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The Ministry Team
Team Rector  
Rt Revd Mark Rylands

The Rectory, 
Copperwood Close
Ashburton, TQ13 7JQ

01364 716309
mark.rylands@mmuk.net 

Team Vicar
Revd Geoffrey Fenton

The Vicarage,
Widecombe-in-the-Moor, 
TQ13 7TF

01364 621334
geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk

Mission and Family 
Development  Worker
Heidi Lewis

Holne Vicarage, 
Holne,
TQ13 7RT

07759578941
heidi@moorlandteam.org.uk

Methodist Minister       
Revd Kevin Hooke

01626 832369
hookekp@hotmail.com

Safeguarding:

If you have a concern about the safety of someone or the actions of someone working with 
children or vulnerable adults, please speak to someone:

Moorland Team Safeguarding Adviser - Judy Southcombe  01364 621520 
Diocesan Safeguarding Team - SafeguardingEnquiry@exeter.anglican.org

Moorland Team Website:  www.ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/
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The Parish Letter

The Beautiful Game

 Football is a universal language: a way to make conversation and friends in 
foreign countries and cultures. I once spent 3 hours fishing in a dhow with a 
Kenyan.  He spoke Swahili; I spoke English. He was Muslim; I was Christian. But we 
communicated well because he had a passion for Arsenal and I am a Chelsea fan.

Next month, England will play in the Euro 2021 Championship. Whisper it quietly but 
we may have a chance of going all the way to the final! 

Ever since Mexico 1970 I have had a traumatic relationship with the England team. 
Aged eight, my father allowed me and my brother Tom, to watch the first half of 
the Quarter- Final of England v Germany – a big treat. We went to bed at half time 
exuberant. England were 2-0 up. I was proud that my hero, the Chelsea goalkeeper 
Peter Bonetti, was playing his part by keeping a clean sheet while Gordon Banks, 
England’s first choice goalie, was out through food poisoning. 

During the second half we were supposed to be sleeping but, of course, could not. 
It was a warm night and my brother and I were far too excited.  My bed became the 
goal and I was goalie (Peter Bonetti, of course – I had even changed into my Chelsea 
strip) but I failed to save a shot by my brother and the ball (rolled up socks) knocked 
a mug on the floor making a loud noise. This, and Tom shouting: ‘Goal!’, led to the 
sound of heavy footsteps on the stairs. My father really had had enough now. We 
were for it. We scampered into bed to await our punishment. But it wasn’t what we 
expected. No. My Dad opened the door, stood in the room at the foot of our beds and 
said: ‘England have lost 3-2 to Germany.’ He then left quietly and shut the door.

We were quiet then. I may even have cried myself to sleep. It was only over the 
next few days that I began to understand how it all went wrong for England: that the 
manager had substituted Bobby Charlton at half time to save his energy for the semi-
final, the Germans found an extra gear and Peter Bonetti, my hero, was at fault for 
one of the goals. In fact, Peter became the scapegoat for that defeat.

I’m not sure I have quite recovered from the trauma of that defeat in the summer of 
1970. Some would argue the England national team never has. Peter Bonetti hardly 
did either. He retired early from football as people never let him forget his lapse on 

Continued on page 5
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Churchwardens

For all editorial information - copy date, contact details etc. please see inside back cover.

St Mary the Virgin, Holne with  St Raphael, Huccaby
Gillian Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507 gillianp1992@gmail.com

Anthony Parker as above as above anthonyfp999@gmail.com

St John the Baptist, Leusdon
Geoff Bamsey 26 Old Manor Close, Holne Cross, TQ13 7JF 01364 652820 geoff.bamsey486@gmail.com

Patrick Simpson Spitchwick Manor, Poundsgate, TQ13 7PB 01364 631209 admin@bennah.co.uk

St Gabriel, Postbridge
Annie Smerdon 4A Oaktree Park, Sticklepath, EX20 2NB 01837 840201 gerald.postbridge@btconnect.com

Wendy Watson Middle Merripit Farm, Postbridge, PL20 6TJ 01822 880215 wendy@merribridge.plus.com

St Pancras, Widecombe
Michael Pascoe Wooder Bungalow, Widecombe, TQ13 7TR 01364 621333 pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk

St Andrews, Ashburton
William West Tawstock, Knowle Close, Ashburton TQ13 7RA 01364 652666 william1208west@me.com

Francis Parffrey Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA 01364 654067 francis.parffrey@gmail.com

St Mary the Virgin, Bickington
Peter Warren Rentor, Bickington 01626 821213 pw.rentor@gmail.com

St Peter, Buckland in the Moor
Stephanie Palk Halshanger Manor, Ashburton 01364 652430 stmp7@tiscali.co.uk

Moorland Team Officers
Treasurer Francis Parffrey Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA 01364 654067 francis.parffrey@gmail.com

Secretary Gillian Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507 gillianp1992@gmail.com

Safeguarding  Adviser  Judy Southcombe - 01364 621520 judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk

Team Administrator Cassie Long - 01364 654280 admin@moorlandteam.org.uk

BENEFICE OFFICE - Cassie will be in the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  
She will be working remotely on Thursdays.  Office hours are 9.00am - 1.00pm. 
Telephone 01364 654280 / 07445 240 133 or  email: admin@moorlandteam.org.uk 

PARISH OFFICE - Email: parishoffice1@tiscali.co.uk
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Church News & Events
(Continued from page 3)
that fateful day in Mexico. Oddly enough, I met him on a pilgrimage to Iona, the 
day after the 1982 World Cup. Seeking permission to fish a loch for trout (yes, you 
can pray while you are fishing…), I was sent to a cottage at the end of Mull and 
there he was opening the door to me. Peter was working as the Postman for the 
isle of Mull and glad to let me fish. I never asked him about that day in Mexico… 
and was too awestruck to ask for his autograph but I had a great day’s fishing – 
and enough trout for a fish pie to feed all the pilgrims back on Iona that evening.

This summer, teams will gather from across the continent to play in Euro 2021.  
Different languages, nations and cultures yet all are united in a love for the 
beautiful game. Each fan hoping that their team will play above itself and be much 
more than the sum of its individual skilful parts. And, I too, will be dreaming that a 
team of eleven players will for once play without fear of failure. 

I am reminded that at Pentecost - which we celebrate on 23rd May - people from 
all nations, different backgrounds and languages gather together in Jerusalem for 
the Harvest Festival. As the Spirit comes down on the eleven disciples, they are 
emboldened as witnesses. And I think of that other Peter who, saved by Jesus 
for a second time, came through the trauma of failure and defeat.  Preaching 
powerfully of God’s winning ways, everyone heard and understood Peter’s 
message of rescue for all in their own language.

Now what about England’s chances of winning the Euros..?

+Mark

Moorland Parish Link Online
This edition of the Moorland Parish Link (and previous editions) can be downloaded 
using the following links:

https://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/parish_link/index.php  

https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/news          

https://www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/parish_link/index.php
https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/news
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   M T P  …  as easy as   1 2 3 
          IInnssttaallllaattiioonn              ..            SSeerrvviiccee              ..          MMaaiinntteennaannccee  

      For all your plumbing & heating requirements 

          ● ALL PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN INC. PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIES – FITRATION & PH CORRECTION. 
         ● OIL & SOLID FUEL CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 
         ● REPLACEMENT OIL TANK INSTALLATIONS INC. CONSTRUCTION OF TANK BASES. 
         ● NEW BATHROOM REFURBISHMENTS – FULL INSTALLATION PACKAGE TO INC. WETROOMS &  
             UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 
         ● OIL BOILER SERVICING / BREAKDOWN REPAIRS INC. AGA, RAYBURN, HERTIAGE &   STANLEY.       

           

  M   T   P   Services   LTD  
    Contact Sam or Martin on   01822 880318 
    Email:                mtpservicesltd@live.co.uk  

 

ANTON COAKER ENGLISH TIMBER LTD 
 

Oak Beams or whole oak frames, Douglas Fir, Ash, Chestnut, Sycamore etc 
Green oak etc cut to order, air-dried stock in various timbers, kiln dried to order 

ALL ENGLISH TIMBER 
Logs also supplied, either ready cut or skinny offcuts 

 

SHERBERTON BEEF 
Meat from OUR OWN ANIMALS sold direct to you, fresh or frozen 

 
Sherberton Farm, Hexworthy 

Tel. no. 01364 631276 or email wood@anton-coaker.co.uk 

 

Some things to do in May … 

• Yes, still beware night frosts! 

• Keep an eye out for, & deal with, 

pests & diseases 
• Continue mowing, blades lower 

• Keep watering & feeding plants 

• Prune early flowering shrubs 

• Tie in climbers & stake perennials 

• Plant leeks, courgettes & brassicas 

• Mulch fruit with well rotted manure 

Andy
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Churches Open
Our churches are open for services & private prayer. Opening times vary:

St Andrew’s, Ashburton Daily, 10.00am-4.00pm
St Mary the Virgin, Holne Daily, 10.00am-4:30pm
St Raphael’s, Huccaby Daily, 9:30am-5:30pm
St Peter’s, Buckland-in-the-Moor Daily
St Mary the Virgin, Bickington By appointment – 01626 821213
St Pancras, Widecombe Daily 9.00am-5.00pm
St John the Baptist, Leusdon Daily 9.00am-5.00pm
St Gabriel, Postbridge Daily

Please check the website https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/ and Facebook pages, 
The Ashburton and Moorland Team https://www.facebook.com/moorlandteam and 
Ashburton All Age Church https://www.facebook.com/Ashburtonallage, for the latest 
updates.

An hour of quiet reflection at Postbridge Church 
 

The monthly services that will return to the church one day can be found on: 
https://www.moorlandteam.org.uk/p.htm 

 

They can be used at any time, in particular if you are feeling you 
need a time of quiet in these challenging days. 

 

Geoffrey 
 

More information from Revd Geoffrey Fenton, Widecombe Vicarage, 01364 621334 

There are no register entries

From the Registers

https://ashburtonandmoor.org.uk/
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Holne Playpark Charity 

Wildlife and Wellbeing project complete.  With Wildflowers to come – hopefully.

The outdoor adult gym equipment is 
installed, we hope you enjoy using it.  

And we’ve installed a bug hotel, put up various bird 
boxes and dormouse boxes.  Thanks to funding from 
Holne Books, Hastoe Housing Association and DCC 
Locality funding.

We are hoping to create a summer wildflower area this year, which will be great for 
wildlife, and hopefully fun to explore. 

Thanks to everyone involved.
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For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link
Church Services -  see Page 24 for details

St Mary the Virgin, Holne

Date Time Service
2nd May -
9th May 18:00 Holy Communion
16th May 09:00 Holy Communion at Huccaby
23rd May 17:00 Evening Worship
30th May -

Holne Garden Group
We have been thinking hard about the Garden Club and our much 
missed outings. It may be a long time before we can go out by coach 
again, but how about half day outings, by car, to nearby places where 
we can walk in beautiful surroundings and chat with our friends from 
a safe distance? We are getting together a short list, something to 
cheer the long dark days of winter. Please email Judy to add your 
suggestions.

If you are interested, get in touch, or we will contact you all. In the meantime, very best 
wishes to all. 
Gill Gray gill@priddons.co.uk 01364 631111 and 
Judy Le Marchant judylemarchant@btinternet.com 01364 644099.

St. Mary the Virgin, Holne - Open for private prayer
St. Mary the Virgin, Holne is now open daily for private prayer between 10.00am and 
4.30pm.  

Measures to be able to ‘pray safe - stay safe’ have been put in place and we hope 
that visitors will find peace and inspiration within the church.

Thank you to the ladies who have decorated the church with flowers and to those 
who have taken the responsibility for keeping the building clean and safe.

mailto:gill@priddons.co.uk
mailto:judylemarchant@btinternet.com
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County Cleansing
L   I   M   I   T   E   D

Septic Tanks  -  Sewage Systems  -  Cesspits

Septic Tanks Emptied
Competitive Rates

01364 653900   or   07976 561906
Professional Reliable Clean Service 

Specially Adapted Vehicle for the Devon Lanes

24/7 Emergency Call out

Contact Simon Fisher
8 Fairfield Road, Kingskerswell, Newton Abbot, TQ12 5HQ

countycleansing@btinternet.com

 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

PAINTER & DECORATOR       

FREE QUOTES    REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

Kevin Teague    Denbury
Tel:  07810 262744   or   01803 813685

STEVE HUTCHINSON
CARPENTER AND 

GENERAL BUILDER
Tel. 01822 259344 

Mob. 07737 765574

Extensions        Alterations
Refurbishments

Fibreglass Flat Roofs
Carpentry

For an efficient, humane  
Mole Catching Service 

in your area, that really works….!

Competitive prices.

Call Mick
Tel 01647 221357

Email    mickc911@gmail.com
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Holne Village Hall
Situated in the middle of the village, near 
Church, shop and Inn, available to hire at 
reasonable rates. 
Medium sized hall with separate well equipped 
kitchen. Sufficient chairs and tables for any 
event.  
Car parking adjacent to the Hall.                  
Rates (per hour)   £8  (£5 for locals)       
For more information or to book: 
please ring Nicky Bellamy 
on 01364 631323     
or email holnevillagehall@gmail.com

HOLNE VILLAGE HALL
SOUP & CHEESE LUNCH   

Lunches are cancelled 
until further notice      

Whist Drives  
are held in Holne Village Hall  

All Whist Drives are cancelled until 
further notice.

Holne Second-Hand Books 

Hill Top,  Butts Cross,  Holne

If you have any books, CDs, DVDs and jigsaws you can donate - please 
leave  

in the porch or garage at Hilltop.
Don’t forget that you can buy books at any time. Open most days and weekends

Mike and Gill Cunniam (01364 631152)
Supporting Devon Air Ambulance and Holne Community projects.

HOLNE VILLAGE HALL
 

At a recent review of the current status of the hall, the Committee have taken the 
decision that the hall will remain closed for the time being. . 

We will review the situation in April or May 2021.

We regret any disappointment or inconvenience caused to any potential hirers or 
groups.

Peter Bellamy [Joint Chairman HVHMC].
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Glass, Locks and Security

Ashburton
Glass & Locks.co.uk

• Single, Double & Secondary Glazing
• Box Sash & Velux Window Repairs
• U.P.V.C. Repairs
• Locks, Hinges & Handle Repairs
• Emergency 24hr Locksmith 
                              & Boarding Service

A friendly, prompt and efficient service
Please contact Scott for  

further information or a free estimate

Telephone:  01364 631572
Mobile:  07786 355682

 

Morris Bros. 
Funeral Directors 

  

Established in 1870 
  

Your local independent Funeral Director is 
owned & run by the fifth generation of the 
Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke.  We 
provide a qualified, professional & sensitive 
service to the people of Tavistock & 
surrounding areas.  Simon & Lucie live on 
site at The Old Bedford Foundry providing 
you with a very personal service regardless 
of the time of day or night.  Call for a 24 hour 
service on 
  

01822 612023 
  

The Old Bedford Foundry 
Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ 

  

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available   
  

www.morrisbros.co.uk 

•	Experienced,	friendly	and	local	RIBA	
chartered	architecture	practice	based	in	
Exeter.	

•	Specialising	in	the	adaptation	of	listed	
buildings,	residential	extensions,	
renovations	and	low	energy	new	builds.

•	For	a	FREE	consultation	with	
hmad|architects	please	contact		
Luke	McAdam:

hmad|architects

01392 459777 - MAIL@HMAD.CO.UK
WWW.HMAD.CO.UK

 

 

Geoff Partridge NCH (Arb) 
 

For all your Arboriculture work 
 

 
Other services include 

➢ Hedge Laying & other rural skills  
➢ Wood chipper available   
➢ Quad bike with sprayer - ideal for 

pony paddocks & small fields  
➢ Advice & quotations given 

 

Tel: 01364 621468 
Mob: 07759 774394 

email: gm.partridge68@gmail.com 
 

Over 35 years’ experience in the industry 
5 Million Public Liability Insurance 
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St Raphael, Huccaby  
For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services -  see Page 24 for details

St.Raphael, Huccaby is open daily between 9.30am and 5.30pm

Why Prayer trees?
Last year, Archbishop Justin Welby explored different ways of praying. From asking 
for things and giving thanks, to expressing deep sadness and anger, and saying 
sorry.  In an open letter this year, both Archbishops Justin and Stephen Cottrell 
invited everyone across England – whether they have faith or not – to pause, 
reflect on the “enormity of this Covid pandemic” and to pray.  So why prayer trees?

National research has revealed that if visitors to any church – whether simply 
entering the building out of curiosity to look at the architecture or to seek out the 
history of the building, become ‘actively engaged’, for example, by lighting a candle 
or writing a prayer, somewhat remarkably more than 60% will return to that church 
building.

Last year we created a home-made prayer tree 
for St. Raphael’s with paper luggage labels and 
the results have been astonishing.  More than 
170 individual, and often very heartfelt prayers, 
have been left.

Prayers range from seeking God’s healing for 
someone; thanksgiving; for strength to face 
a particular challenge; for the safety of loved 
ones and in memory of people who have 
died.  Each one of these is special and will be 
answered in some way.  Whilst God doesn’t 
always answer prayers in the way we might 
want or expect, as Christians we believe that

Continued on page 15
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RICHARD COPUS  FNAVA FNAEA  (Honoured) CPEA
Tel: 07766 335344

E-mail: richard@robertwilliams.co.uk
Web site: www.robertwilliams.co.uk

COVERING THE WHOLE OF DEVON FROM THE HEART OF DEVON’S
COUNTY TOWN, 2 SOUTHERNHAY WEST, EXETER, EX1 1JG

Our man on the Moor,  
Richard Copus has  

over 30 years  
unrivalled experience  

of Dartmoor  
Properties

 

 

 

These classes are suitable for varied ages and 
abilities.  Beginner to improver level.  Join a small, 
friendly group, where you are clearly visible to the 
teacher whilst you exercise in the comfort of your 

home. Instructor can offer you all the technical 
support you may need to join an online class.  

PPIILLAATTEESS  OONNLLIINNEE 

Monday Evenings                                                     
6 – 7.15pm & 7.30 – 8.45pm                                     

Tuesday Mornings                                           
9.15 – 10.30am & 10.45 - noon                                    

Thursday Mornings                                           
9.15 – 10.30am                                                  

10.45 – 11.45am (over 60’s group)                               

Further Information:  Faith Burch                        
07952 157585    faithburch1964@gmail.com      

Qualified with The Pilates Foundation 

 

 

BBee  PPaarrtt  ooff  aa  GGrroouupp  SSttaayyiinngg  FFiitt  &&  AAccttiivvee  iinn  LLoocckkddoowwnn!!  
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God knows what is best for us.  Sometimes just the act of writing a prayer down can 
bring consolation or hope or joy.

Prayer is a powerful thing, and it is good that our churches can be used throughout 
the week to provide places of prayer and contemplation.  Visitors to our churches may 
come with a different purpose in mind but ultimately find something else that inspires 
and moves them.

Gillian

(Continued from page 13)

Coronavirus

ASHBURTON-LOCKDOWN-LARDER—FREE-NO FORMS-CONFIDENTIAL-DELIVERED 
07902-390-558

lost jobare you waiting 
for your 

Universal Credit?

low on funds

no food

feel ashamed
anxious

don’t  know 
where your 
next meal is 
coming from?

never asked 
anyone for help

hate forms

always looked 
after myself

never asked 
for charity
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Chiropractor? Back and Neck Pain?  
Please call 01626 353334 or email info@sykesverweycentre.co.uk 

 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Located at 5 Brunel Buildings, Newton Abbot, TQ12 4PB

Pottery Classes with Kate Lyons-Miller
I have recently been able to re-start my pottery classes at 

Holwell Studio, Widecombe in the Moor. Very small groups of 
2/3, masks are worn and we do all we can to be Covid aware. 

The classes are informal and friendly, handbuilding, but a 
kick wheel is available. Suitable for all ages and abilities, 

wheelchair friendly, except perhaps for access to the compost 
loo. I encourage experimentation, the only limits are the kiln 

sizes.
The sessions run on Thursday, Friday and Saturdays, 
10-12.30, or 2.00-5.00, and cost £20.00, which includes 

first firing and basic materials, and of course, tea/coffee and 
biscuits, potters essentials. There is more information on my 

website, www.katelyonsmiller.com 

I’m very happy to say that I have just been selected as a 
member of The Devon Guild of Craftsmen at Bovey Tracey.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o All aspects of Tree Surgery carried out                                  
o Hedgetrimming and shaping 
o Site Clearance work 
o TPO/Conservation applications carried out 
o Hardwood log supplies 

                                  samhallsptc@hotmail.com     www.samhallstreecare.co.uk                                                                       

 
Sam Hall’s 

Professional Tree Care 
Hexworthy, South Devon 

Home: 01364 405631 Mobile: 07553 262329 

Qualified       *       Experienced      *       Insured 
 

technology 
c o n s u l t i n g  

o Over 10 years exeperience  
o Fully insured with public liability up 

to £5 million. 
o Free no obligation quote 

01364 631405

http://www.katelyonsmiller.com


Le
us

do
n

17

St John the Baptist, Leusdon
For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services -  see Page 24 for details

Date Time Service
2nd May 16:00 Rogation Service
9th May 12:00 Christian Aid Service
16th May 12:00 Parish Communion
23rd May 12:00 Parish Communion
30th May 12:00 Parish Communion

    

Leusdon Church - Information and Support

Leusdon Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time – an 
opportunity to sit quietly, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.

Please wear a face-covering when inside the church, and be sure to use the hand-
sanitiser when you enter and when you leave.  

We are holding services in the church every Sunday (as shown above). If you are not 
able to attend, why not download the latest service and use it at home? You can find 

it here: 

https://www.moorlandteam.org.uk/L

Do give me a call if you’d like a chat.

Revd Geoffrey Fenton (Team Vicar) 01364 621334 geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk

https://www.moorlandteam.org.uk/L
mailto:geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk 
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43 FORE STREET BUCKFASTLIGH TQ11 0AA 01364 643242 
 

Sales Service Rentals 

Rental Centre:  
Why buy when you can rent. Low monthly payments, 
 no service worries, keep up to date with upgrades .  

Rentals subject to status. 

Appliance Repairs 
Washing Machine, Tumble Dryers 
Dishwashers, Refrigeration 
All Manufactures 

All your Electrical needs in one place.  
Large showrooms for all Appliances from TV’s to Washing Machines, 

TumbleDryers, Cookers and Fridge Freezers. Your Local Euronics Centre 
Fast same day/next day  FREE DELIVERY 

www.jsearle.co.uk 

Scott Build
Building & Maintenance

Scott Build   •   City & Guilds Approved   •   Fully Insured
 07568 141127   •   01803 554931   •   Scottlount@gmail.com

• Brick & Block Work           • Refurbishments
• Stone Work    • Slab Laying
• Driveways     • Ground Work
• Drainage      • Structural Work
• Alterations      • Garage Conversions
• Extensions       • Plastering & 
• Fencing       Rendering

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES AND 
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE, FULLY INSURED.

OPERATING THROUGHOUT SOUTH HAMS, 
TORBAY & TEIGNBRIDGE AREAS.

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

CALL MARLDON:  01803 554931
MOBILE: 07568 141127 

Ashburton Chimney Sweep
*  Open fires

*  Woodburning & 
    multifuel stoves

*  Nests removed

*  Cowls fitted

   Available for Weddings

Very clean         Experienced      
Reasonable rates      

Satisfaction Guaranteed

For your free quote, please call
Tel: 01364 653440  
or 07791 737161
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Coffee Morning and Stalls
We hold our Coffee & Stalls on the first Wednesday of every month.  

It is a great opportunity for a community to  get together for a couple of hours, and buy our homemade 
preserves including Marmalade, Jam and Chutney. Also great selection of books at assorted prices, 

puzzles, bric a brac and  nearly new clothes.  Raffle.   Local meat stall from ‘Meat Dartmoor’. 
Coffee Mornings cancelled until further notice

10-12 Admission £1.50 (includes tea/coffee etc)

Hiring Leusdon Memorial Hall
The Hall can take up to 100 people for 
functions or events. Inside there is a large, 
well equipped kitchen with plenty of worktop 
space. 

Outside parking is available for many 
vehicles. Level access for wheelchairs and 
the less able-bodied.

Hire Rates:  £8 per hour 
For more information or booking contact 

Amanda on 01364  631432

Whist Drive Dates
At Leusdon Memorial Hall

All Whist Drives are cancelled until 
further notice.
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• General plumbing & heating  • Boiler installation & replacements
• Bathroom installations  • Boiler servicing and breakdowns
• LPG and natural gas • 24/7 emergency breakdowns
• Free quotations

CC PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES
Contact: 07521 972332 
Email:  c.cplumbingandheating@outlook.com

Log Splitting Services and Domestic Fencing  

Self contained log splitting service 
quick and efficient. 

Domestic fencing supplied and erected.

Please call Joe on 07899827352 or 01364 643467

  

www.tdenmanelectrical.co.uk 

For more information on all our services or 
free estimates please call us on 

T: 01647 441551 or M: 07966 024292 
E:info@tdenmanelectrical.co.uk 

• Domestic, Industrial, 
Commercial & Agricultural 

• Fault Finding, Free Advice, 
Visual Inspections & Reports 

• Electric Safety Inspection 
Reports 

• Portable Appliance Testing 
(PAT) 

 

Based on Dartmoor! 

Rochelles Curtains and Blinds EST 1989
(now based on Dartmoor, in the South Hams & Exeter)

•  Custom made curtains and blinds •  Tracks and poles
•  Free measuring & consultation service •  All types of blinds
•  Wide selection of fabrics to choose from •  25+ years experience
•  We also make with your own fabrics •  Alterations
•  In house making service •  Fitting service

Tel:  01626 270076  Mobile: 07525 618286   
email address: phil-kendall@hotmail.co.uk
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St Gabriel, Postbridge
For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services -  see Page 24 for details

The Old Clapper Bridge, Postbridge

Meetings
Parties

Available
for Hire

Special rate for Postbridge Residents
Please call     Jackie Gee  01822 880224

POSTBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

Postbridge Church - Information and Support
Postbridge Church is open all day, every day. You are welcome to visit at any time – 

an opportunity to light a candle, say a prayer and enjoy our beautiful building.

Please wear a face-covering when inside the church, and be sure to use the hand-
sanitiser when you enter and when you leave.  

We are holding services in the church on some Sundays (as shown above). If you 
are not able to attend, why not download the latest service and use it at home? You 

can find it here: 

https://www.moorlandteam.org.uk/p

Do give me a call if you’d like a chat.

Revd Geoffrey Fenton (Team Vicar) 01364 621334 geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk

Date Time Service
2nd May 18:00 Rogation Service
9th May -
16th May -
23rd May 09:00 Holy Communion
30th May -

    

https://www.moorlandteam.org.uk/p
mailto:geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk
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cleardecorators.co.uk

 •All Aspects of Tree Surgery       •Tree Inspections & Reports       •Stump Grinding
 •Tree Decay Testing                       •Fully Insured                                   •Free Advice and Quotations

   Aran Kimberlee                                 Tel: 01364 72804                       Mob: 07594 680168 
   BSc (Hons) Arboriculture, M Arbor A

   aran@darforesttrees.co.uk                                                                                       www.dartforesttrees.co.uk.
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High Moorland Women’s Institute Princetown
If you would like to be a part of a hugely respected organisation, come along to 
one of our monthly meetings for a taster to see if WI is for you.  We meet on the 
first Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm in the Community Centre small hall 
Princetown.  It will cost you £3. You are welcome to attend two meetings as a taster. We are a fun 
group of mixed age range ladies and we do have a good laugh.  Do come and see what we get up to.

All meetings are cancelled until further notice
If you would like to know more about High Moorland Women’s Institute or details of the events 
listed above, please drop Helly an email on hellyhtsn@hotmail.com or follow us on Facebook: 
High Moorland Women’s Institute.

Postbridge Whist Drives - Held in the Village Hall
All Whist Drives are cancelled until further notice.

Learners are especially welcome. Entrance fee of £2.50 to include refreshments and prizes. 
Contact: Jackie Gee, Bungalow 2, Dartfordleigh, Postbridge, Yelverton, PL20 6TJ.  

                                                  Tel: 01822 880224

Princetown History Club
May 4th - A talk by Barbie Thompson on “George McGrath, Princetown’s forgotten 
surgeon” via Zoom

Jun 1st - Exploration of Yennadon Down, with Liz Miall

Jul 6th - A walk around Moretonhampstead, with Gary Cox

Aug 3rd - A visit to Whiteworks, with Andy Crabb, DNPA archeologist.

Sep 7th - A talk on “Stone Men” (hopefully back in the Community Centre) by Paul 
Rendell

Oct 5th - A talk on “The Trendle, Tavistock” by Andrew Thompson

Nov 2nd - A talk on “The Dave Brewer Archive” by Tim Jenkinson

Dec 7th - AGM
For further information, please phone  Mr John Lissenden on 01752 847573 
or  email    jlissenden@talktalk.net     Web Site:  princetownhistoryclub.weebly.com

mailto:hellyhtsn@hotmail.com
mailto:jlissenden@talktalk.net 
http://princetownhistoryclub.weebly.com


24

Church Services for May 2021
2nd May                                                       Easter 5                                                             White
Readings - Baruch 3:9-15, 32-4:4 or Genesis 22:1-18; Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8
Widecombe 10:30 Rogation Service Bickington 09:00 Holy Communion
Leusdon 16:00 Rogation Service Ashburton 10:30 Family Service
9th May                                                       Easter 6                                                              White
Readings - Isaiah 55:1-11; Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17
Widecombe 10:30 Christian Aid Service Ashburton 09:00 Sundays@9am
Leusdon 12:00 Christian Aid Service Ashburton 10:30 Parish Communion
Holne 18:00 Holy Communion
13th May                                                  Ascension Day                                                     White
Readings - Ezekiel 36:24-28; Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19

Ashburton TBD Ascension Day
Communion

16th May                                                     Easter 7                                                              White 
Readings - Ezekiel 36:24-28; Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19
Huccaby 09:00 Holy Communion Ashburton 09:00 Sundays@9am
Widecombe 10:30 Parish Communion Ashburton 10:30 Parish Communion
Leusdon 12:00 Parish Communion Buckland 15:00 Holy Communion
23rd May                                                     Pentecost                                                           White
Readings - Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27, 16:4b-
15
Postbridge 09:00 Holy Communion Ashburton 09:00 Breakfast Church
Widecombe 10:30 Parish Communion Ashburton 10:30 Pentecost Communion
Leusdon 12:00 Parish Communion
Holne 17:00 Evening Worship
30th May                                                  Trinity Sunday                                                      Green
Readings - Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17
Widecombe 10:30 Parish Communion Ashburton 08:00 Holy Communion
Leusdon 12:00 Parish Communion Online 10:30 United Service for

Environment Sunday
6th June                                                       Trinity 1                                                            Green
Readings - Genesis 3:8-15; Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35
Widecombe 10:30 All Age Service Bickington 09:00 Holy Communion
Leusdon 16:00 Evening Prayer Ashburton 10:30 Family Service

These are the services planned for May, subject to any changes in Covid rules.
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Holy Communion			             Midweek & At Home

Communion at home

If you would like to receive Home 
Communion please contact Mark or 

Geoffrey. 
(see page 2 for contact details)

There is a service of
Holy Communion
every Wednesday

at 10.30
at St. Andrew’s Church

in Ashburton
You will be most welcome!.

Mid-week Communion
Wednesday 5th May Ashburton 10:30
Wednesday 12th May Ashburton 10:30
Wednesday 19th May Ashburton 10:30
Wednesday 26th May Ashburton 10:30
Wednesday 2nd June Ashburton 10:30

Key to Service Leaders
MR Revd Mark Rylands SS Steve Sheldon JA Revd John Andrews
AR Revd Mandy Rylands DW Revd David Witchell HL Heidi Lewis
GF Revd Geoffrey Fenton SLW Simon Le-Pine Williams KH Revd Kevin Hooke
JG Revd John Good WW William West JAsh Jane Ashton
AK Anthony Kyriakides CA Chloe Axford

Dates for the Diary

July 2021 Page

10 Parish Field Open Day 32

Should I wear a face covering in a church building?
Face coverings are currently mandatory in places of worship. While there are 
exemptions this is a legal requirement.

For further guidance review the Who Needs to Wear a Face Covering During 
Services section at https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/
coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches

May 2021 Page

20 Phyl’s Follies AGM 39

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
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THE RUGGLESTONE INN
WIDECOMBE IN THE MOOR

Home from home with Cask ales, fine wines, local cider & country food.
Traditional Dartmoor Inn with an inviting atmosphere, all set in 

a fabulous beer garden, with moorland brook.
ACCOMMODATION

Rugglestone Cottage set in the grounds of the inn offers two bedrooms, 
open plan kitchen / living area and private patio.

Available all year round.
www.rugglestoneinn.co.uk

01364 621327
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St Pancras, Widecombe-in-the-Moor
For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services -  see Page 24 for details

Date Time Service
2nd May 10:30 Rogation Service
9th May 10:30 Christian Aid Service
16th May 10:30 Parish Communion
23rd May 10:30 Parish Communion
30th May 10:30 Parish Communion

Widecombe Church - Information and Support
Widecombe Church is now open every day from 9am to 5pm. You are welcome 
to visit during these hours – an opportunity to light a candle, say a prayer, buy a 

guidebook, postcard or small gift, or just enjoy our beautiful building.

Please wear a face-covering when inside the church, and be sure to use the hand-
sanitiser when you enter and when you leave.  

We are holding services in the church every Sunday. If you are not able to attend, 
why not download the latest service and use it at home? You can find it here: 

https://www.moorlandteam.org.uk/w

Do give me a call if you’d like a chat.

Revd Geoffrey Fenton (Team Vicar) 01364 621334  geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk

Widecombe Community Support
Widecombe Parish Council has decided it is the right time to stop the organised 

Social Isolation Support that was set up last March when Covid-19 began as 
restrictions are easing and the vaccination programme is rolling out well.  

Enormous thanks are given to Kirsty Peake for making herself available every 
afternoon to man the telephone helpline, Roger Claxton for managing the website 
pages and to all the volunteers who have offered their time and skills to support 

those in need over the past year - a true community effort.

https://www.moorlandteam.org.uk/w
mailto:geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk
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Wideco  

Widecombe General Store 

 

 

Coming this Spring 
 to  

Widecombe in the moor 

Get all your essentials from our general 
store 

Fruit and veg 

Bread and milk 

Jams & chutneys 

Flours, pasta & rice 

& 

Toiletries 

Also a range of Organic Wholefoods 

And so much more 

Everything you need for your daily or 
weekly shop. 

Beers, wines, ciders & spirits 

Local Produce 

 

 

Email 

widecombegeneralstore
@outlook.com 

 

Sextons Cottage 

Widecombe in the 
Moor 

TQ13 7TA 

 

07517194517 

Proprietors 

John & Jenny 
Parnham 
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Three-bedroom house for affordable rent in Widecombe

This summer, Widecombe-in-the-Moor Church House and Lands Charity is 
expecting to have a three-bedroom house for affordable rent at Church Cottages, 

Dunstone.  

At this stage, the charity is seeking expressions of interest from anyone who might 
be interested in applying for a tenancy at that time.

If you are interested, please email the charity’s clerk (david_thomas@hotmail.
co.uk) with your full name, address and contact details - indicating briefly why you 
need a house (1) with three bedrooms (2) at an affordable rent (3) in Widecombe.

Coronavirus Impact: Widecombe Fair, 14th September 2021
 

It is with great regret that, once again, after taking into account the current stance by 
the Government that social distancing will continue for some time yet, the Widecombe 
Fair Organisational Team has made the decision to cancel the Fair this year.  We are 
at the point where we have to commit to material expenditure to enable the 2021 Fair 
to go ahead, so a tough decision had to be made.

Also, much more important, the Organisational Team must look after the safety of all 
those involved in staging the Fair, the Widecombe locals and those attending the Fair 
- there is no current certainty that this can be achieved.

Please spread the word to anyone who you think should, or might like to, know about 
the cancellation of the Fair. 

Thank you to all our traders, suppliers, exhibitors and supporters; we look forward to 
returning strongly in 2022.
 

Mike Pascoe, Chairman

mailto:david_thomas@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:david_thomas@hotmail.co.uk
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•  QUALIFLIED SWEEP (City & Guilds, HETAS)
•  Member of APCIS
•  Experienced
•  Very Clean

email: steve@thechimney-sweep.co.uk
www.thechimney-sweep.co.uk

CALL Steve Thompson on:  

07866 025686 or 01626 587587

Christophers’ Family Funerals
Independent Funeral Directors

www.christophersfunerals.co.uk info@christophersfunerals.co.uk

01364 654065
Bridge House, 9 Kingsbridge Lane, Ashburton,TQ13 7DX

 

 

mm..  ssttoorrrrss  
 rruurraall  sseerrvviicceess 

 
Fencing- stock/ post & rail/ wooden 

 
Tree work & woodlands 

 
Dry stone wall & stone hedge repairs 

 
Hedge trimming/ laying/ planting 

 
brush cutting & scrub clearance 

 
NPTC & City and Guilds qualified 

Fully insured 
Free quotes and advice 

 
Tel 07508 043 703 

      01822 890 509 
 

www.storrs-landscapes.co.uk  
 

Covering Dartmoor and surrounding areas 
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Widecombe & District Sports Group
Membership renewals are now due if you have not received yours 
please email cl.partridge@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 621468. 
Alternatively membership forms can be found in the noticeboard by the court.

Regular Bookings: Tuesday & Thursday: Tennis Adults (16+) 6.30 Under 16’s with ability are wel-
come to these sessions with a parent who is also playing. 
For queries re tennis phone Di Cameron on 621218.
Please remember to wear soft soled shoes and to leave the court tidy with the net replaced. Report any 
damage immediately to Claire Partridge (Secretary) on 621468. Close all gates and replace the keys.
For more information about WDSG visit www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/sports_group/ 
Thank you and enjoy your sports area.

Widecombe Pre-School
At Widecombe Church House, established since the 1970’s, our OFSTED inspected and highly rated 
sessions are designed to prepare your child for an easy and happy introduction to school.  Through 

qualified and trained staff,we provide a safe and stimulating environment. 
Tues  9.15am - 3pm   Weds  9.15 - 12.45pm  Fri  9.15am  - 3pm

 Tel: 01364 621273  

WIDDYTOTS
Widdytots is a local group of mums with babies and toddlers from 
0-3 years. 

We are in the process of working out the logistics of restarting the
todder group sessions but in the meantime if you would like to be 
put in contact with other local mums and to catch up for a walk or a 
coffee and a chat etc then please do contact us.

For more information please call the preschool on 01364 621 273

All Widecombe & District Ladies Social Group meetings are cancelled until 
further notice. 

For more details phone Rose 631238
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Open Day on the Parish Field, Widecombe 

Organised by the Parish Council 
 

Saturday 10th July from 2pm  
  

Have you ever seen the Parish Field in Widecombe? 
Do you know where it is? Have you even heard of it? 

Come and see the Parish Field  
and enjoy an afternoon exploring it.  

There will be a variety of activities and displays  
 

And a Covid-safe pay bar for refreshments . 
 

We’d also like you to tell us how best to use the field  
in the future e.g. 

Community Apple Orchard? 
Allotments? 
Picnic site? 

 History and information boards?  
It’s your field and we want to make it a wonderful asset  

for the Village! 
Please contact Daf Edwards (01364 621242)  

or Geoffrey Fenton (01364 621334) 
if you’d like to run an activity or have a display. 

All Widecombe & District History Group meetings are cancelled until 
further notice.

Contact: Helen Barrow - helenagsec@gmail.com or 
                                        Rosemary Mortimore - 01364 631238
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Widecombe Church House Management  
Committee   Chairman - Mike Pascoe

To book the Hall please contact Rose Mortimore 01364 631238. 
				    Rates of Hire   (Local Events)
				    Daytime                £3.50 per hour      
				    Evenings              £5.00 per hour          
				    All Day	      £20.00 

These rates are for local non commercial events only. For other rates please ask the bookings 
secretary. 

Payment by cheque is preferred. Cheques to be made payable to Widecombe Church House Fund and 
sent to Sarah Reeve, Bonehill Cottage, Bonehill Lane,  

Widecombe-in-the-Moor, TQ13 7TD

For all other matters relating to the Church House please contact  Diana Cameron on  01364 621218

Foot & Mouth Epidemic Part Two

Following on from my article in last months ‘Parish Link’ I have been able to obtain 
several ‘thoughts and remembrances of the epidemic’ of twenty years ago from 

readers.

Among the pieces I have collected is a small book entitled:                                            
“Poems for Dartmoor Spring 2001”.

The poems were written in April 2001 by pupils in years 5 & 6 (Upper Dart) of 
Widecombe school. In addition to the poems the book contained illustrations made 

from handmade prints created by the same pupils. Joanna Radford added wood 
engravings. 

The children who attended the leavers service at St Pancras Church on July 20th, 
2001 were each presented with a “limited edition” of the book. 

         I am reproducing two of the poems from the book, purposely I have chosen 
the less emotive verses as some of the other material may incur uncomfortable 

memories for those who suffered during the epidemic. 

Continued on page 34
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Travelling to School by Georgina Holcombe
Travelling to school

Looking out of the bus window
I see lambs

I fear for them

At Easter time
They normally skip and run

But now -
For how long?

The Muddy Field by Demelza Shepherd
The Muddy field.

No grass.
Cattle trapped,

By a movement ban,
Trying to find a blade of grass

To eat,
In that muddy field.

Soon that field
Might be empty.
Sheep and cows

Gone.

I look at the moor
I see the signs

Warning.
They say

“No feet on footpaths”

I worry about this disease
Spreading.

Unseen.
When will this

Be Over?

(Continued from page 33)
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Missed Anniversary
A special anniversary occurred in 2020, but it may have passed  relatively 
unnoticed by many Widecombe residents.  It was 100 years ago that the National 
War Savings Committee presented the village with the 15’’ naval shell which 
stands in front of the Curch House. The shell was presented in recognition of the 
efforts to collect Sphagnum Moss which was used in field dressings for wounded 
troops during the First World War.

The War Savings Committee offered many items of ‘war surplus’ where it 
considered residents had made a significant ‘contribution’ to the war effort. A total 
of 264 tanks were presented to various towns and cities throughout the UK. Many 
communities however declined the offers. In Devon certainly Exeter and Newton 
Abbot declined but Torquay accepted, and the ‘female’ tank was placed on Daddy 
Hole Plain.
.

•  British ‘Tanks’ were so named during their secret development to mislead enemy 
spies into thinking what was being developed were devices for ‘storage of water 
on the battlefield’ 
•  Female Mk IV Tanks were equipped solely with machine guns whereas the Male 
tank had a forward-facing canon.

David Ashman Widecombe History Group

Widecombe’s 
15” Naval Shell
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        POTTERY ROAD BOVEY TRACEY TQ13 9DS 
 

TEL: 01626 437747    Email: pandsautos2019@gmail.com 
 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 
 

All Make & Models Welcome 
 

Over 38 years’ experience and a member 
of the IMI 

 

Full Servicing With O: E Parts 
 

All Types of Repairs IE: 
Brakes, Electrical, Exhaust, 

Welding, Clutches 
M.O.T Pre-checks & Arranged 

 

Please call for a quote and ask for Paul 
 

For a 10% discount please quote Ref: LINK0619 

News from Your Local Methodist Churches
Dear Friends,

As always, we are to delighted to contribute a few words for the Parish Link.

Up at Dunstone we have now started worshipping again in the grounds outside 
the church, informally on a Sunday, at 3pm. Given the small size of our chapel and 
the fact that at the moment it is too difficult to have a breakfast together, this is the 
best time for us. We look forward to a time when we can restart such things as 
the monthly community lunches. We also have a bible study via Zoom at 6pm on 
Thursdays.

At Poundsgate we will have our monthly Zoom service on May 2nd at 3pm, and 
this month we are likely to hear about the ‘Growing Space’ project in Ashburton.

And at Ashburton we continue with our weekly bible reflection hour and morning 
prayer (on Mondays and Wednesdays respectively). On Thursday May 27th we 

Continued on page 37
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   Ministers: Rev’d Kevin Hooke (01626) 832369      
Church contacts: Nigel Davis (01364) 631476  or  Serena Walcot (01364) 631279

Dunstone & Poundsgate Methodist Chapels

Sunday Service
Dunstone - Every Sunday 3pm informal service held outside the chapel so we can 
sing or inside if wet but no singing. Everyone most welcome but must follow the 
two metre distance rule and masks must be worn when we are inside.

Poundsgate - First Sunday of the month only, 3pm Zoom    
 

For login and phone in details please contact Serena Walcot on 01364 631279. 

Bible Study Group
We continue to meet via Zoom every Thursday evening at 6pm. We are studying 
the Acts of the Apostles at the moment and everyone is very welcome to join us. 
We are a small friendly group seeking to enrich our knowledge of God through His 
word in the Bible.

Please phone Serena Walcot on 01364 631279 for Zoom login or phone in details.

will have our informal communion service in the grounds of the Parish Church, 
whilst our pattern of Sunday worship for the month will be as follows:
Sunday 9th - 10.30am Informal worship via Zoom; Sunday 23rd - 9am Breakfast 
Church in the grounds of the Parish Church; Sunday 30th - sharing in the pre-
recorded online benefice service.

If you would like an invitation to any of our Zoom activities, please contact me on 
hookekp@hotmail.com
.

With best wishes from us all
Kevin
Rev. Kevin Hooke, Methodist Minister

(Continued from page 36)

mailto:hookekp@hotmail.com
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Francis Parffrey Legal Services Ltd 
  

CONVEYANCING - POWERS OF ATTORNEY - 
PROBATE SERVICES - WILLS 

WWee  ccaann  hheellpp  yyoouu  hheerree  iinn  tthhee  AAsshhbbuurrttoonn  aanndd  MMoooorrllaanndd  AArreeaa  
Free initial home visit 

Please contact Francis by phone at 
0011336644  665533  333311  oorr  0077444433  662222  990033    

 

REGISTERED
MEMBER

Emotional health
and

clear thinking

Whatever the cause, you don’t have to suffer from 
stress and anxiety: panic attacks: depression: 

phobias: trauma: low “self-esteem”: 
anger: poor sleep

Make a difference today
Proven talking therapy techniques combined with 

the most up-to-date psychological knowledge help 
you to move on as quickly as possible.

To learn more call Carol Harper
01364 631044

www.hgi.org.uk  and  www.carol-harper.co.uk

Carol is a fully qualified Human Givens practitioner, and a 
member of the British Complementary Medical Association
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Other Community News & Events

News from the East Shallowford Trust
I am sure all of us remember being told to ‘mind our ‘Ps’ and ‘Qs’’. Nowadays I 
have to curb my tongue when I hear young people telling their friends or adults 
to ‘shut up’ or ‘p-off’. I am sure every generation has to deal with the change in 
language, after all it is a long time since the major insult from Chaucer: “Thou 
woldest make me kisse thyn old breech, And swere it were a relyk of a saint, 
Though it were with thy fundement depeint!… I wolde I hadde thy coillons in myn 
hond… Lat kutte hem of” (“You’d have me kiss your old trousers and swear they 
were the relic of a saint, even though they’re stained with your s—… I wish I had 
your balls in my hand… I’d cut them off.”) …………….. so may be we should be 
grateful that all our youth are not as gifted as Chaucer!!

However, the ‘Q’ that needs not to be mentioned, but should be shouted blastingly 
from the top of Corndon and bounced backwards and forwards to Rowden Rocks

Continued on page 40
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till it echoes all the way down the Teign Valley and well beyond is………… THANK 
YOU…………!! Just two small, seemingly humble little words. Yet how do we say 
them loudly enough?

From the very bottom of our trotters to 
the tips of our wispy hair we just OWE so 
many people an overloading of thanks and 
gratitude. We have been donated, sheets, 
pillow cases, pillows, beds, sofas, a TV, cups, 
plates, electrical equipment, stainless steal 
kitchen benches…………… the list goes on 
and on…………….. whilst others have given 
their time. A LOT of time! Painting, painting, 
cleaning, planting………… we would not 
be functioning at all without people’s kind 
and generous support. Some people have 
given money – one young Sunday visitor still 
insists on giving us her pocket money of £1.50 per week. Every week, I look in her 
Dad’s face and ask, ‘Are you sure?’ just in case he wants her to save or something. 
However, she knows it will buy more chicken food and she loves the chickens – even 

our pterodactyls who are mostly now lodging in 
the freezer (another 50 remaining to be plucked in 
May). Again these fluffy, ungainly beasts would not 
be there if the eight incredible volunteers had not 
offered to assist in the process of preparing the 110 
fat squawkers all exceeding 2.5kg which are now 
available for purchase ‘over the farm gate’ at a price 
of £8.00- £10.00.

The main purpose of us keeping these chickens 
however, is not merely to feed our visitors or gain 
some cash to provide pennies to buy paint, but for 
educational purposes.  Much to my total surprise, our 
first visiting group of the year was a bunch of girls 
from London, who embarked upon a week of 

Continued on page 41

(Continued from page 39

Painting, painting, painting.......... 
planting,  cleaning, donating, 

giving and working. Thank you ALL

Farm to Fork: learning 
practical skills
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 ‘Mental Health and Well Being.’ They huffed and puffed up and around Rowden 
Rocks to delight on sandwiches made from bread they had kneaded the day 
before. Hiding the distance by walking to sparkling stars after 12.00 at night, they 
completed a good two mile walk without a wince or complaint…………. Admittedly, 
they did wobble somewhat when one leapt out from gorse bushes to scare the 
late comers whose feet fumbled when the torch missed a ferocious rut or tripping 
granite rock………… but fair enough. Night walking is a learned skill and they 
were learning.

These girls would have squealed and whelped in your ears a year ago. Now, with 
a little instruction, their washed hands delved into the guts of a chicken to haul 

out giblets, placed carefully in small 
bags for gravy or soup and learned 
that ‘nothing should be wasted’. 
A life had been given for human 
nutrition………… and so we should 
give thanks and certainly waste 
NOTHING! So they did………… 
amazingly well. We were all truly 
impressed as the chickens were 
deftly prepared for the next days 
meal. Everyone imbibed on the 
soft luscious meat, natural gravy 
with any remnants gobbled by the 
dog……… no questions asked!

This group also lovingly mixed and baked delicious cake for Shan Palmes who has 
donated her dextrous beautiful puppets to the farm for us to use for years to come. 
Thank you Shan for all that you have done for Shallowford, for Pennywell, for so 
many people near or around Widecombe over so many years. Shan is soon to 
move in with her son and will be missed beyond measure. Known often by children 
on the farm as ‘That nice lady with the spinning wheel,’ there will be a big hole 
in our events and a loss at Dunstone Chapel where her poems and debates are 
much loved. Another very small ‘Thank you’ to cover years of giving, loving and 
commitment to the lives of others. Last week the girls simply enjoyed and giggled 

(Continued from page 40)

Continued on page 43

So the Princess danced: Shan’s 
puppet Show at East Shallowford
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as the princess waved in the puppet show. Written and directed by Shan but 
executed by members who laughed, wriggled and enjoyed the funny voices and 
dancing feet ………….. thank you, thank you Shan!  

Thank you everyone!! We are not there yet………….. a lot more to complete. The 
vege patch which has been deftly cleared by our young gilts, more barns to build 
to shelter from the dark Dartmoor winters, more stone walls to be rebuilt, whips 
to be planted, painting to be completed………….. what can we say…………. 
Onwards and forwards. Children, youth and people to visit. Corona Virus will be 
vanquished and joy, hope, learning and life will be reignited as soon as a drop of 
rain dares to fall! It will fall………. has to fall as the grass is beginning to yellow? 
How did that happen in April? Thank you everyone……….. now for a rain dance!

Julia

             www.shallowfordfarm.co.uk

(Continued from page 41)

Scoriton Village Hall
Situated on the edge of the village and available 

to hire at reasonable rates. 
The hall is fl exible in its use, with a main hall and large 
well fi tted kitchen, for parties, meetings and sports eg 

badminton.
Full disabled facilities, including access, toilets and a 

hearing loop.

Hall Hiring Tariff 2020
Hourly Day/Weekend

Hall hire £12 £95 9am - 6pm
Party rate £120 midday to 

midday
Weekend 
rate

£350 from midday 
Friday to 6pm 

Sunday

For more information or to book   
email scoritonvillagehall@gmail.com

For more details please see our website :    
 http://scoritonvillagehall.org/  

http://www.shallowfordfarm.co.uk
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ASHBURTON AND BUCKFASTLEIGH 
HOSPITAL LEAGUE OF FRIENDS

REG. CHARITY NO. 900416

Are you interested in helping your local 
community?  

If so why not come and join your local League 
of Friends. 

Our object is to relieve patients, former 
patients and those in our community who are 
convalescent, disabled, handicapped or infirm 
and generally to support the work of our local 

hospital.
For further information please contact our Sec-

retary on:  Tel. 01364 654079      
or email essay.trawets@virgin.net

 
 

 

 

DASH is an independent charity serving patients of 
Ashburton Surgery. We: 

• Take you to any kind of medical appointment, and 
other trips 

• Do your shopping if you are unwell 
• Collect and deliver prescriptions 
• Help with forms and letters 

 
Also, if you would like to help DASH as a volunteer, 
please call 01364 653335. 
 

 

 

 

NEIGHBOURS 
HELPING 

NEIGHBOURS 
 

DASH 
District of Ashburton 

Surgery Help Line 
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Place Total Rainfall Days without rain Wettest Days
Postbridge 85.7 mm (3.4”) 17 12th 23.9 mm (0.9”)

(March 2020 - 142.6 mm (15.6”))

Rainfall in March 2021
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Contacting the Editorial Team
 Email items for inclusion or any other queries to: link@moorlandteam.org.uk

 For items sent by post please use the following addresses: 

Link Finances (donations, advertising 
fees, invoices etc)

All Other Correspondence

Parish Link Treasurer
c/o Way Park
Widecombe-in-the-Moor
Newton Abbot
Devon
TQ13 7TU
Cheques payable to: 
P C C Widecombe - Link Account 

Parish Link
c/o The Vicarage
Widecombe-in-the-Moor
Newton Abbot
Devon
TQ13 7TF

Thank you to all those who make donations to the Parish Link. 
Commercial advertising and donations ensure that the Link continues to 

be provided free of charge throughout the Moorland Team. 
If you would like to make a donation, please contact the editorial team.

Groups and Individuals who support the Parish Link
Dartmoor Forest Parish Council Phyl’s Follies (Postbridge)
Friends of Widecombe School Postbridge Village Hall
High Moorland WI Princetown History Society
Holne Fete Committee Various anonymous donations
Holne Garden Group Widecombe Church House Committee
Holne Parish Council Widecombe Fair Committee
Holne Second-Hand Books Widecombe History Group
Holne Village Hall Committee Widecombe Ladies Social Group
Leusdon Memorial Hall Widecombe Parish Council
Moorland Merrymakers Widecombe Sports Group

mailto:link@moorlandteam.org.uk
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Last  . . .   but not least . . . 

Parish Link Advertising Costs
Size Size Month Year
Sixth Page 61x60mm £7.50 £80
Quarter Page 61x92mm £12 £125
Half Page 128x92mm £20 £215

Please contact the Editorial Team for information and availability of advertising space at
link@moorlandteam.org.uk

Final Copy Deadline
for the June 2021 edition of the Link will be Sunday 23rd May but please send as early as 

you can by email. Next issue available on Friday 28th May

It’s Spring, and like the trees and plants waking up, our villages are beginning to wake up….

How about :

•  Making a trip to buy some new (old) books from Holne Second-Hand Books? p11
•  Placing a prayer on the prayer tree at Huccaby? p13
•  Doing a pottery class at Holwell? p16
•  Zooming in on a Princetown History Group talk? p23
•  Running an activity or planning a display at the Widecombe Parish Field Open Day? p32
•  Taking part in a Pantomime? p39
•  Giving some time by being a volunteer at the East Shallowford Trust? p39
•  Enjoying an activity laid on by the Moorland Community Care Group? p42 

Not to mention getting your chimney swept, you mower fixed, your drains cleared, your logs 
split, your curtains renewed, your will sorted, your long-planned extension built?

All this and more can be found in this edition of the Parish Link – and as Covid begins to 
recede, expect even more next month when we expect there will be a whole lot of new 
things to take part in and enjoy….

For now, relish the May Blossom, the May sunshine, and maybe May warmth?
 

From all of us at the Link

mailto:link@moorlandteam.org.uk


CARROLL CLEANING SERVICES 
SINE FUCO ET FALLACIIS CONDUCIMUS 

Established 1985 
WINDOW CLEANING & 

SOLAR & PV PANELS,  
 TENNIS COURTS & OUTDOOR SPORTS SURFACES. 

                01647 277584                

07771 761125 
info@carrollcleaning.co.uk 
www.carrollcleaning.co.uk 

BRIDGE PARK, DARTMOOR, TQ13 9TW 

01626 897297

The Hollies, Avenue Road, Bovey Tracey  TQ13 9BQ

 

www.rendells.co.uk 

Newton Abbot Office: 
13 Market Street, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 2RL 

Tel: 01626 353881 / Fax: 01626 365030 
Email: newtonabbot@rendells.co.uk 

Chartered Surveyors - Estate Agents - Letting Agents - Land Agents - Commercial Agents - 
Livestock Specialists - Fine Art  - Smallholders Markets - Farm & Machinery Sales - 

Valuers - Auctioneers  

 

Est 
 

1816 

 


