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Safeguarding: If you have a concern about the safety of someone or the actions of some-

one working with children or vulnerable adults, please speak to someone: 

 Moorland Team Safeguarding Adviser - Judy Southcombe 01364 621520  

 Diocesan Safeguarding Team - SafeguardingEnquiry@exeter.anglican.org 

Moorland Team Website: https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/safeguarding-2 

The Ministry Team 

All advertisements in the magazine are inserted in good faith and we accept no responsibility for any state-
ment, omission or errors made by the advertisers; nor do we endorse the products or services offered. 

We are not responsible for the content, reliability or security of any linked websites and you follow any link to 

external websites at your own risk. 
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The Parish Letter 

Happy New Year!  

I wonder if you are into New Year’s Resolutions – you know, a promise to oneself to do 
something different this year, perhaps to throw off an old bad habit? Or make a public 
commitment to do something new which you’ve always put off? Of course it may be you are 
one of those for whom Resolutions work, and each year you congratulate yourself in, say, 

February or March, for keeping your resolution? 

Well, that’s not me – I’m no good at New Year’s Resolutions because unless I really want to 
do something, I know it probably won’t happen! Making a Resolution and then not keeping it 
would just make me feel guilty, particularly if I know I ought to do it! I’d much rather do 
something different because I want to do it, because I’m motivated to do it, not just because 

I rashly made a New Year’s Resolution to do it. 

However motivation can be a bit elusive. Some lucky people are motivated by their work, 
their job; leaping out of bed every morning and raring to go to the office or get to their 
emails. Maybe that’s you? But this was never me – whilst I enjoyed being a Forester for 
many years, and then found satisfaction in a second career in IT, I was never the first one in 

the office in the morning – to be honest I was probably the last! 

Work wasn’t a good motivator. But what does motivate me, what I always look forward to, is 
meeting up with family and friends. I look forward to going away to visit them. I enjoy having 
them visit us. I love planning day trips and going with friends or family. For such trips, I’m 

the one who wants everything to be ready for a quick getaway! 

We’re lucky to have a good family, but maybe you’ve never been part of a big family, maybe 
you have no family to visit – that’s not uncommon. However, friends are a different matter – 
we can all have friends, I suggest. For many people there’s nothing better than sitting down 
with a cup of coffee and having a good catch-up with a friend. I know many people who 

meet weekly, or even daily, with their closest friends. 

I wonder where your friends come from? School friends? Neighbours? Work colleagues? 
Someone with a common interest, like whist or walking? Church? Singing? Members of a 

club or society? 

What impresses me about our communities here is the way in which friendships are 
flourishing everywhere. I’m often seeing new friendships forming when people join a group. 
In fact the pages of the Link are absolutely full of events and meetings where anyone can 
go, and where people might well find some new friendships. It’s as easy as that - think of 

this magazine as a Friendship Starter Pack! 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Churchwardens Churchwardens 

St Mary the Virgin, Holne with St Raphael, Huccaby 

Gillian Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507   stmaryvirgin2022@gmail.com 

Anthony Parker as above as above   straphael1868@gmail.com 

St John the Baptist, Leusdon 

Geoff Bamsey 26 Old Manor Close, Holne Cross, TQ13 7JF 01364 652820   geoff.bamsey486@gmail.com 

Patrick Simpson Spitchwick Manor, Poundsgate, TQ13 7PB 01364 631209   admin@bennah.co.uk 

St Gabriel, Postbridge 

Annie Smerdon 4A Oaktree Park, Sticklepath, EX20 2NB 01837 840201   gerald.postbridge@btconnect.com 

Wendy Watson Middle Merripit Farm, Postbridge, PL20 6TJ 01822 880215   wendy@merribridge.plus.com 

St Pancras, Widecombe 

Michael Pascoe Wooder Bungalow, Widecombe, TQ13 7TR 01364 621333   pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk 

St Andrews, Ashburton 

Francis Parffrey Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA 01364 654067   francis.parffrey@gmail.com 

Mike Lowrey  07900 893695   mikeatchurch@btinternet.com 

St Mary the Virgin, Bickington 

Michael Hext  07458 359541   grannypats.pat50@gmail.com 

Peter Warren Rentor, Bickington 01626 821213   pw.rentor@gmail.com 

St Peter, Buckland in the Moor 

Clare Caunter   01364 653234     

Marie Jessop   01364 653234   

St Michael’s, Ilsington 

Linda Hall  01626 821603  lindamhall@outlook.com  

Peter Dickinson  07801 042767  peter@pmgd.com  

For all editorial information - copy date, contact details etc. please see inside back cover. 

Telephone 01364 654280 / 07445 240 133 or email: admin@moorlandteam.org.uk 

 

Moorland Team Officers 
Treasurer Francis Parffrey Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA 01364 654067 francis.parffrey@gmail.com 

Secretary Gillian Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507 stmaryvirgin2022@gmail.com 

Safeguarding Adviser Judy Southcombe - 01364 621520 judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk 

Team Administrator Cassie Long - 01364 654280 admin@moorlandteam.org.uk 

Done 

Done 

mailto:straphael1868@gmail.com
mailto:straphael1868@gmail.com
mailto:geoff.bamsey486@gmail.com
mailto:admin@bennah.co.uk
mailto:gerald.postbridge@btconnect.com
mailto:wendy@merribridge.plus.com
mailto:pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:francis.parffrey@gmail.com
mailto:mikeatchurch@btinternet.com
mailto:grannypats.pat50@gmail.com
mailto:pw.rentor@gmail.com
mailto:lindamhall@outlook.com
mailto:peter@pmgd.com
mailto:admin@moorlandteam.org.uk
mailto:parishoffice1@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:francis.parffrey@gmail.com
mailto:frey@gmail.com
mailto:judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:admin@moorlandteam.org.uk
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(Continued from page 3) 

So what’s this to do with New Year's Resolutions? Well, if you’d like to find a new friend or 
two, then get out your spanking new 2023 diary, look through the Link and put one or two 

meeting dates in. That wasn’t hard, was it? But the results could be amazing! 

With best wishes for 2023, 

Geoffrey 

Church News & Events 

From the Registers 

Baptism Leusdon 20th November Oscar Robert Fursdon  

Funeral Widecombe 14th December Margaret Norrish  

An hour of quiet reflection 
Postbridge Church 

 
 

Wide spacing                 Candlelight  

Warm church    Silence  

Taize music              A few readings 

Why not come along to relax, to unwind and to pray? 

Meet at Widecombe Vicarage at 6.45 if transport required. 

More information from Revd Geoffrey Fenton, Widecombe Vicarage, 01364 621334 
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Holne Village Hall 

 
Situated in the middle of the village, near 
Church, shop and Inn, available to hire at 

reasonable rates. 

 
Medium sized hall with separate well 

equipped kitchen. Sufficient chairs and 

tables for any event. 

 

Car parking adjacent to the Hall 

Rates (per hour) £8 (£5 for locals) 

 

For more information or to book: 

Please ring Nicky Bellamy on 01364 631323  

Or email  
holnevillagehallbooking@gmail.com  

PILATES 
For Health and Wellbeing 

Friendly, fun classes for max 10 – 14 students, 
beginner & intermediate level. This safe and 

mindful exercise system will improve your 
strength, flexibility, balance and posture. Move 

more efficiently and be less prone to injury, build 
a stronger core, improve your body tone and 

increase physical & mental wellbeing. 

ASHBURTON Town Hall 

Tuesday mornings 

BUCKFASTLEIGH St Luke’s 

Wednesday mornings 

ONLINE CLASSES 
Monday evenings  

Thursday mornings (includes Over 60’s class) 

To book a place in class contact: Faith Burch 

07952 157585    faithburch1964@gmail.com  

Qualified with The Pilates Foundation 

mailto:holnevillagehallbooking@gmail.com
mailto:faithburch1964@gmail.com
https://conversationworks.co.uk/
mailto:hannaha@hotmail.co.uk
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St Mary the Virgin, Holne 

For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link 

Church Services—see Page 22 for details 

Date Time Service 

8th Jan 18.00 Holy Communion 

15th Jan 09.00 Holy Communion at Huccaby 

22nd Jan 17:00 Evening Worship 

29th Jan 10:30 United Mission Service at Bickington 

What a pleasure it was to see so many people at our Service of Thanksgiving in November.  
It was a very special occasion and an opportunity to thank the contractors who have done 
such a great job.  I hope that those who were unable to come to that service have been into 
the church to have a look around – although to see it at its best the new lighting system 
needs to be on. Thank you also to Mike and Gill Cunniam who paid for the feather flags at 

the front of the church. 

Since then, we have celebrated Christmas with Carols, Crib and Christingle Service on 
Christmas Eve and our usual Christmas morning Communion.  Thank you to Hannah and 

Team for the decorations and David Best for donating the Christmas tree once again. 

With the new audio-visual equipment in the church, we are looking for some ‘apprentices’ of 
any age who would like to learn how to use the kit.  It would mean being present during one 
service a month to operate parts of the system.  The PCC is also very keen for the church 

and the equipment to be used for community events.  

Additionally, are there any musicians out there that would be willing to play the organ or 
piano in the church?  At present there are two services a month, one at 6pm and one at 

5pm both of which last about an hour.  

If you are interested in either of these roles, or know someone who might be, please contact 
Tony or I on stmaryvirgin@gmail.com or 01364 631507. 
Finally, as the New Year begins, I’m sure we all hope that there will be more positive news 
than there has been in 2022.  We know that some individuals in our community have 
suffered in different ways whilst the rest of the world seems to be in constant turmoil.   
Christians believe that despite everything we see around us, God is working to bring us 
back to His new creation.  The Holne Prayer Group meets each Friday at 10am for an hour.  
We pray for people known to us, the community as a whole and wider events.  Anyone is 
welcome to join us, or to leave a prayer in the book in the church or pass a message via the 
email address above. 

Happy New Year. 

Gillian 

mailto:stmaryvirgin@gmail.com
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Holne 

Second-Hand 

Books 

Hill Top,  Butts Cross,  Holne 

If you have any books, CDs, DVDs and 

jigsaws you can donate - please leave in 

the porch or garage at Hiltop 

Don’t forget that you can buy books at any 

time. Open most days and weekends 

Mike and Gill Cunniam 

01364 631152 

Supporting Devon Air Ambulance and  
Holne Community Projects 

mailto:ahburtonleagueoffriends@outlook.com?subject=Responding%20to%20Advert%20in%20Link
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HOLNE VILLAGE HALL 

SOUP & CHEESE 

LUNCH  

 

Holne Whist 

Tuesday 3rd January  

from 2pm 

 

Raffle, tea or 
coffee and biscuits for £3. 

If there are any suggestions 
or queries please ring  

Judy Henderson on 

01364 631461.  

I look forward to seeing you.  

Coo Really! 
Most locals will know the location of the site of 
the Newhouse Inn on the road between Cold 
East Cross and Hemsworthy Gate.  You may also 
be aware of the tale that the ‘Road side Ale 
House’ was deliberately set on fire by the 
disgruntled wives of the carters & drovers who 

frequented the Inn when returning from work. On the balance of probabilities, this 
seems unlikely to have happened, an alternative explanation being the owner of the 
land James Wooley of Halsanger Manor agreed to pull the building down to placate 

the ladies. 

It is interesting to note that before the “New House” was built an earlier building 
stood at this location. This building was known as “Culverhouse”, which is another 
term for Dovecote. In the 16th/17th centuries Dovecotes or Culverhouse’s were 
maintained to provide pigeon meat* for their wealthy owners to eat. It is possible/
probable that such a Culverhouse existed on this site which was owned by the 
Wooley family of Halsanger Manor between 1586 – 1925. 

(Continued on Page 13) 
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mailto:samhallsptc@hotmail.com
mailto:info@scottschainsawcarvings.co.uk
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St Raphael, Huccaby 

For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link 

Church Services—see Page 22 for details 

New Year resolutions. 

Some New Year resolutions are short-lived. But perhaps they provide a valuable opportunity to allow 

ourselves to reflect upon why we made them, and what was our personal motivation to make them?   

As an illustration, many media and social comments, and even among our friends, questions arise 
about our previous roles and professions. So, as examples, how about doctors, vicars and police 
officers?  (I could add about a friend and senior Marks and Spencer director, around why the 

underwear aisle had been moved in an M.and S. store?!) 

Frequently asked questions for professionals, even those now who are long retired (in all sorts of 

gatherings), are: 

Doctors: 

Why can’t I now easily access the Surgery for an appointment. Why does it take so long to get a 

diagnosis – for anything!? 

Vicars: 

Why can’t I chat to my vicar – without going through websites/Parish offices etc? 

What happened to pastoral care when the Vicar actually knew everything about who was in need of 

support?  

Police: 

Why was I fined for speeding when I was only doing 38mph in a 30-mph zone? Why are the police 
not allowing the motorists under the M25 because some oil terrorists are locking themselves above 

gantries on the motorway? Is 999 redundant?  

My personal answer, if a bit simplistic, is that most professions are governed by financial, and 

societal norms.  If each profession as examples described above, just ask yourself - what do you 
need of yourselves and the society in which you are apart? After all, Doctors, Vicars and Police 

officers are recruited from the society in which you are apart.  

Is January going to be ‘dry’ 
After the excesses of Christmastide, many people choose to ‘sober up’ and eat a healthier diet 
during January. One of the more popular ways of tackling this is to take on the challenge of 'Dry 
January' which calls for a month without alcohol. The idea dates from the 1940s when the Finnish 
government introduced 'Sober January' as part of the country’s war efforts. Today, Dry January is 
practised widely as a public health campaign throughout Europe and America. It is designed to 
encourage people to stop drinking alcohol for a month and, in doing so, make us more aware of our 
drinking habits, manage alcohol consumption better, and develop a healthier relationship with it. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Moorland Parish Link  Online 

https://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/parish_link/index.php 

https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/magazine-%26-notice-sheets  

http://www.plans2build.net/
http://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/parish_link/index.php
https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/magazine-%26-notice-sheets
mailto:countycleansing@btinternet.com
mailto:spikemiltontimberservices@gmail.com
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(Continued from page 11) 

Dry January does not aim to encourage teetotalism, which is the total personal abstinence from 
alcoholic beverages. The campaign only lasts a month, and while a small percentage of people stay 
abstinent, most participants return to drinking in February. However, on the positive side, most find 

themselves able to manage their drinking better. 

While alcohol has an important place in many cultures around the world, it is also a depressant that 
acts like a drug. In small quantities, it reduces anxiety and makes it easy for people to socialize. 
However, as the body adjusts to the alcohol, larger quantities are required to produce the same 

effect. 

When taken in larger quantities, alcohol can cause alcohol poisoning, unconsciousness, and even 
death. Many people resort to harmful drinking episodes during difficult times, and this is made even 

worse if they already have an unhealthy drinking habit. 

 For those who recognize that their drinking habit is showing signs of becoming harmful or are getting 
out of control, Dry January is an excellent opportunity to take stock and adjust their drinking habits 
and to experience life without alcohol, and so give their bodies an opportunity to rebuild its coping 

mechanisms for day-to-day difficulties and celebrations. 

Next month St Aiden and scams! (Especially if you find technology difficult.)  

Tony Parker 

(Continued from page 9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dovecotes went out of fashion in the mid-19th 
Century. A Dovecote, or Culverhouse building 
could well have remained on the site and been utilised as an early Ale House .and later replaced by 
the New House” in the early 1800’s.   

Church records indicate the existence of “New-House-on-the-Down” in 1822 

The young pigeons known as “Squabs” were taken from their nests at four weeks after birth and 
before being driven out by their parents. *This made the “squabs” an ideal weight for eating while 
they were still tender. 

David Ashman 

Typical C17th Culverhouse Preserved ‘Culverhouse’ at Trevanion Nr Waderidge, 

Property of Cornwall Heritage Trust 
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https://www.afbrown-sons.co.uk/


Leusdon  15 

St John the Baptist, Leusdon 

For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link 

Church Services—see Page 22 for details 

Date Time Service 

8th Jan 12.00 Plough Sunday 

15th Jan 12.00 Parish Communion 

22nd Jan 12:00 Parish Communion 

29th Jan 10:30 United Mission Community Service at Bickington 

Leusdon Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time – an 
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  
All our services can be downloaded from https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/services-to-download 
Any queries, please contact Revd Geoffrey Fenton (Team Vicar) 01364 621334                  
geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk 

Leusdon Memorial Hall 
Centenary Year 1923-2023 

As you will see above we have now entered our centenary year. For the 100 years the Hall 

has stood on the moors at Leusdon it has seen us through a war, a plague and many 

storms and droughts as a lasting reminder to those people who made the ultimate sacrifice 

to protect our freedom. During the coming year we will try and put on events that will remind 

of this and the people who have strived to make it a centre for the Community. During the 

last 100 years we have hosted many events; Elections, meetings, dances, whist drives, 

weddings, christenings, wakes, birthday parties, film nights, quiz nights, dog shows, craft 

markets, bingo, race nights, pantomimes, variety shows, keep fit, yoga, meditation, courses, 

choirs, bowls, badminton, Parish Council meetings, coffee mornings, Commoners meetings 

and Youth Club. During this time the Commoners and whist drives have been constant 

users, with the Moorland Merrymakers with us for nearly 60 years growing from the ladies 

keep fit class of the early 60’s.    

The December coffee morning made a total of £152.50 for hall funds. We are extremely 

grateful to Geoffrey Fenton for providing Carol sheets and playing the keyboard for us, also 

to Lloyd Mortimore and the Widecombe pop up choir who led the carol singing. The next 

Coffee Morning will be held on Wednesday 4th January 10.00am-12.00noon  

(Continued on page 17) 

Awaiting 
copy

https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/services-to-download
mailto:geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk
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http://www.jsearle.co.uk/
http://www.acleanpair.co.uk/


Leusdon  17 

(Continued from page 15) 

The Moorland Merrymakers will be presenting their Panto from 10th -16th December, it has 
now returned to its traditional format and I am sure it will still provide an enjoyable night out 

for all the family. 

There will be Whist at Leusdon on Monday 9th January with the usual lunch at 1.00pm 

followed by whist at 2.00pm. 

We would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year and hope 2023 is good for everyone. 
The committee will meet on Monday 16th January at 7.30pm. Anyone who is interested in 

the future of the Hall for the next 100 years is welcome to attend.  

Should you wish to book the Hall, it is available for hire at £10.00 per hour, there are special 
rates for regular users. Tables at the Coffee Morning can be booked for £5 per table per 

session, further details can be obtained by contacting our booking secretary  

Amanda Routley on 01364 631432 e mail: leusdonmemorialhall@yahoo.com.  

In the meantime, if anyone would like to discuss any aspect of the Hall please contact 
myself or any committee member. 

My contact details are John Southcombe e mail: johnsouthcombe@hotmail.com or via 

messenger  

Leusdon Memorial Hall charity no.300887 

mailto:leusdonmemorialhall@yahoo.com
mailto:johnsouthcombe@hotmail.com
mailto:yvette.elliott@ymail.com
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mailto:phil-kendall@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:phil-kendall@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jboxallreflexology@gmail.com


Postbridge  19 

Date Time Service 

3rd Jan 19:30 An Hour of Quiet Reflection 

8th Jan  09.00 Holy Communion BCP 

22nd Jan 18:00 Evening Prayer 

29th Jan 10:30 United Mission Community Service at Bickington 

Postbridge Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time – an 

opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

All our services can be downloaded from https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/services-to-download 
Any queries, please contact Revd Geoffrey Fenton (Team Vicar) 01364  
geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk 

Postbridge Coffee Mornings 
There is no Coffee Morning in January. The next Coffee Morning will be on: 

Monday 6 February 2023 at 11am in Postbridge Village Hall. 
All welcome! 
Maureen 

 

POSTBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 
Phyl's Follies celebrates 50 years with the 

performance of the pantomime 

Robin Hood & Babes in the Wood 
 

Thurs 26th & Fri 27th January 7.30pm 2023 

Sat 28th January matinee 2pm 2023 

      Thurs 2nd, Fri 3rd, Sat 4th February 7.30pm 2023 
 

*Adults £8.00 Children £4.00  ~ice creams to be pre-booked £2.00 

To book  Tel: 01822 880223,   email: postbridgepanto@gmail.com  

or see Sue on the Meat Stall at Walkhampton Market  

St Gabriel, Postbridge 

For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link 

Church Services—see Page 22 for details 

https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/services-to-download
mailto:geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk
mailto:pizwellfarm@hotmail.co.uk
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Oak Cottage Honey 
454g (1lb) Jars £7.00 

4kg (9lb) tubs £55.00 

For sale from the apiary at: 

Oak Cottage, Poundsgate, TQ13 7NU 
Tel. 01364 631233      

Email:  rickjenkinsoak@gmail.com 

Available for sale in the spring 
strong colonies of friendly bees, 

with tuition if needed. 

mailto:matt@dartmoor-rural-services.co.uk
mailto:rickjenkinsoak@gmail.com
mailto:mickc911@gmail.com
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Rainfall in November 2022 

Place Total Rainfall Days without 
rain 

Wettest Days 

 352.8 mm (13.9 ”) 4 7th 49.3 mm (9”)   

  (November 2021 - 56.1 mm (2.2”)    

Holne 26th 58.2 mm (2.29”) 415.6mm (16.36”) 

And for our younger readers… some celebrating mice to colour in! 
…..more on page 37 
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Church Services for January 2023 

1st January                                                                                          White 

Readings -  Numbers 6.22–27, Psalm 8, Galatians 4.4–7, Luke 2.15–21 

   Ashburton 10.30 United New Year Service 

   Holne  15.00 
Wassail & Epiphany Carols  - 

Newcombe Farm, Coombe TQ11 0JE 

3rd January                                 Quiet Reflection 

Postbridge 19.30 
An Hour of Quiet 

Reflection 
   

4th January                                   Mid-week Communion     

   Ashburton 10.30 Midweek Holy Communion 

7th January  

   Ashburton 16.00 Messy Church-Church Hall 

8th January                        1st of Epiphany, Plough Sunday           Gold or White 

Isaiah 42.1–9, Psalm 29, Acts 10.34–43, Matthew 3.13–17 

Postbridge 9.00 Holy communion BCP Ashburton 10.30 Parish Communion 

Widecombe 10.30 Plough Sunday Ilsington 10.30 Family Service 

Leusdon 12.00 Plough Sunday  Ashburton,  10.30 Informal Worship - Church Hall 

   Holne 18.00 Holy Communion 

                                                                                                  Ashburton      10.30      Midweek Holy Communion 

 

Readings - Isaiah 49.1–7, Psalm 40.1–12, 1 Corinthians 1.1–9, John 1.29–42 

Widecombe   Parish Communion Holne 09.00 Holy Communion at Huccaby 

Leusdon 12.00 Parish Communion Huccaby 09.00 Holy Communion 

   Ashburton 10.30 All-Age Communion 

   Ilsington 10:30 Holy Communion 

   Buckland 15.00 Evening Prayer 

   Bickington 16.00 Christingle Service 

   Ashburton  Celtic Reflective Service - St Petroc’s 

   

   Ashburton 10.30 Mid-week Holy Communion 
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Holy Communion           Midweek & At Home 

Dates for the Diary 

January 2023 Page  January 2023 Page 

3rd Quiet Reflection 7  9th  Leusdon Whist 17 

3rd  Princetown History Club 35  11th  Dunstone Charity Lunch  33 

3rd Holne Whist 9  14th  Widecombe Handbells 30 

3rd Widecombe Singers 25  15th  Parish Link copy deadline  

4th Leusdon Coffee Morning 15  23rd Jumble Sale - Widecombe 25 

4th  Widecombe History Group 29  26th  Phyll’s Follies begins 19 

4th  High Moorland WI 35  26th  Buckland Whist 37 

6th Holne Soup Lunch 9  27th  Games Night and Supper 17 

6th  Postbridge Coffee Morning 19  28th  Jubilee Orchard Planting 31 

Readings - Isaiah 9.1–4, Psalm 27.1,4–12*, 1 Corinthians 1.10–18, Matthew 4.12–23 

Widecombe  10.30 Parish Communion Ashburton 09.30 Breakfast Church, Church Hall 

Leusdon 12:00 Parish Communion Ashburton 10.30 Parish Communion 

Postbridge 18:00 Evening Prayer Ilsington 10:30 Morning Praise 

   Holne 17.00 Evening Worship 

   Ashburton  10.30 Mid-week Holy Communion 

Readings - 1 Kings 17.8–16, Psalm 36.5–10, 1 Corinthians 1.18–31, John 2.1–11 

   Bickington 10.30 United Mission Community 

Service 

* Service led by Ashburton Methodists. All are welcome. 

There is a service of 

Holy Communion every Wednesday at 

10.30 

at St. Andrew’s Church in Ashburton 

You will be most welcome!. 

Communion at home 

Geoffrey. 

(see page 2 for contact details) 
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http://www.rugglestoneinn.co.uk/
https://downtoearthsw.co.uk/
mailto:gm.partridge68@gmail.com
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St Pancras, Widecombe-in-the-Moor 

For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link 

Church Services—see Page 22 for details 

Date Time Sidesperson Coffee Flowers 

1st Jan 10:30 Team Service at Ashburton  Christmas Flowers 

8th Jan 10.30 Debbie Wendy Cruze Christmas Flowers 

15th Jan 10:30 Peter Blood Peter and Kriss Jenny Pascoe 

22nd Jan 10:30 Clare Born Clare Wendy Beard 

29th Jan 10:30 Wendy Beard United Mission Community Service at Bickington  

Widecombe Church is open all day, every day, 9-5. You are welcome to visit at any 

time – an opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.  

All our services can be downloaded from https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/services-to-download 

Any queries, please contact Revd Geoffrey Fenton (Team Vicar) 01364 621334                   

geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk 

Widecombe Singers 
 

…….if you want to join the Singers they 

rehearse at  

The Church House, Widecombe  

on  

Tuesday evenings at 8pm  

Admission £3 

Telephone Rose 01364 631238 for anymore 

details….. 

https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/services-to-download
mailto:geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk
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A range of Organic Wholefoods 

Monday  -  Saturday 8.30 - 4.30 
Sunday 9.00 - 4.30 

01364 621588 

widecombegeneralstore@outlook.com 

Proprietors 

John & Jenny Parnham 

Groceries Off Licence 

Gifts Gallery 

Mobile Post 
Office 

EVERY Monday  

11.00 -12.30am  

Post and Mail services 

Cash Withdrawals  

Cash & Cheque Deposits 

Balance Enquiries 

Travel Products 

and much more……. 

mailto:tmailto:nickplantsperson@btinteret.com
mailto:wood@anton-coaker.co.uk
mailto:widecombegeneralstore@outlook.com
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Widecombe & District 
Sports Group 
Membership renewals are now due if you have not 
received yours please email 

cl.partridge@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 621468. 

Alternatively membership forms can be found in 

the noticeboard by the court. 

Regular Bookings: Tuesday & Thursday: Tennis 
Adults (16+) 6.30  Under 16’s with ability are welcome 

to these sessions with a parent who is also playing. 

For queries re tennis phone Di Cameron on 

621218. 

Please remember to wear soft soled shoes and to 
leave the court tidy with the net replaced. Report any 
damage immediately to Claire Partridge (Secretary) 

on 621468. Close all gates and replace the keys. 

For more information about WDSG visit 

www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/sports_group/  

Thank you and enjoy your sports area.  

This local charity founded in 1635 to 
help in the education of Parish 

Residents under the age of 25 also 
includes support for Widecombe primary 

school activities. 

The charity can, and does, give financial 
assistance for anything to do with 

education, training and work. 

If you as an individual have need of 
help, please contact Julia Young 

(Administrator)      

juliayoung644@btinternet.com   or  

The Vicar Geoffrey Fenton. 

mailto:cl.partridge@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/sports_group/
http://www.widecombepreschool.org.uk/
mailto:juliayoung644@btinternet.com
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http://www.dartforesttrees.co.uk/
mailto:dartmoor@rendells.co.uk
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Committee Chairman - Mike Pascoe 

To book the Hall please contact Rose Morti-

more 01364 631238. 

Rates of Hire (Local Events) 

Daytime £3.50 per hour 

Evenings £5.00 per hour 

All Day  £20.00 

These rates are for local non commercial 

events only. For other rates please ask the 

bookings secretary. 

Payment by cheque is preferred. 

Cheques to be made payable to 

Widecombe Church, House Fund and 

sent to Sarah Reeve, Bonehill Cottage, 

Bonehill Lane, Widecombe-in-the-Moor, 

TQ13 7TD 

For all other matters relating to the Church 

House please contact Diana Cameron on 
01364 621218 

Widecombe 
Handbells 

For anyone wishing to take up handbell 
ringing please come along to the Church 

House on 

Saturday 14th January 

Saturday 11th February 

10.00-11.00 am 

Everyone welcome, all ages and abilities, 

no need to read music 

£2 donation to cover costs 

We plan to continue the handbells as a 

regular monthly ringing as it would be 

wonderful if a team could be ringing in 2025 

to celebrate 100 years of handbell ringing in 

Widecombe. 

Widecombe Parish Council 
Advance Notice of Invitation to bid for the Sheep Grazing in the Parish 

Field for 2023 

The Parish Council is offering a Licence to graze sheep in the Parish Field from March to November 

2023 and is inviting bids for this grazing. 

Please note: 

The field will be planted with Apple Trees in wire guards which is why only sheep are to be grazed. 

There will be a minimum of three 2-week periods in the year when the field must be clear of sheep 
for events being held by the Jubilee Orchard Committee. There will be at least 6 weeks notice 

given of the date for each event. 

There may not be a water-supply in the field, in which case the Licensee will be responsible for 

providing a trough and keeping it replenished. 

The Licensee will be required to prove valid current Public Liability Insurance 

A copy of the Licence will be available after the Parish Council Meeting on 26th January 2023 

Bids or Expressions of Interest are welcome. Please contact Suzanna Hughes: 

suzanna.hughes21@gmail.com 

Mrs S Hughes, Widecombe PC, 16 Westwood Cleave, Ogwell, Newton Abbot, TQ12 6YE 

mailto:suzanna.hughes21@gmail.com
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The Jubilee Orchard (hitherto known as the Parish Field) is pleased to report great 
success. We have just 2 trees still without sponsors out of the 40 we are going to 

plant, and we have managed to have all the trees donated and the guards paid for 
through external funding.  Which means we still have a little money left in the piggy 

bank, and are all set for the next bit of excitement, which is……….. 

 

 

Do join us to help on Saturday January 28th, 10am, in the 

Jubilee Orchard behind the public car park in Widecombe. 

Bring a spade or a pruning saw if you fancy doing some hedge clearing, or loppers if 
you want to help clear our felled sycamore.  Bring any spare cable ties if you have 

them and a pair of secateurs.  The odd spirit level would be handy too. 

 

We will provide the rest, including 
refreshments. 

We should be done by lunchtime. 

To help us plan refreshments, please let 
Michael Brown know if you plan to come.  

Mikebrown007@hotmail.com  

P.S. Please let Michael know if you would like 

to sponsor a tree as well! 

mailto:Mikebrown007@hotmail.com
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http://www.cleardecorators.co.uk/
https://www.hmad.co.uk/
mailto:bryan@roguesroost.co.uk
http://www.christophersfunerals.co.uk/
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Dunstone & Poundsgate Methodist Chapels 

Ministers: Rev’d Kevin Hooke (01626) 832369 
Church contacts: Nigel Davis (01364) 631476 or Serena Walcot (01364) 631279 

Sunday Service 
Dunstone - Informal service at 3pm in Dunstone Chapel every week and all 

are welcome. 

Poundsgate - As New Year’s Day falls on the first Sunday of the month the next 
service will be Sunday 8th January at 3.00pm 

Dunstone Charity Lunches 

These are held monthly on the second Wednesday in the month.  

The next lunch is on Wednesday 11th January 12 - 3pm.  

There will be soup, bread, sushi, savory dishes, salads and cakes. There is no set 

price but you are asked to make as generous donation as possible for whichever 

charity we are collecting for that month. 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

Whiddon Autumn 
Festival 

3rd Annual Festival  

Wednesday 13th - Sunday 17th 

September 2023 

https://www.whiddonautumnfestival.co.uk/ 

WORLD-CLASS VOCAL AND CHAMBER 

MUSIC IN THE HEART OF DEVON. 

Join us in September every year for the 
Whiddon Autumn Festival, one of 
Devon’s freshest and most exciting 

cultural events. 

For more details and to sign up to our 
newsletter, please visit 

whiddonautumnfestival.co.uk. 

Bible Study 
Group 

We meet every Wednesday at 6pm 

at Higher Foxworthy.  

Everyone is welcome to join but 

please ring ……. 

Serena on 07789 762061 so we 

know the numbers.  

We are a small friendly group 
seeking to enrich our knowledge of 
God through his word in the Bible. 

https://www.whiddonautumnfestival.co.uk/
whiddonautumnfestival.co.uk.
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Ashburton Food Bank 

A CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE FOR 

ALL IN FOOD NEED  

Covering Ashburton and surrounding 
villages and hamlets 

WE WILL CONTINUE TO OFFER A 
DELIVERY SERVICE 

If you require food please phone: 
07767 453844 and leave a message 
with your name, number in house-
hold, any pets, telephone number 

and address. We will deliver to you 
as quickly as possible. 

Should you prefer to collect food, 
please phone and we will find a suita-

ble time and let you know. 

https://www.carrollcleaning.co.uk/
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Princetown History Club 

meets on the 1st Tuesday of each month 

at Princetown Community Centre  

at 7 for 7.30pm 

January 3 Pip Barker will talk about the 

Borstal Boys at Dartmoor Prison 

February 7th A talk by Andy Crabb, 

DNPA archaeologist, about the 

archaeology of Mardon Down.  

For  further information, please  contact  

Mr John Lissenden  

phone 01752  47573  

email jlissenden@talktalk.net  

Web Site: princetownhistoryclub.weebly.com 

Other Community News and Events 

High Moorland Women’s 
Institute Princetown 

We are a small friendly group of 16 ladies based 
in Princetown, but many of our members live 

outside. We try to support the community 
whenever we can and are always open to ideas 

and suggestions in this area. 

We meet the FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH in PRINCETOWN COMMUNITY HALL 
at 7.30pm. Our meetings usually finish around 9 

to 9.30pm. 

Our November meeting, in the Princetown 
Community Centre, will be a demonstration / 

practical on “Glass blowing”. 

On the SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH we hold a free tea, coffee and cakes 

slot.  Donations gratefully received. This is held 

at Princetown Community Hall 11am to 12.30. 

mailto:jlissenden@talktalk.net
https://princetownhistoryclub.weebly.com
mailto:admin@moorlandteam.org.uk
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News from the  

East Shallowford Trust 
 
At this time of year any wise and sensible school teacher would encourage their children to 
hunker down and stay warm indoors. Most do so. Consequently, the last few weeks, on the 
rain-less days we have nurtured, with fresh biscuits, a series of intrepid, determined and 
hard working volunteers, scrub clearing, brash beating and generally determined to clear 
areas on various marshes to prepare for plug transplanting planting next year. Tom 
Arrowsmith-Brown harvested heather seed. Devils Bit Scabious was collected by Mark 

Owen at Challacombe with determined 
volunteers. Oak, black thorn, hawthorn and alder 
have been collected through volunteers working 
with Moor Trees and those Ellie has found 
through her intrepid Facebook page. The result? 
Seeds beginning to wriggle roots down into little 
plugs or dark buckets and very healthy and fit 
volunteers. As I am sat at the computer in the 
warmth typing away I do feel some envy that I’m 
not outside on such a brilliant day, in the cold, 
but burning heat and calories to help undo the 
damage of years of over-grazing  
 

Soon the Devils Bit Scabious will need planting in the hundred little plug pots. The deadline 
is the end of January! We will do our best as the project target is 11,000 for this coming 
year. Can we increase the overall number of Marsh Fritillary Butterflies? We hope so, as the 
aim is to continue this work for many years to come. We don’t have the funding, but we do 
now have the basic infrastructure and network of amazing people, many of whom are 
retired but keen to help where they can. 
 
We have few visiting groups in January, which is a pity, but not surprising, so we have 
reserved the time for reporting and sorting. Ellie has to write her Heritage Lottery Grant 
report. The difference this grant has made is phenomenal. With funding available for 
transport for schools and various groups, our number of visitor days has increased from 
around 747 in 2019 to well over 3,000 in 2022. The impact has been profound. The number 
of day visitors has been phenomenal and also lots of fun. We keep moving forward, little by 
little. We still believe that the greatest impact and value with young people is on a four night, 
five day residential course. It may take a little while, but hopefully we will get there 
eventually. In the mean time……….. we need cooks! 
 

 Julia 
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Buckland-in-the-Moor Whist 2023 
12.30pm Optional soup and a roll lunch £2 at 

2.00pm Whist £3 including half-time refreshments draw 

Thursday 26th January. 

Whist every fourth Thursday in the month. 

Cook Wanted / 
Job Share  

Working with groups of disadvantaged young 
people, mostly from cities, who are not used 
to sitting around a table and sharing a home 
cooked meal, we are looking for a cook who 
can bake and prepare home meals for 
between 20-30 people at a time. Being our 
cook means becoming one of the team and 
also working with young people to encourage 
good nutrition and improved healthy eating 

habits. 

Hours are variable and can be topped up with 
cleaning or gardening if needed, or simply job 
share to gain hours that suit you. Flexibility will 
be essential along with own transport to 
Widecombe (we are about 2 miles out of 
Widecombe in the Moor). 

Please contact Julia directly on: 
Tel: 01364 621 392 
Julia@shallowfordfarm.co.uk 

mailto:Julia@shallowfordfarm.co.uk


38 

 

Granite - a play inspired by John Trevena’s stark depiction of Dartmoor life 

MED Theatre’s 2023 community play Granite follows the storyline of John 
Trevena's Dartmoor novel, by the same name, whilst integrating anecdotal and 
true stories from people of the moor over the last two centuries. These stories 
paint a picture of what life on the moor is really like, from the lows to the highs, 
and uses Trevena’s narratives to explore themes of loneliness, hard labour, 

religion, and love of the landscape.  

Granite will tour Dartmoor locations in March 2023: 

Fri 10th and Sat 11th March at Manaton Parish Hall  

Tues 14th March Belstone Village Hall  

Wed 15th March Southpark Community Centre, Buckfast Village 

Fri 17th and Sat 18th March Moretonhampstead Parish Hall  

All performances start at 7.30pm. 

For tickets and more information please visit www.medtheatre.co.uk or contact MED Theatre on 

01647 441356 / info@medtheatre.co.uk 

http://www.moorlogs.co.uk/
http://www.medtheatre.co.uk
mailto:info@medtheatre.co.uk
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Don’t suffer in silence this Winter  
Last week, whilst out on our routine school-run, I noticed an elderly man, sat in the car 
outside his house, eating breakfast. It took me a moment to realise why. It was a chilly 
morning, but his car was parked in a sunny spot and probably felt quite cosy compared to 
an unheated house. This quiet act, in a mild November, spoke volumes about the crisis that 

is about to unfold this Winter. 

These are exceptional times, and there is no shame in struggling to stay warm. A 
staggering 7 million UK households are estimated to now meet fuel poverty criteria (loosely 
defined as spending more than 10% of your income on energy). Warmth is so central to our 
sense of comfort and wellbeing in the Winter months. When that comfort is rationed or 

taken away completely, then it is only natural to feel vulnerable and exposed. 

What can you do if you can’t afford to heat your home? 

• Create pockets of cosiness and warmth. A heated electric blanket or throw can be a 
great source of warmth and comfort in an otherwise chilly home.  They typically cost 
between 1p and 3p per hour to run. If you can’t afford the upfront cost (about £60 at 
the moment), please get in touch with SDCE on 0800 112 3044 and we will do our 

best to help.  

• If you are struggling to pay your energy bills, our team of Home Energy Advisors 
offer free and impartial advice to help lower your energy usage, and can give grants 
of up to £200 to help you through a crisis (see www.sdce.org.uk). If you are in 

significant arrears we can help you to access other support.  

• If your household income is under £31k and/or you receive a benefit, you can also 
book a free home visit through www.leap.org.uk which could include boiler repairs, 

draft-proofing, and replacement LED bulbs free of charge.   

• Check that you have accessed all of the available government support on https://

helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/  

• If you need a change of scene and are really feeling the chill, look for local ‘warm 
banks’ – many churches, cafes, community buildings etc are opening their spaces 

for people to come and warm up and see some other human faces. 

• Heat the human, not the home. Google this phrase and you’ll find an excellent guide 

from the MoneySavingExpert on how to stay warm cheaply. 

It is going to be an uncomfortable Winter for us all, and a painful one for 

many.  

Let us get through it with resourcefulness, kindness and community. 

 

Nicky Puttick, South Dartmoor Community Energy 

http://www.sdce.org.uk
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/


40 

 

 

Extracts from the meeting on 22nd November 2022 

Proposed Closure of Princetown Visitor Centre - Council discussed 
at length the DNPA proposal as outlined in a letter from Kevin Bishop Chief Exec dated 8th 
Nov 2022. Councillors expressed extreme concern for the future economic viability of the 
village if the Visitor Centre were to close. Residents have also approached Councillors to 
discuss their concerns. Council resolved to write to Kevin Bishop expressing these 
concerns and asking for the proposal to be reconsidered. Council also resolved to write to 
Cllr Philip Sanders (DCC), MP Geoffrey Cox and Tom Stratton (DoC) to ask them to support 
the interests of the village in whatever way available to them. Cllr Manning encouraged all 
Councillors to write to them personally also, and to encourages residents to do the same.  

DNPA Byelaw Revision – Council discussed the latest proposed revisions to Byelaws 
and having responded in 2021, agreed no further response or action to be taken. Concerns 
were voiced again about who will actually ‘police’ the Byelaws, and also about wild camping 
provision, but as this is currently the subject of legal proceedings, it is not included in the 
most recent Byelaw revisions.  

Remembrance Parade and Service – The annual parade took place on the 13th 
November with a short service conducted by Revd Andrew Thomas, at the War Memorial in 
Princetown. Once again this was well attended, with the collection taken at the time raising 
£205.81 for Royal British Legion.  

Planning  
a) 0425/22 Land at Fernworthy Forest for a 35m lattice tower, associated solar panels and 
HVO generator. Council resolved to recommend APPROVAL. Council expressed concerns 
about the number of masts being applied for and questioned whether more co-operation 
between phone providers would reduce the number required.  

b) Proposed Tree Works 22/0050 - Princetown Conservation Area (around Prison) Council 
had no objections.  

Do you have what it takes to be a Parish Councillor?  
There is still one vacancy to be filled in the Princetown ward in the New Year. If you are 
interested in representing the views of local people and having your say about issues 
people care about, please see contact the Clerk for more information.  

Connecting with residents  
If you would like to keep up to date with issues being dealt with by the Parish Council 
please email clerk@dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk with ‘Add me to the Email List’ as 
the subject. You will then receive periodic e-mails, such as the agenda and minutes of 
meetings etc.  

Date of next ‘Tidy Princetown’ session: 10am til 11am Sunday 8th January 2023, all 
are welcome, meet outside the Post Office, Princetown.  

Dates of next meetings: Tuesday 24th January 2023 at 1930, Princetown Community Centre  

Agenda and Minutes: https://www.dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk/meetings.php 

Follow us on Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/dartmoorforestpc.net 

 Parish Clerk:  Miss Jackie Bennetts 

Telephone: 01822 859104 

Email:  clerk@dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Website:  www.dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Dartmoor Forest Parish Council 

mailto:clerk@dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk/meetings.php
https://www.facebook.com/dartmoorforestpc.net
mailto:clerk@dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.dartmoorforestparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Agricultural Services  Home Improvements  
Dartmoor Rural Services 20 Ashburton Glass 38 
Architect Services  Clear Decorating 32 
HMAD Architects 32 K Decorating 20 
Mike Gilbert Architectural Design 12 Rochelle's Curtains & Blinds 18 
Cleaning & Domestic Services  Hotels and Inns  
A Clean Pair  16 The Rugglestone 24 
Ashburton Chimney Sweep 28 Legal Services  
Carroll Cleaning Services 34 Francis Paffrey 14 

Community  Machinery for Hire  

Holne Second Hand Books 8 Digger and Dumper Hire 32 
Computing  Plumbing and Heating Services  
Computer Services 20 MH Perry 16 
Crafts / Produce  MTP Services Ltd 44 
Oak Cottage Honey 20 Private Water Services  
Scott Elson Chainsaw Carvings 10 County Cleansing 12 
Electrical Goods  Property for sale / rent  
J Searle & Son 16 Rendells 28 
Funeral Directors  Robert Williams Estate Agents 44 
Christophers Family Funerals 32 Stores  
Morris Bros. Funeral Directors 12 Holne Community Shop 8 
Garden Services  Widecombe General Store 26 
AF Brown 14 Tree Surgeons / Timber services  
Mole Problems 20 Anton Coaker 26 
Nick Mahoney 26 Dartforest Tree Works 28 
Health & Wellbeing  Down to Earth Logs 24 
Conversation Works 6 Geoff Partridge 24 
Clinical Reflexology 18 Moor Logs 38 
Moor Mobile Foot Clinic 38 Sam Hall Professional Tree Care 10 
Pilates Online 6 Spike Milton Timber Services 12 
Sophie Edmonds Massage Therapy 20   
Yoga with Ione 18   

Business Directory 
In each issue of the Parish Link we promote businesses across the Parish and surrounding area, these 
businesses support us and enable us to publish this magazine for the local community.  If you are looking for a 
great local business then look below.  Next to each business is the page where they appear in this issue.  If you 
call them, please let them know you found them in the Parish Link. 
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Contacting the Editorial Team  

Email items for inclusion or any other queries to: link@moorlandteam.org.uk  

For items sent by post please use the following addresses:  

Link Finances (donations, advertising   All Other Correspondence  
fees, invoices etc)  

Parish Link Treasurer    Parish Link 
c/o Way Park     c/o The Vicarage 
Widecombe-in-the-Moor    Widecombe-in-the-Moor 
Newton Abbot     Newton Abbot 
Devon      Devon 
TQ13 7TU      TQ13 7TF  

Cheques payable to:  
P C C Widecombe - Link Account  

Thank you to all those who make donations to the Parish Link.  

Commercial advertising and donations ensure that the Link continues 
to be provided free of charge throughout the Moorland Team.  

If you would like to make a donation, please contact the editorial team. 

Groups and Individuals who support the Parish Link 

Dartmoor Forest Parish Council 

Friends of Widecombe School 

High Moorland WI 

Holne Parish Council 

Holne Second-Hand Books 

Holne Village Hall Committee 

Leusdon Memorial Hall 

Moorland Merrymakers 

Phyl’s Follies (Postbridge) 

Postbridge Village Hall 

Princetown History Society 

Various anonymous donations 

Widecombe Church House Committee 

Widecombe Fair Committee 

Widecombe History Group 

Widecombe Ladies Social Group 

Widecombe Parish Council 

Widecombe Sports Group 

mailto:link@moorlandteam.org.uk
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Last . . . but not least . . .  

As we write this Final Word we are looking forward to hanging up our keyboards for the 

Christmas celebrations having made it through our first few months as an editorial team 

without too many hiccups. Surprisingly quickly we will be dusting them off again for the next 

issue and 2023 will be swinging into action.  

It has been a pleasure to take part in some of the celebrations this year and to meet so 

many of the people who make this moorland community as vibrant and lively as it is. Behind 

each issue are an army of people writing articles, confirming dates for local events, and 

letting us know about community events. 

Looking forward into 2023 there are so many opportunities to join in with your neighbours 

and have fun, learn something new or just deepen your appreciation of the special place 

that we live in. And, of course, when you need logs, or plumbers or many other local 

services don’t forget to check out our advertisers.  

We are always pleased to get feedback on the magazine and suggestions for new items or 

areas you would like it to cover. There is a suggestion box in Widecombe church or you can 

always email us at link@moorlandteam.org.uk. it’s amazing what we can squeeze into 44 

pages! 

Let’s see what 2023 brings to our moorland community! 

We look forward to hearing from you!! 
With best wishes from “The Link Team” 

PS The copy deadline for the February edition is Sunday 15th January 2023 

Parish Link Advertising Costs 

Size Size Month  

Sixth Page 61x60mm £7.50  

Quarter Page 61x92mm £12  

Half Page 128x92mm £20  

Full Page 128x192mm £35  

link@moorlandteam.org.uk 

Final Copy Deadline 

For the February 2023 edition of the Link will be Sunday 15th January but please 

send as early as you can by email. 

Next issue available on Thursday 26th January 

mailto:link@moorlandteam.org.uk
mailto:link@moorlandteam.org.uk


selling and auctioning homes on Dartmoor for 
a third of a century and providing valuation 
advice for probate, matrimonial and other 

professional purposes 

RICHARD COPUS FNAVA FNAEA (Honoured) CPEA 
Tel: 07766 335344 

E-mail: richard@robertwilliams.co.uk 
Web site: www.robertwilliams.co.uk 

COVERING THE WHOLE OF DEVON FROM THE HEART OF DEVON’S 
COUNTY TOWN, 2 SOUTHERNHAY WEST, EXETER, EX1 1JG 

with 70 associated offices in the south-west and a London connection  

Our man on the 
Moor, Richard 

Copus has over 30 
years unrivalled 

experience of 
Dartmoor 
Properties 

mailto:mtpservicesltd@live.co.uk

