shallowford, ra%n

moking Aint differonc

“What breed of dog is that” said a lad of about eight years old pointing at the two month old Friesian
calves.

“Why does the moss smell like frogs?” said another teenager sticking their nose into a heap of rich
moss from Dartmoor, transported to Clapham Junction.

Yes, we took a little slice of Dartmoor to Providence House about 100 metres from Clapham Junction
train station. A host of wonderful farmers came to talk about the sunbathing piglets who enjoyed the
fuss, nosing the backs of hands before slumbering into a cheerful line resembling pre-made
sausages buried in golden straw. The calves dosed carelessly or frisked around their little pen. The
two patient ewes demonstrated how lambs can lift them off their back feet as they tuck in for milk,
whilst the chicks which on arrival had been five days old, grew their tail feathers within a day, but
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C D

For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services—see Page 22 for details

A W

Date Time | Service
4th July 19.30 | An Hour of Quiet Reflection
9th July 09.00 | Holy Communion BCP
23rd July 18.00 | Thank You Service
30th July 10.30 | United Mission Community Service, Ashburton - picnic after

Postbridge Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time — an
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.

All our services can be downloaded from https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/services-to-download
Any queries, please contact Revd Geoffrey Fenton (Team Vicar) 01364 621334

POSTBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL || Postbridge Coffee Morning

Welcome you all to our monthly
Coffee Shop, Mini Market

and Plant Stall The next coLfeledmornlng will be
Monday 17th July 11.00am - 12.30pm elaon
Raffle, Stalls - local meat, produce, Monday 3rd July at 11am
cards, books, puzzles, craft etc in Postbridge ViIIage Hall

If you are interested in bringing your
stall, Charity or Trade

please call Sue on 01822 880223 Maureen

(continued from page 18)
were still cute enough to inspire, “Please, please can | hold one?” To our total delight, on Tuesday,
the Duchess of Edinburgh appeared as if by magic to mingle and inspire the children even more,
engaging in every activity as much as the children.
The learning for many was phenomenal, as most of the 2,000 people that passed through the event
: , _, only have a cartoon image of real animals. “They don’t look real” said
w ' - one lad, trying to find the words to articulate his surprise and
excitement.
Every single child spun wool to make their first ever wrist band from
yes... ‘real wool from a sheep’. All learned that moss is responsible
for most of the oxygen in our atmosphere (well... in primordial times),
how peat sucks up the carbon we are releasing with abandon into the
atmosphere. The sounds and textures of Dartmoor were heard and
felt with shrieks of glee through some inventive interactive boxes and tin cans put together by DNP.
Concepts of ‘slowing the flow’ to restore our bogs and wet-lands were demonstrated with pipes and
sponges by Peatland Partnership, whilst the Foundation for Common Land drew in the similarities
between Clapham Common and Dartmoor. (Continued on page 21)
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"”-z 'Darbmoor
alservices

-Dry stone walling-
- Operated digger hire (various sizes)-

-for landscaping, ditching, track repairs etc-
- Devon banks restored-
-Agricultural fencing & gates-

high standards of work undertaken

Tel Matt Storrs 07508 043 703 or
matt@dartmoor-rural-services.co.uk

o

K DECORATING

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

PAINTER & DECORATOR

FREE QUOTES REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Kevin Teague
Tel:

Denbury
07810 262744 or 01803 813685

mole Problems,

For an VeffiC|ent, humane

Mole Catching Service
in your area, that really works....!

Competitive prices.

Call Mick
Tel 01647 221357

Email mickc911@gmail.com

COMPUTER SERVICES

e Desktops and laptops supplied,
upgraded, optimised, mended.

e Printers, wi-fi, networking, broadband —
supplied, installed, checked, upgraded.

e Changeover service to help you move
from an old to a new computer.

e Advice and support for your computer
problems.

Local, friendly, professional, unbiased.

Home visits or remote link-ups, including
evenings or weekends, to suit you.

Contact lan Gunter on (01364) 515828

SOPHIE EDMONDS
MASSAGE THERAPY
BSC (Hons), RGN, ITEC, Federation of Holistic Therapists

Experienced health care professional offering
massage for general relaxation & deep tissue
treatments for pain & injury relief

Located in Widecombe-in-the-Moor or mobile
on request.

T:01364 621581 M:07875 923981
720

Powdermills Pottery

Between Postbridge - Two Bridges
Cream Teas
Dartmoor Pots

Pottery Courses

Weekends 10.30am - 5pm
Last tea 4.30pm

www.powdermillspottery.com
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POSTBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

Meetings
Parties

Available
for Hire

The Old Giapper Bridge, Posioridge
Special rate for Postbridge Residents
For more information on booking visit:
https://postbridgevillagehall. weebly.com/bookings.htmi
or call Sarah Drew on 01822 880332

Buckland-in-the-Moor A Summer
Whist Evening

~ 12.30pm Optional ~ * With Music and Wine

soup and a roll lunch £2 at

2.00pm Whist £3 including half-time
refreshments draw

Thursday 10th August
Buckland in the Moor Church

Thursday 27th July 0 N
Whist every fourth Thursday in the (b J % ‘]
month.
(Continued from page 19)

The chlldren 00 d and ahh’d at the bright pictures of caterpillars being transformed into amazing
= ‘ butterflies by Butterfly Conservation and on the VIP Thursday night,

becoming a butterfly.
It was fun with groups of 10/12
having around eight minutes on
each stall and the repetition of
delighted engagement whirred

~ around and around ..."how old do
you think this chick is, if this is the size of the egg it came from?’ ‘A
chick comes from an egg?'..... There was a lot of learning, a lot of
disbelief, a lot of excitement and it was fun, it was mad. In the end it 4
was all about community. If ever anyone questions that people need to understand the land,
understand that we are part of the world on which we depend this event proved the point. Humans
must not disengage with the natural world, it’s the very essence on which we survive.

Link to Radio 4 Farming Today: who visited the event: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001mlyl
Photos by Nick Cornwall. Thank you to all (who are uncountable) who helped! Julla
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Church Services for July 2023

2nd July Trinity 4 Green
Readings - Genesis 22.1-14, Psalm 13, Romans 6.12-23, Matthew 10.40-42

Widecombe 10.30 Pet Service Ashburton 08.00 Holy Communion
Leusdon 16.00  Animal Service Bickington 09.00 Holy Communion

Ashburton 10.30 Family Service + Baptism
Confirmation Service with Bishop
Robert

Ashburton 10.30 Morning Worship, Town Hall *

Buckland 15.00 Thank You Cream Tea, Village Hall
4th July An Hour of Quiet Reflection
Postbridge  19.30  Quiet Reflection

8th July

. 14.00- .
Location thc 16.00 Messy Church Picnic

9th July Trinity 5 Green

Readings - Genesis 24.34-38,42-49, 58-67, Psalm 45.10-17, or Canticle:Song of Solomon2.8-13, Romans 7.15-25a,
Matthew 11.16-19,25-30

Postbridge  09.00  Holy Communion BCP lisington 08.00 Holy Communion

lisington 10.30

Widecombe 10.30 Parish Communion Ashburton 10.30 Parish Communion

Leusdon 12.00  Parish Communion lisington 10.30 Family Pet Service
Exminster 10.30 Joining Exminster Methodists *
Holne 18.00 Holy Communion

16th July Trinity 6 Green

Readings - Genesis 25.19-34, Psalm 119.105-112, Romans 8.1-11, Matthew 13.1-9,18-23

Widecombe 10.30 Parish Communion Huccaby 09.00 Holy Communion

Leusdon 12.00 Parish Communion Bickington 10.30 Morning Worship
lIsington 10.30 Holy Communion

Ashburton 10.30 All Age Communion
Buckland 15.00 Holy Communion
Ashburton 18.30 Celtic Reflective Taize Service, St
Petrocs, East Street*
23rd July Trinity 7 Green
Readings - Genesis 28.10-19a, Psalm 139.1-11,23,24* Romans 8.12-25, Matthew 13.24-30,36-43
Widecombe 08.00 Holy Communion BCP Ashburton 09.15 Breakfast Church, Church Hall*
Widecombe 10.30 Thank You Service Ashburton 10.30 Parish Communion
Leusdon 15.00 Thank You Service lisington 10.30 Morning Praise
Postbridge  18.00  Thank You Service
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Thursday 27th
Ashburton [18.30 Outdoor Communion, Churchyard *

Sunday 30th Trinity 8 Green
Readings - Genesis 29.15-28, Psalm 105.1-11,45b* or Psalm 128, Romans 8.26-39, Matthew 13.31-33,44-52
Ashburton 10.30 United Mission Community Service, followed by picnic on St Andrew’s Green

* Service led by Ashburton Methodists. All are welcome.

C )

There is a service of —— Communion at home
Holy Communion every Wednesday at If you would like to receive Home
10.30 Communion please contact Mark or
at St. Andrew’s Church in Ashburton Geoffrey.
You will be most welcome!. @ (see page 2 for contact details)
July 2023 Page July 2023 Page
ang | Newbridge Conservation 35 | |12th | Dunstone Charity Lunch 35
Open Day - Poundsgate
2nd | Tidy Princetown session 40 13th | Widecombe Ladies Social 31
3rd | Postbridge Coffee Morning 19 15th Bickington Community 39
Lunch
4th | Quiet Reflection 7 16th | Parish Link Copy Deadline | 43
4th | Holne Whist 8 17th | Postbridge Mini-Market 19
4th | Princetown History Group 37 21st | Music in Country Churches | 24
5th | Leusdon Coffee Morning 15 25th | Dartmoor Forest PC 40
: : Songs of Dartmoor -
5th | Widecombe History Group 29 27th Widecombe Church 25
5th | High Moorland WI 35 27th | Buckland Whist 21
7th | Holne Soup & Cheese lunch | 9 August Forthcoming events
8th | Widecombe Handbells 27 | |atn | Bickington Goodwil 38
Pastie & Cider
10th | Leusdon Whist 15 10th | Evening Music 21
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-in-the-Moor
St Pancras Church, TQ13 7TA
21st July 2023 at 6.30pm

Programme and Tickets at IE__ (]
www.ticketsource.co.uk/micc gy
or scan the QR code :




St Pancras, Widecombe-in-the-Moor

For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services—see Page 22 for details

Date Time Sidesperson | Coffee Flowers
2nd July 10.30 Dawn Emily & Will Dracup Kris Blood
9th July 10.30 Beth Rose McAfee Kris Blood
16th July 10.30 Penny Philly & Michael Marian
23rd July 08.00/10.30 |Ronnie & Clare |Team PCC Marian
30th July 10.30 United Mission Community Service, Ashburton - picnic after

Widecombe Church is open all day, every day, 9-5. You are welcome to visit at any time — an
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.

All our services can be downloaded from https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/services-to-download
Any queries, please contact Revd Geoffrey Fenton (Team Vicar) 01364 621334

geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk

St Pancras Church, - Widecombe in the Moor C 34
TICKETS £12 amail dafodwardssS@gmailcom tal 01364 62124

JINCAUSLEY.CO.UKC W/ JIMCAUSLEY

Jim Canseys
OUT NOW: sew siteam Soergs of Dot e

WIDECOMBE EDUCATIONAL
FOUNDATION

This local charity founded in 1635 to
help in the education of Parish
Residents under the age of 25 also
includes support for Widecombe primary
school activities.

The charity can, and does, give financial
assistance for anything to do with
education, training and work.

If you as an individual have need of
help, please contact Julia Young
(Administrator)

juliayoung644@btinternet.com or
The Vicar Geoffrey Fenton.
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Sales Sel_'vice Rentals ] Searle
www.jsearle.co.uk

Appliance Repairs Ond S@N oL |
Washing Machine, Tumble Dryers |

Dishwashers, Refrigeration =
All Manufactures . El
All your Electrical needs in one place.
Large showrooms for all Appliances from TV’s to Washing Machines,

TumbleDryers, Cookers and Fridge Freezers. Your Local Euronics Centre
Fast same day/next day FREE DELIVERY

Rental Centre:
‘Why buy when you can rent. Low monthly payments,
no service worries, keep up to date with upgrades .
Rentals subject to status.

43 FORE STREET BUCKFASTLIGH TQ11 0AA 01364 643242

\‘}

Q

»‘%A F Brown
& Sons Ltd

Including
» Stone Walling - Retaining Walls -+ Groundworks - Driveways

¢ Drainage & Irrigation -« Patios & Paths < Gates ¢ Fencing & Decking etc.

Family Business Since 1976 Company No0.3942610
Competitive Quotes Given, Full Insurance

Gatcombe Mill - Littlehempston - Totnes - TQ9 6LW

Office: Tel- 01803 864 871
Email: enquiries@afbrown-sons.co.uk
Web: www.afbrown-sons.co.uk

26



http://www.jsearle.co.uk/
https://www.afbrown-sons.co.uk/

Our PreSchool is set in the heart of
Widecombe with our base at Church House.
Here we have weekly music, yoga, cooking
and lots of exploring and play!

We also have a fantastic sensory garden,
space to dig, grow vegetables and pick fruit.

PreSchool (2-5years)

Tue 9:15am - 3pm
Wed 9:15am - 12:45pm
Fri 9:15am - 3pm
See website for fees and funding info.

Widdytots (Newborn-5years)
Parent & Child sessions
Mon 9-11:45am Relaxed informal
group with drinks and snacks.
£3 per child, £1 sibling.

Our outdoor classroom is run every
Wednesday in our new field nearby where
we cook over an open fire, hunt for bugs and

swing in the trees!

www.widecombepreschool.org.uk

Info@widecombepreschool.org.uk

(01364) 621273

‘Our children have both thrived at Widecombe exploring the various
outside spaces and taking adventure walks around the local fields’

Widecombe
Handbells

For anyone wishing to take up handbell
ringing please come along to the Church
House on
Saturday 8th July
10.00-11.00 am

Everyone welcome, all ages and abilities,
no need to read music

£2 donation to cover costs

éﬁ%

We plan to continue the handbells as a
regular monthly ringing as it would be
wonderful if a team could be ringing in 2025
to celebrate 100 years of handbell ringing in
Widecombe.

Widecombe & District Q'ﬂj

Sports Group
For membership renewals please email
cl.partridge@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 621468.
Alternatively membership forms can be found in
the noticeboard by the court.
Regular Bookings: Tuesday & Thursday: Tennis
Adults(16+)6.30 Under 16'swithabilityare welcome
to these sessions with a parent who is also playing.
For queries re tennis phone Di Cameron on
621218.
Please remembertowear softsoled shoesandto
leave the courttidy with the netreplaced. Reportany
damageimmediately to Claire Partridge (Secretary)
on621468. Close all gatesand replace the keys.
Formore information about WDSG visit
www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/sports group/
Thank you and enjoy your sportsarea.
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ANTON COAKER ENGLISH TIMBER LTD

Oak Beams or whole oak frames, Douglas Fir, Ash, Chestnut, Sycamore etc
Green oak etc cut to order, air-dried stock in various timbers, kiln dried to order

7 ALL ENGLISH TIMBER

Logs also supplied, either ready cut or skinny offcuts

SHERBERTON BEEF
Meat from OUR OWN ANIMALS sold direct to you, fresh or frozen

Sherberton Farm, Hexworthy
Tel. no. 01364 631276 or email wood@anton-coaker.co.uk

k-
 SAM HALLS PROFESSIONAL

TREE CARE
Qualified * Experienced * Tnsured
Your Local Tree Surgeons!

All Aspects of Tree Surgery

Hedge Works

Site Clearance

Stump Grinding

Seasoned Hardwood Logs
£5million public liability insurance

Call:'07553262329
Email: samhallsptc@hotmail.com
www.treesurgerydevon.uk

W%@K MAHONY

Qualified Gardener & Plantsman - Specialist Pruning

Telephone: 01364 631194. E—mail: nickplantsperson@btinternet.com
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A History oF DARTMOOR IN
TEN OBjECTS

Dartmoor National Park Archaeologist Andy Crab on some of the key
findings from ancient Dartmoor.

=.30PM, WEDNESDAY 5TH JULY

EvErRYONE WELCOME

m THE Hi1sToRIC CHuRcH House, Winecomee v THE Moor
DooRs OPEN 7PM FOR 7.30PM 5TART. £3 DONATION

Wipecomee History Grour

FOR EVERYONE INTERESTED IN DaRTMOOR AND DEVON
Caum Moo myy82y
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PILATES Widecombe Church House Management
For Health and Wellbeing Committee Chairman - Mike Pascoe

Friendly, fun classes, max 13 students, To book the Hall please contact Rose Morti-
beginners and improvers welcome. Exercises more 01364 631238.
taught in §Iow and mindful movemenltsl,,.to Rates of Hire (Local Events)
gradually improve your strength, flexibility,

overall mobility, balance and posture. Learn to Daytime £3.50 per hour
move more efficiently and be less prone to Evenings £5.00 per hour
injury, achieve a strong core, develop longer All Day £20.00

and leaner muscles, improve your tone and

. . These rates are for local non commercial
increase your overall sense of wellbeing.

events only. For other rates please ask the

ASHBURTON Town Hall bookings secretary.
Tuesday mornings Payment by cheque is preferred.
BUCKFASTLEIGH St Luke’s Cheques to be made payable to
Wednesday mornings Widecombe Church, House Fund and
ONLINE CLASSES sent to Sarah Reeve, Bonehill Cottage,
Thursday mornings Bonehill Lane, Widecombe-in-the-Moor,
To book a place in class contact: Faith Burch TQ137TD
07952 157585  faithburch1964@gmail.com For all other matters relating to the Church
Qualified with The Pilates Foundation House please contact Diana Cameron on
01364 621218

THE RUGGLESTONE INN

WIDECOMBE IN THE MOOR

Home from home with Cask ales. fine wines. local cider & country food.
Traditional Dartmoor Inn with an inviting atmosphere. all set in
a fabulous beer garden. with moorland brook.

ACCOMMODATION
Rugglestone Cottage set in the grounds of the inn offers two bedrooms.
open plan kitchen / living area and private patio.
Available all year round.

www.rugglestoneinn.co.uk

01364 621327
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The ‘unusual’ Military career of George Onions

George Onions had a “varied” Army career. He was born in
Bilston Staffordshire in 1883, Following work as a commercial
traveller, and spending three years in Australia he joined the 3rd
Hussars and was involved in the Easter Rising in 1916 in
Dublin.. Onions was commissioned into the Rifle Brigade in September 1916 but in December of the
same year was found to be absent without leave, court martialled and cashiered.

He immediately re-enlisted as a private in the Devonshire Regiment and was serving in France by
April 1917. On a foggy morning in August 1918, he was sent out with one colleague to contact the
battalion on their right flank. They encountered an enemy force and were able to capture the German
soldiers. Lance-Corporal Onions marched about 200 enemy prisoners in columns of four back to his
commanding officer. For his actions he was awarded the Victoria Cross. His colleague was awarded
the Distinguished Conduct Medal.

Private Onions applied to have his commission restored into the Rifle Brigade and this was granted.
He left the armed forces a week later. Following the end of the War, Onions found life as a civilian
difficult and in 1925 he was convicted of fraud but was dealt with leniently due to his military service.

In 1939 he took a commission as a Captain with the Royal Warwickshire Regiment but resigned in
1941.

At the age of 61 George Onions was killed in a motoring accident in 1944,

Davidl Ashman

Widecombe & District Widecombe Singers
Ladies Social Group

Thursday 13th July 6.30pm ||

if you want to join the Singers they
rehearse at

At LEY FARM ,Widecombe (Val The Church House, Widecombe

and Simon Tames) to see the on
magnificent garden. Tuesday evenings at 8pm
Meet at the Widecombe Car Park Admission £3
at 6.15 pm and we can car-share Telephone Rose 01364 631238 for
to lessen the parking at the farm. anymore details.....
3

No Draw will take place. =2

Phone Rose for more detail. W .y @ w @

01364 631238 Add Your Voice
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CHRISTOPHERS'

O

FAMILY FUNERALS

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

01364 654065

INDEPENDENT
DIRECTORS

Bridee House, 9 Kingsbridee Lane, Ashburton, TQ13 7DX

www.christopherstunerals.co.uk

info@christopherstunerals.co.uk

Digger and Dumper Hire

Self Drive or Operated

¢ 1.5 Tonne Mini Digger
c/w expanding tradis

{1 Meter Overall Width)
Qi ck Hitdh, Range of Buckets

¢ 3 Tonne Di ggers with Ouid Hitd also
Concrete Breaker and Post Hole Borer

¢ 3 Tonne Durnpers, Straight Tip
and Swivel Tip

Alsoavailable Boboat Skid Steer Loader,
Plate Compactor and Cement Mixer
Please Contact Bryan Booty on:
Home: 01364 631 346
Mobile: 07968 320131
bryan@roguesroost.co.uk
www.roguesroost.co.uk

¢ Experienced, friendly and local RIBA
chartered architectural practice based in
Mid Devon, working across the South West.

¢ Specialising in the adaptation of listed
buildings, residential extensions,

renovations and low energy design new
builds.

e Call Luke McAdam for a chat about your
project and how we might be able to help:

01392 459777 - MAIL@HMAD.CO.UK

WWW.HMAD.CO.UK

Clea

-— T
ko
—

r
Decorators

" interior & exterior decorating

07527 306012

e: cleardecorators@gmail.com
cleardecorators.co.uk
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WIDECOMBE FAIR 2023 PRODUCE SCHEDULE

Vegetables locally grown
Hermon French Silver Salver

3 coloured potatoes

3 white potatoes

3 onions grown from sets or seeds

3 carrots Trimmed and washed

3 beetroot Trimmed and washed

6 runner beans

Longest runner bean

Any squash or courgette

9. Peppers or chillies (2 of either variety)
10. Any vegetable not otherwise mentioned.
11. A comedy vegetable

12. 4 Tomatoes

13. 4 varieties of culinary herbs in a jar.

14. A collection of five different vegetables in a
Standard veg box. (12" X 16”)

Flowers ( All locally grown)
Trophy to be presented

15. 3 Dahlias ¢Fy Y
16. A single Rose

17. Asingle stem, any flower.

18. 3 Hydrangea flower stems.

19. Avase of 9 mixed flowers ( 3 of each variety)
20. A pot plant. Just foliage or flowering.

21. A woodland arrangement (leaves, berries
twigs.etc)

An arrangement in an unusual container.
An arrangement of flowers in a teacup.

A standard flower arrangement.

N>R WM =

S(® W'.

22.
23.
24.

Art and Craft
Classes open to all.

Gordon Daw memorial Trophy

- &

A

Tl .

Entries from persons under 16 judged
separately

25. A woven, knitted or crocheted item

26. A needlework item

27. A Pencil sketch

28. A painting . Any subject, any medium.

29. A picture or card using paper/dried/pressed
flowers

30. Any craft item not mentioned

31. A photo. Subject; * Moody Dartmoor’

32. A short poem.

Children’s Classes

Children 7 and under for the
Tame cup.

33. Garden on a plate

34. A Happy Pizza

35. Alego Model

Children 8 to 12 for the Hutchins cup

36. Pebble Art
37. 4 decorated cup cakes
38. A collage picture

Home Produce
The Rose Bow/

39. Aftasty fruit tart

40. A decorated Coronation Chocolate Cake
(1¢t place: special cash prize)

41. A Traditional Victoria sponge

42. A cheese and onion pasty.

43. A rustic brown loaf

44. 4 sausage rolls

45. A plate of 6 biscuits ( 2 varieties, 3 of each).

46. A Jar of marmalade ( Any citrus fruit)

47. A jar of chutney.

48. A bottle of homemade drink. Cordial, cider,
beer, wine etc.
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Geoff Partridge NCH (Arb)

For all your Arboriculture work

~— )

Other services include

Hedge Laying, walling & other rural skills.
Grass cutting & brush cutting

Quad bike & sprayer - ideal for small fields
& pony paddocks (PA1 & PAGAW Qual)
Mobile petrol driven log splitter + operator
Mobile wood chipper.

Tel: 01364 621468
Mob: 07759 774394
email: gm.partridge68@gmail.com

Over 35 years’ experience in the industry
5 Million Public Liability Insurance

Awareness with Horses
Equine Assisted Learning & Therapy

Awareness with Horses
provides a range of equine
assisted learning and therapy
interactions through awareness
and engagement with horses for
both adults and young people. &

We offer one-to one sessions
and small group sessions, in

experiential learning, and equine
assisted coaching, counselling, J
and nature connection (

For further details and an
initial informal chat over

the phone or Zoom please
contact Sue Blagburn 2 £

07831865259 or email ANQT‘QV\QSS

awarenesswithhorses Wik
@btconnect.com Horses

0 LEAR,
&,

5y

AVINE 4

Check out our website
for further details. www.
awarenesswithhorses.co.uk

Summer has arrived and with it the weather to enjoy ice cream, lollies, strawberries, fizzy
pop, what flavour and what colour are yours



mailto:gm.partridge68@gmail.com

Dunstone & Poundsgate Methodist Chapels

Ministers: Rev’d Kevin Hooke (01626) 832369
Church contacts: Nigel Davis (01364) 631476 or Serena Walcot (01364) 631279

Sunday Service
Dunstone - Informal service at 3pm in Dunstone Chapel every week and all are
welcome.
Poundsgate - the next service will be on Sunday 2nd July at 15.00.

Dunstone Charity Lunches

These are held monthly on the second Wednesday in the month.
The next Charity Lunch at Dunstone Chapel will be held on
Wednesday 12th July from 12 noon until 3pm.
In aid of Ukraine, for those affected by the flooding of the Kakhovka dam.
After our May lunch we raised £50 for the work of Christian Aid
There will be soup, bread, sushi, savory dishes, salads and cakes. There is no set price
but you are asked to make as generous a donation as possible for the charity we are
collecting for.

Free Open Day [h w High Moorland
Sunday 2nd July 12 - 4pm e , .
Come and see our 4 acre field developing into a | | spRG WOMEN Women'’s Institute
semi-wild wood pasture with remnants ofold hay | | .
meadow, naturafwoodland regeneration, ’ Prl ncetown
species rich in birds, plants, insects and reptiles We are a small friendly group of 16 ladies
and rare butterflies nectaring. based in Princetown, but many of our
Includes “Widecombe Grove” — planted by the members live outside. We try to support the
local school community whenever we can and are
+Self-guided identification hunts always open to ideas and suggestions in
*Range of family-oriented activities this area.
oBring a picnic and enjoy the We meet on the FIRST WEDNESDAY OF
peaceful Dart valley EACH MONTH in PRINCETOWN
At the top of Hannaford lane, on Newbridge Hill. COMMUNITY CENTRE at 7.30pm. Our
Stout footwear is essential. Sorry, but no dogs. meetings usually finish around 9 to 9.30pm.
Park at Newbridge car park or at the top of On the SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH
Newbridge Hill. For further details please contact MONTH we hold a free tea, coffee and
Norman Cowling 01364 621268 or cakes slot. Donations gratefully received.
vennorm@btinternet.com This is held at Princetown Community
Newbridge Conservation Centre 11am to 12.30.
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Francis Parfirey Legal Services Ltd

CONVEYANCING - POWERS OF ATTORNEY -
PROBATE SERVICES - WILLS

We can help you here in the Ashburton and Moorland Area
Free initial home visit
Please contact Francis by phone at

01364 653 331 or 07443 622 903

www.rendells.co.uk
Chartered Surveyors - Estate Agents - Letting Agents - Land Agents - Commercial Agents -

Livestock Specialists - Fine Art - Smallholders Markets - Farm & Machinery Sales -
Valuers - Auctioneers

N :
Chagford Office
Rock House, Southcombe Street, Chagford, Devon, TQ13 8AX
Tel: 01647 432277
Email: dartmoor@rendells.co.uk
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Other Community News and Events

Princetown History Club
meets 1st Tuesday of each month at
Princetown Community Centre
7 for 7.30pm

July 4th A visit to Moorlands Farm with
Layland Branfield

August 1st A visit to Over Tor rabbit
warren, led by Paul Rendell

For further information, please contact
MrJohnLissenden
phone 01752 47573
email lissenden@talktalk.net
Mr Bill Radcliffe

email bill.radcliffe2@btopenworld.com
Web Site princetownhistoryclub.weebly.com

| Save the datel |

DEHCIOUS
CREAM TEA

St Andrew's Church Hall
Saturday 8th July 2023

2.50pm - 4.30pm

info: enutleyl7@outlook.com

ASHBURTON & MOORLAND MISSION COMMUNITY

A MUSIC & DRAMA CLUB
FOR AGES 8+

COME STRAIGHT AFTER SCHOOL
FOR SNACKS BEFORE WE START
TUESDAYS 4-5PM
ST ANDREW'S CHURCH
ASHBURTON

INFO:
LETITIAMCJONES@OUTLOOK.COM

G{C{@. :E S
Community Garden Ashburton
Bringing people together, nourishing them in mind, body & spirit
Enjoy Warking on the.
\gzjrddzn w}thnﬁgs.m
ps. learn . (> BRIMSH
chat ngk L -
53{ m'}dﬁ divky...\\ "=

EVERY WEDNESDAY 2-4em | 3
+SATURDAY 10am-NOON

TOOLS+ FOOD
GLOVES ©) GROWN
available veg shared in

community fridge

See Facehook for details (@@
Call us 07398 004095 |Z3e55e

MCSC
Methodist
Churche

Community
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BICKINGTON GOODWILL COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY CUPPA

A THURg, M - No
¥ Qg oF &

sawicH
ENJOY TEA, COFFEE;

ACHOICEOF BISCUITS Uil
& FRIENDLY COMPANY

ALL WELCOME!

BICKINGTON GOODWILL
COMMUNITY

We are having a Pastie and Cider
evening

Friday 4th of August
in
Bickington Village Hall
Choice of Pasties, local cider and
Grimspound Border Morris to entertain us

£10 a ticket includes pastie and first drink

Bar available
WHERE? BICKINGTON VILLAGE HALL H H
WHEN? EVERY THURSDAY 10AM-NOON BOOkIng Only In advance on
INFO: MICHAEL 07458 359 541 ”0‘5“‘0“ 07458 359541
Moor Logs

Treatments in the comfort of your own home

( Moor Mobile Foot Clinic

Nail Trimming (Including Dry Skin

Diabetic Feet) Fungal and Thickened

Corns Nails

Callus Ingrown Toenails
Athletes Foot

Rachel Arrowsmith-Brown

S.A.C Dip FHPT/S.A.C Dip FHPP

01822 880005 or 07786930718

www.moorlogs.co.uk

i, logs for sale

loads start from £90 for
1.5m

Call Tom or Rachel Arrowsmith-Brown

Home 01822 880005
mob 07784 146037

Locks and Security
Ashburton Glass and Locks.co.uk

Box Sash and Velux Window Repairs
UPVC Repairs * Locks, Hinges and Handle Repairs

A Friendly, Prompt and Efficient Service
Please phone Scott for further information or a free estimate:

01364 631572

07786 355682



http://www.moorlogs.co.uk/
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BICKINGTON GOODWILL COMMUNITY

BICKINGTON

COMMUNITY CHOIR

Community Soup
Pud Lunich Club

ONCE A MONTH AT

BICKINGTON VILLAGE HALL.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
HOMEMADE SOUPS, MAINS,
BREAD ROLLS, PUDDINGS,
TEA, COFFEE & A MONTHLY RAFFLE!
(PRIZE DONATIONS GRATEFULLY RECEIVED!)

MIDDAY-2PM
SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH

15TH JULY ! 12TH AUG ! 9TH SEPT

PAY WHAT YOU CAN (CASH OR CARD)

PROCEEDS RAISED SPLIT BETWEEN ST MARY'S
REPAIR FUND & A DIFFERENT CHARITY EACH MONTH.

INFO/BOOKING: MICHAEL 07458 359541

BICKINGTON VILLAGE HALL
OLD HILL | TQI2 6]X
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
7-8PM
(Tea/Coffee from 6.45pm)

ALL ABILITIES WELCOME,
NO CHARGE.

INFO:

hannahfindleyOl7@gmail.com

&

( weds 26th fo Sat 29th July 2023

(...with celebration service on Sunday 30th July, 10:30am at St Andrew's Church)
10am-Midday each day (doors open at 9:50am)
Crafts, pottery, games, dancing, drama & rusic making.

Ages 5-11 (end of reception to end of Y6)

Contact: heidi@moorland’ream.org.uk
www.ashburtonandmoor.org.vk/holiday-club
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Dartmoor Forest Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting

This meeting was held at 7pm on the 23™ May, the Chair’s report can be found
on the website
https://www.dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk/data/uploads/986 1859547177.pdf

Extracts from the Council meeting on 23" May 2023
Election of Chair and Vice Chair: Clir Gregg Manning was elected by members present
to stand as Chair for the forthcoming year with Clir Mark Williams elected as Vice Chair.

Co-option of new Councillors: Two local residents came forward at the meeting to
introduce themselves, stating why the wished to join the Council. Council then agreed to co-
opt Gary Easton and Hannah Wood as Members of Council.

Left to right: Clerk- Jackie entts, Clir Williams, Clir Geen, CliIr Easton, Clir Manning, Clir Wood, ClIr Butterworth, Clir Greatrex
Planning:
0195/23 at 1 Hessary View, PL20 6RA - Clirs Greatrex and Williams reviewed the
application, visited the site on the 18" May and submitted a report outlining concerns
regarding the management of surface water. Council agreed to OBJECT to the
application in light of this concern, but were in support of increasing the number of
homes for local people.
23/0031 at Chaplains House, Tavistock Road, PL20 6RE Works to trees in a
Conservation area. Council expressed concerns about the felling of mature trees but
understood the need to remove diseased or dangerous trees.
23/0028 at 6, Grosvenor House, Barrack Road, PL20 6RQ Works to trees in a
Conservation area. Council agreed to support the removal of the Leylandi.
Do you have what it takes to be a Parish Councillor?
We currently have one vacancy to be filled within the Princetown ward. Council is keen
to fill this as soon as possible. If you are interested in representing the views of local
people and having your say about issues people care about, please contact the Clerk
for more information .
Date of next ‘Tidy Princetown’ session: 10am til 11am Sunday 2" July 2023, all
are welcome to join with the Councillors to help keep Princetown looking at its best,
meet outside the Post Office, Princetown

Dates of next meetings: 27" June & 25" July 2023 7.30pm Princetown Community
Centre

Agenda and Minutes: https://www.dartmoorforestparishcouncil.qov.uk/meetings.php
Follow us on Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/dartmoorforestpc.net

Parish Clerk: Miss Jackie Bennetts

Telephone: 01822 859104
Email: clerk@dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk Website: www.dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Business Directory

In each issue of the Parish Link we promote businesses across the Parish and surrounding area, these

businesses support us and enable us to publish this magazine for the local community. If you are looking for a
great local business then look below. Next to each business is the page where they appear in this issue. If you
call them, please let them know you found them in the Parish Link.

Agricultural Services
Dartmoor Rural Services
Architect Services

HMAD Architects

Mike Gilbert Architectural Design
Cleaning & Domestic Services
A Clean Pair

Ashburton Chimney Sweep
Carroll Cleaning Services
Community

Holne Second Hand Books
Computing

Computer Services

Crafts / Produce

Scott Elson Chainsaw Carvings
Electrical Goods

J Searle & Son

Funeral Directors

Christophers Family Funerals
Morris Bros. Funeral Directors
Garden Services

AF Brown

Mole Problems

Nick Mahoney

Health & Wellbeing

Clinical Reflexology

Equine Assisted Learning/Therapy
Moor Mobile Foot Clinic

Pilates Classes

Sophie Edmonds Massage Therapy
Yoga with lone
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Home Improvements
Ashburton Glass & Locks

Clear Decorating

K Decorating

Rochelle's Curtains & Blinds
Hotels and Inns

The Rugglestone

Legal Services

Francis Paffrey

Machinery for Hire

Digger and Dumper Hire
Plumbing and Heating Services
MH Perry

MTP Services Ltd

Private Water Services

County Cleansing

Property for sale / rent
Luscombe Maye

Rendells

Robert Williams Estate Agents
Stores

Holne Community Shop

Tree Surgeons / Timber services
Anton Coaker

Dartforest Tree Works

Geoff Partridge

Moor Logs

Sam Hall Professional Tree Care
Spike Milton Timber Services
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Contacting the Editorial Team

Email items for inclusion or any other queries to: link@moorlandteam.org.uk

For items sent by post please use the following addresses:

Link Finances (donations, advertising All Other Correspondence
fees, invoices etc)

Parish Link Treasurer Parish Link

c/o Way Park cl/o The Vicarage
Widecombe-in-the-Moor Widecombe-in-the-Moor
Newton Abbot Newton Abbot

Devon Devon

TQ13 7TU TQ13 7TF

Cheques payable to:

P C C Widecombe - Link Account

Thank you to all those who make donations to the Parish Link.

Commercial advertising and donations ensure that the Link continues
to be provided free of charge throughout the Moorland Team.

If you would like to make a donation, please contact the editorial team.

Groups and Individuals who support the Parish Link

Dartmoor Forest Parish Council Postbridge Village Hall

Friends of Widecombe School Princetown History Society

High Moorland WI Various anonymous donations

Holne Parish Council Widecombe Church House Committee
Holne Second-Hand Books Widecombe Fair Committee

Holne Village Hall Committee Widecombe History Group

Leusdon Memorial Hall Widecombe Ladies Social Group
Moorland Merrymakers Widecombe Parish Council

Phyl’s Follies (Postbridge) Widecombe Sports Group
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Last... but not least. . . Ji umﬁ "‘«j H [ 9

What an exceptionally dry June, as | write this | have been providing some much needed
sustenance to my plants, trying to keep them going and all with a watering can. The summer
has started hot and dry, on the radio it was claimed that 13th June was
the hottest ever recorded!! | will remind myself of this when we are
sopping wet and stomping across the moor in the Autumn, what we
would all give for some rain at the moment (or maybe it has already
arrived, fingers crossed).

A quick apology for an error in the June edition of the Final Word, the
Ultra Marathon was on the 3rd June not the 2nd, I'm sure those who entered had no such
confusion, congratulations to you all, you did so well on such a very hot day!! | also forgot to
mention Father's Day on the 18th June, though | am sure, like me you remembered and
celebrated a special day.

We will be saying farewell to Geoffrey and Beth Fenton this month, they feature in many of our
regular articles this month and we hope you are able to say your own goodbyes at one of the
services being held on 23rd July (pg 5) or one of the many events they both attend. They will be
greatly missed by all of us at the Link and many in our community too. A special thank you to
Geoffrey for his huge amount of help to us when we were taking over editing Parish Link.

We have a couple of musical events at Widecombe Church this month (pg 24 & pg 25), what a
great venue for music and song and meet with friends old and new, we hope you are able to get
along to one of these or if not check out the Dates for the Diary (23) for other events connecting
our community.

A big thank you to our advertisers and contributors for your continued support in enabling us to
publish our little magazine. We hope you continue to enjoy the content, as always we are
always happy to receive feedback from you our readers. To get in touch please just send us an
email via link@moorlandteam.org.uk With best wishes from “The Link Team”

Parish Link Advertising Costs

Size Size Month Year
Sixth Page 61x60mm £7.50 £80
Quarter Page 61x92mm £12 £125
Half Page 128x92mm £20 £215
Full Page 128x192mm £35 £380

Please contact the Editorial Team for information and availability of advertising
space at link@moorlandteam.org.uk

Final Copy Deadline

For the August 2023 edition of the Link, copy deadline will be Sunday 16th July but
please send as early as you can by email.

Next issue available on Thursday 27th July
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- We are experiencing high demand from
serious buyers looking for properties on
Dartmoor.

% T

W, Luscombe Maye South Brent

= Since 1873 01364 646170

CARROLL CLEANING S ERVICES

SINE FUCO ET FALLACIIS CONDUCIMUS
Established 1985

WINDOW CLEANING &

SOLAR & PV PANELS,
TENNIS COURTS & OUTDOOR SPORTS SURFACES.

01626 897297
07771 761125

mfo(@carrollcleaning.co.uk
www.carrollcleaning.co.uk

The Hollies, Avenue Road, Bovey Tracey TQ13 9BQ



https://www.carrollcleaning.co.uk/

