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The Ministry Team
Team Rector  
Rt Revd Mark Rylands

The Rectory, 
Copperwood Close
Ashburton, TQ13 7JQ

01364 716309
mark.rylands@mmuk.net 

Team Vicar
Revd Geoffrey Fenton

The Vicarage,
Widecombe-in-the-Moor, 
TQ13 7TF

01364 621334
geoffrey@moorlandteam.org.uk

Mission and Family 
Development  Worker
Heidi Lewis

Holne Vicarage, 
Holne,
TQ13 7RT

heidi@moorlandteam.org.uk

Reader to the Team   
Marion Kaye

4 Buckfast Close, 
Buckfast, 
TQ11 0EW

01364 643330
marion@marionkaye.com

Methodist Minister       
Revd Kevin Hooke

01626 832369

Safeguarding:
If you have a concern about the safety of someone or the actions of someone working with 
children or vulnerable adults, please speak to someone:

Moorland Team Safeguarding Adviser - Judy Southcombe  01364 621520 
Diocesan Safeguarding Team - SafeguardingEnquiry@exeter.anglican.org

Moorland Team Website:  www.moorlandteam.org.uk
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The Parish Letter

Continued on Page 15

Oh My Goodness! I don’t believe it! It’s gone so quickly!

Yup – it certainly has. It’s ‘that’ time of year. A full twelve months has passed since last year’s Advent 
season, and here we are again, about to do it all one more time.

Personally, I love this season. In our family, it starts with my daughter’s birthday at the start of December 
and just keeps going relentlessly until a few days into January, when I return to work for a rest. And I 
love (almost) every minute of it.

As a musician, it’s always been a busy season with extra concerts and events to prepare for. As a 
Christian, there is a wide variety of services to attend and organise. As a teacher, there are Christmas 
displays, parties and many, many carol singing events to attend and organise. As a parent, there are 
presents to find, meals to prepare and share, and a house to decorate – oh, and an increasingly over-
excited child to entertain and ‘contain’.

In amongst all of this, ‘someone’ usually cautions us not to lose sight of what it’s really all about. They’re 
right of course, and most of us do know that we need to make time to take time to sit and reflect on the 
message of the season. In the midst of our preparations for Christmas Day, we already know the Good 
News of what comes next, the Good News that this season prepares us for. 

There is nothing wrong with being busy; there is nothing wrong with buying gifts for our loved ones; 
there is nothing wrong with preparing a feast for friends and family; there is nothing wrong with 
celebrating and decorating our homes to share joy and laughter. Jesus celebrated and feasted with 
friends – there is no reason why we shouldn’t take delight in these things too. 

My personal mantra at the moment seems to be ‘it starts with worship’ – ‘it’ being pretty much 
everything. Throughout December we are surrounded by Christmas songs and carols – in the shops, 
on the radio, on TV -  so many songs we have known since childhood. We are surrounded by worship 
music perhaps more now than at any other time of year.

How often do we really reflect on the worship that is contained within those Christmas songs? Setting 
aside the likes of ‘Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer’ and ‘Jingle Bells’, when was the last time you 
actually worshiped God with a Christmas carol? Some Christmas Carols were written to tell the story of 
that first Christmas and some are outright hymns of praise – but there is so much truth to be found in 
their lyrics.
So while you are being busy this season, put on a CD of Christmas carols or find a Spotify / 
YouTube / iTunes playlist and really listen to and reflect on the words as you wrap, stir and stick.                                                                                                                                           
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Churchwardens

For all editorial information - copy date, contact details etc. please see inside back cover.

St Mary the Virgin, Holne with  St Raphael, Huccaby
Gillian Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507 gillianp1992@gmail.com

Anthony Parker as above as above anthonyfp999@gmail.com

St John the Baptist, Leusdon
Geoff Bamsey 26 Old Manor Close, Holne Cross, TQ13 7JF 01364 652820 geoff.bamsey486@gmail.com

Patrick Simpson Spitchwick Manor, Poundsgate, TQ13 7PB 01364 631209 admin@bennah.co.uk

St Gabriel, Postbridge
Annie Smerdon 4A Oaktree Park, Sticklepath, EX20 2NB 01837 840201 gerald.postbridge@btconnect.com

Wendy Watson Middle Merripit Farm, Postbridge, PL20 6TJ 01822 880215 wendy@merribridge.plus.com

St Pancras, Widecombe
Michael Pascoe Wooder Bungalow, Widecombe, TQ13 7TR 01364 621333 pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk

Penny Whale Wayside, Widecombe in the Moor, TQ13 7TA 01364 621411 pjwayside@hotmail.com

St Andrews, Ashburton
William West Tawstock, Knowle Close, Ashburton TQ13 7RA 01364 652666 william1208west@me.com

Bill Shapley 18 Beverley Gardens, Ashburton, TQ13 7BL 01364 652263 wandjshapley@gmail.com

St Mary the Virgin, Bickington
Peter Warren Rentor, Bickington 01626 821213 pw.rentor@gmail.com

St Peter, Buckland in the Moor
Stephanie Palk Halshanger Manor, Ashburton 01364 652430 stmp7@tiscali.co.uk

Vida Pascoe 14 Balland Park, Ashburton 01364 653312

Moorland Team Officers

PARISH OFFICE   in   Ashburton
is open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9.30 - 12.30

01364 654280    or    email: admin@moorlandteam.org.uk 
Please telephone before visiting to confirm that the office is open

Treasurer Francis Parffrey Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA 01364 654067 francis.parffrey@gmail.com

Secretary Gillian Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507 gillianp1992@gmail.com

Safeguarding  Adviser  Judy Southcombe - 01364 621520 judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk
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Church News & Events

Funeral Widecombe 28th October Colin John Irish
Baptism Widecombe 3rd November Zara Elizabeth Whitehead
Funeral Widecombe 7th November Peter Hicks

From the Registers

COLIN IRISH

Matthew & Della Irish would like to thank everyone who came to Colin’s 
funeral,  The Revd Geoffrey Fenton for the lovely service, Christophers for 
all the arrangements, all the tributes, cards & letters, donations to the Air 

Ambulance & finally The Old Inn for a great send off afterwards.

You ARE invited to a series of evenings 
that will give an introduction to the 

Christian faith and explore what it means 
to be a follower of Jesus. 

 

Please book your place by contacting Mark: 
email:  mark.rylands@mmuk.net    tel: 01364 716309 

or The Team Administrator :   email:  admin@moorlandteam.org.uk 
tel: 01364 654280 (24 hr answerphone) 

Tuesdays: 14th, 21st, 28th January, 4th & 11th February. 
in St, Andrew’s Rectory, Copperwood Close, Ashburton. 

 
 

Hot food and drinks provided. 

Course 
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   M T P  …  as easy as   1 2 3 
     Installation       .      Service       .     Maintenance 

      For all your plumbing & heating requirements 

          ● ALL PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN INC. PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIES – FITRATION & PH CORRECTION. 
         ● OIL & SOLID FUEL CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 
         ● REPLACEMENT OIL TANK INSTALLATIONS INC. CONSTRUCTION OF TANK BASES. 
         ● NEW BATHROOM REFURBISHMENTS – FULL INSTALLATION PACKAGE TO INC. WETROOMS &  
             UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 
         ● OIL BOILER SERVICING / BREAKDOWN REPAIRS INC. AGA, RAYBURN, HERTIAGE &   STANLEY.       

           

  M   T   P   Services   LTD  
    Contact Sam or Martin on   01822 880318 
    Email:                mtpservicesltd@live.co.uk  

 

ANTON COAKER ENGLISH TIMBER LTD 
 

Oak Beams or whole oak frames, Douglas Fir, Ash, Chestnut, Sycamore etc 
Green oak etc cut to order, air-dried stock in various timbers, kiln dried to order 

ALL ENGLISH TIMBER 
Logs also supplied, either ready cut or skinny offcuts 

 

SHERBERTON BEEF 
Meat from OUR OWN ANIMALS sold direct to you, fresh or frozen 

 
Sherberton Farm, Hexworthy 

Tel. no. 01364 631276 or email wood@anton-coaker.co.uk 

 

Some things to do in December 

• Leave odd heaps of leaves in 

corners for hedgehogs 

• Feed the birds 
• Insulate garden taps 

• Clean moss & lichen from paths 

• Prune deciduous trees, shrubs & 

tall bush roses 
• Don’t forget to have a very 

merry Christmas! 
Andy     .
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An hour of quiet reflection  

Postbridge Church 
Tuesday 3rd December at 7.30pm 

Tuesday 7th January at 7.30pm 
with 

Candlelight      Warm church      Silence      Taize music      A few readings 

Why not come along to relax, to unwind and to pray? 

Meet at Widecombe Vicarage at 6.45 if transport required. 

More information from Revd Geoffrey Fenton, Widecombe Vicarage, 01364 621334 

 

Dates for the Diary

December Page

3rd Hour of Quiet Reflection 7

3rd Christmas Market, Postbridge 25

3rd Princetown History Club 19

4th Widecombe History Group 19

4th Leusdon Coffee Morning & Stalls 17

4th Art In The Yard, Buckfastleigh 37

6th Holne Soup & Cheese Lunch 13

7th Chagford Singers’ Concert 35

7th Three Daft Monkeys Concert 35

8th JAN LINK FINAL DEADLINE 39

9th Moorland Merrymakers Panto -

11th Dunstone Charity Lunch 33

12th Widecombe Christmas Tree Fest 35

13th Warren House Charity Quiz 37

16th Princetown Carol Service 23

17th Postbridge Christmas Whist 19

17th Living Spit Present Swan Lake 37

18th Widecombe Christmas Whist 31

18th Holne Garden Group 13

28th Social Evening, Postbridge 25

30th Community Hall Charity Walk 31
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 •All Aspects of Tree Surgery       •Tree Inspections & Reports       •Stump Grinding
 •Tree Decay Testing                       •Fully Insured                                   •Free Advice and Quotations

   Aran Kimberlee                                 Tel: 01364 72804                       Mob: 07594 680168 
   BSc (Hons) Arboriculture, M Arbor A

   aran@darforesttrees.co.uk                                                                                       www.dartforesttrees.co.uk.

Rochelles Curtains and Blinds EST 1989
(now based on Dartmoor, in the South Hams & Exeter)

•  Custom made curtains and blinds •  Tracks and poles
•  Free measuring & consultation service •  All types of blinds
•  Wide selection of fabrics to choose from •  25+ years experience
•  We also make with your own fabrics •  Alterations
•  In house making service •  Fitting service

Tel:  01626 270076  Mobile: 07525 618286   
email address: phil-kendall@hotmail.co.uk
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Fun with singing, craft, 
hot meal and friendship. 

For families and 
everyone. 

 

Dec 1st Sunday 
Portreeve Sunday  

10.30 am St Andrew’s 
Church  

 

Dec 12th Thurs 
Messy Church  

3.30pm St Andrew’s  
Church  

 

Moor Church 15th Dec 
meet Hall Car Park 2pm 

 

Dec 22th Sunday 
Breakfast @ 9am 
St Andrew’s Hall 

 

Crib Service  
Dec 24th 4.30pm  

St Andrew’s Church 
 

Contact Jane 654 067 

For more info  

Next Messy Church 
Thursday December 12th 3.30pm 

St Andrew’s Church  
 

Last month we were very privileged to have Heidi  
taking the celebration at Messy Church. All I 
heard was that it went extremely well with a 
Lego power point. I also heard that Geoffrey 
looked very good in the coat of many colours 
prepared by the children for him to wear.  
The date of our next Messy Church is December 
12th, so we are working out what to do, because 
the Church Hall is the local polling station. It has 
led to the exciting opportunity to have Messy 
Church in the Church. Heidi and I went to 
Tavistock to see how they organise their Messy 
Church which is always held in their Church. It 
was a moving Messy remembrance with older 
folk telling of their experiences and singing war 
time songs, making poppies and Christmas 
decorations. The teatime quiz was 
interesting…rationing one egg a week? One egg 
every two weeks or two eggs a week? The 
younger families took a deep breath in when 
they discovered the answer. (please see page 13) 
This week we will be looking at families and what 
sticks families together…. love is the superglue 
that keeps the Messy Church family and our birth 
families together. We are making lovebug 
puppets and Geoffrey is making catapults. So, 
watch out everyone. 
We will be making Christmas decorations for the 
Christmas Tree Festival next Messy Church. So 
please offer a little prayer for us as we have a 
change in venue for next month.      Jane 
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m. storrs 
 rural services 

 
Fencing- stock/ post & rail/ wooden 

 
Tree work & woodlands 

 
Dry stone wall & stone hedge repairs 

 
Hedge trimming/ laying/ planting 

 
brush cutting & scrub clearance 

 
NPTC & City and Guilds qualified 

Fully insured 
Free quotes and advice 

 
Tel 07508 043 703 

      01822 890 509 
 

www.storrs-landscapes.co.uk  
 

Covering Dartmoor and surrounding areas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        POTTERY ROAD BOVEY TRACEY TQ13 9DS 
 

TEL: 01626 437747    Email: pandsautos2019@gmail.com 
 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 
 

All Make & Models Welcome 
 

Over 38 years’ experience and a member 
of the IMI 

 

Full Servicing With O: E Parts 
 

All Types of Repairs IE: 
Brakes, Electrical, Exhaust, 

Welding, Clutches 
M.O.T Pre-checks & Arranged 

 

Please call for a quote and ask for Paul 
 

For a 10% discount please quote Ref: LINK0619  
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For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link
Church Services -  see Page 20 for details

St Mary the Virgin, Holne

Date Time Sidesperson Flowers
1st December 10.30 TBC Advent - no flowers
8th December 15.00 TBC Advent - no flowers
8th December 16.30 TBC Advent - no flowers
15th December 09.00 at Huccaby Advent - no flowers
22nd December 16.00 TBC Advent - no flowers
24th December 16.00 TBC Christmas
25th December 10.30 TBC Christmas
29th December 10.30 Benefice Service Ashburton

Holne Second-Hand Books 
Hill Top,  Butts Cross,  Holne

If you have any books , CDs,DVDsand jigsaws you can donate -please leave  
in the porch or garage at Hilltop.

Don’t forget that you can buy books at any time. Open most days and weekends
Mike and Gill Cunniam (01364 631152)

Supporting Devon Air Ambulance and Holne Community projects.

HOLNE CHRISTMAS FAIR
We very much regret that this event, which was to have been held on Saurday December 7th, has 

been cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances.
Holne Village Hall Management Committee.

HOLNE PLAYPARK AGM
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the [8th] Annual General Meeting of Holne Playpark charity 

will be held at the Tradesmans Inn, Scoriton at 8pm on the  10 February 2020.
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RICHARD COPUS  FNAVA FNAEA  (Honoured) CPEA
Tel: 07766 335344

E-mail: richard@robertwilliams.co.uk
Web site: www.robertwilliams.co.uk

COVERING THE WHOLE OF DEVON FROM THE HEART OF DEVON’S
COUNTY TOWN, 2 SOUTHERNHAY WEST, EXETER, EX1 1JG

Our man on the Moor,  
Richard Copus has  

over 30 years  
unrivalled experience  

of Dartmoor  
Properties

Scoriton Village Hall
Situated on the edge of the village and available 

to hire at reasonable rates. 
The hall is fl exible in its use, with a main hall and large 
well fi tted kitchen, for parties, meetings and sports eg 

badminton.
Full disabled facilities, including access, toilets and a 

hearing loop.

Hall Hiring Triff 2019
Hourly Day/Weekend

Hall hire £12 £95 9am - 6pm
Party rate £120 midday to 

midday
Weekend 
rate

£350 from midday 
Friday to 6pm 

Sunday

For more information or to book   
email scoritonvillagehall@gmail.com

For more details please see our website :    
 http://scoritonvillagehall.org/  
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Holne Village Hall
Situated in the middle of the village, near 
Church, shop and Inn, available to hire at 
reasonable rates. 
Medium sized hall with separate well equipped 
kitchen. Sufficient chairs and tables for any 
event.  
Car parking adjacent to the Hall.                  
Rates (per hour)   £8  (£5 for locals)       
For more information or to book: 
please ring Nicky Bellamy 
on 01364 631323     
or email holnevillagehall@gmail.com

Whist Drives  
are held in Holne Village Hall  

every Thursday evening  
from 7.15 - 9.30pm   All welcome.

HOLNE VILLAGE HALL
SOUP & CHEESE LUNCH   

Friday 6th December        
12.30 - 2pm    £5

Soup, bread, cheese with Tea/Coffee         
All profits to the Village Hall

Holne Garden Group   
Our Christmas lunch will be on Wednesday December 18th at Furzleigh Mill, on the 
old road between Dartbridge and Ashburton. We meet for lunch at 12:30 for 1:00.  Partners are welcome. 

Furzeleigh started life as a Spring fed Corn Mill in 1547 and was owned and operated as a hotel by the 
same family for over 30 years. It came onto the market in 2018 and the new owners have been busy 
updating the beautiful building, the bar area and the restaurant. Your organisers have personally tested 
the restaurant (excellent) and are looking forward to a delicious Christmas lunch.

The Christmas menu is now on the web site http://www.furzeleigh.co.uk/ or you can get a copy from any 
of the Group organisers. We will be choosing from the main and sweet courses, at a cost of £20.  We 
don’t need a deposit, but you must make your menu choices at least a week before, and the sooner the 
better. 

Contact:
Gill Gray   gill@priddons.co.uk        01364 631111 or  
Judy Le Marchant  judylemarchant@btinternet.com   01364 644099
A.S.A.P to book and choose your meal from the Christmas menu

Answer to WW2 Rationing Question in Messy Church Article on Page 9

One egg per person every two weeks
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Glass, Locks and Security

Ashburton
Glass & Locks.co.uk

• Single, Double & Secondary Glazing
• Box Sash & Velux Window Repairs
• U.P.V.C. Repairs
• Locks, Hinges & Handle Repairs
• Emergency 24hr Locksmith 
                              & Boarding Service

A friendly, prompt and efficient service
Please contact Scott for  

further information or a free estimate

Telephone:  01364 631572
Mobile:  07786 355682

 

Morris Bros. 
Funeral Directors 

  

Established in 1870 
  

Your local independent Funeral Director is 
owned & run by the fifth generation of the 
Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke.  We 
provide a qualified, professional & sensitive 
service to the people of Tavistock & 
surrounding areas.  Simon & Lucie live on 
site at The Old Bedford Foundry providing 
you with a very personal service regardless 
of the time of day or night.  Call for a 24 hour 
service on 
  

01822 612023 
  

The Old Bedford Foundry 
Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ 

  

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available   
  

www.morrisbros.co.uk 

Tom Bright
07565 503380

Agricultural Services

Lime/fertiliser spreading
Manure spreading
Hedge trimming

Other services provided too
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St Raphael, Huccaby  
For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services -  see Page 20 for details

Dedication Service
On the 24th November a dedication service was held at St. Raphael’s to mark the installation of 
a plaque to the memory of Sir Guy and Lady Sylvia Sayer.  The service was conducted by the 
Revd. Canon Michael Fisher and attended by members of the family.
The name Sylvia Sayer is well known to anyone who loves Dartmoor as she believed 
passionately in the protection and preservation of Dartmoor. It is therefore fitting that there is a 
lasting memorial to Sylvia and her husband in this glorious and unspoilt area of the moor.
The plaque has been placed underneath the memorial to Sylvia Sayer’s mother, Olive Louise 
Munday, who had lived at Huccaby House.
Carol Service
Here is the final reminder about the Carol Service which will be held on Friday 20th December 
at 6pm.  This will be a candlelit service together with light and heat from the wood burning stove.  
The Rt. Revd. Mark Rylands will be leading the celebrations.
As usual, there will be mulled wine and home-made mince pies after the service.  We hope that 
you and your friends and family will be able to join us in this wonderful start to the Christmas 
weekend.
If you would like to do a reading, we are always looking for volunteers, so please let us know. 

Gillian       

For sheer exuberant joyfulness check out Rend Collective’s ‘Campfire Christmas’ – 
traditional carols with a folky twist. Or for tranquility try Matt Redman’s ‘Christmas Lights’. 
And for a bit of classical classiness you can’t beat King’s College, Cambridge for traditional 
renditions. 
Whichever musical genre floats your worship boat, and whatever your family traditions may 
be, remember: Give Him the glory, give Him the praise. Keep your eyes on Jesus, and just 
worship.                                                                    Heidi

(Continued from page 3)
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 PILATES  
For Health and Wellbeing

Improve your strength, flexibility, mobility and posture, 
restore your body to balance, move more efficiently and 

be less prone to aches, pains and injuries. Achieve a 
strong core, develop longer, leaner muscles, improve 

your body tone and increase your overall 
sense of well-being

Beginners – 
Intermediate, 

mixed ages and 
abilities

One-to-One 
Sessions 
available

BUCKFASTLEIGH Town Hall                           
Tuesday mornings                                      

BOVEY Phoenix Hall        
Monday Evenings 

BOVEY Wickham Hall 
Thursday Mornings                                  

(includes Over 60’s class)
To book a place in class contact: 

 Faith Burch   07952 157585    
faithburch1964@gmail.com      

 

 

Geoff Partridge NCH (Arb) 
 

For all your Arboriculture work 
 

 
Other services include 

➢ Hedge Laying & other rural skills  
➢ Wood chipper available   
➢ Quad bike with sprayer - ideal for 

pony paddocks & small fields  
➢ Advice & quotations given 

 

Tel: 01364 621468 
Mob: 07759 774394 

email: gm.partridge68@gmail.com 
 

Over 35 years’ experience in the industry 
5 Million Public Liability Insurance 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
 

Do you love singing carols?  Would you like to join in with the descants? 
 

From early in November, we will be feasting on Christmas Carols, familiar and less 
well-known, each week 

 
7.30 pm on Wednesdays in Leusdon Memorial Hall 

 
No audition - no need to read music - just enjoy the music and the friendship! 

 
For more info. ask Beth 01364 621334 or bethfenton7@gmail.com 

 

Christmas Services at Leusdon

Carols by Candlelight Sunday 22nd December 4pm.
Big Choir, 

Mulled Wine and Mince pies to follow

Christmas Eve at 11:30pm Midnight Holy Communion
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St John the Baptist, Leusdon
For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services -  see Page 20 for details

Coffee Morning and Stalls
We hold our Coffee & Stalls on the first Wednesday of every month.  
It is a great opportunity for a community to  get together for a couple of hours, and buy 
our homemade preserves including Marmalade, Jam and Chutney. Also great selection 
of paperbacks for just 40p, puzzles, bric a brac and  nearly new clothes.  Raffle.   Local meat stall from 
‘Meat Dartmoor’. 

Wednesday 4th December 10 - 12  Admission £1  (includes tea/coffee etc)

Hiring Leusdon Memorial Hall
The Hall can take up to 100 people for functions 
or events. Inside there is a large, well equipped 
kitchen with plenty of worktop space. 
Outside parking is available for many vehicles. 
Level access for wheelchairs and the less able-
bodied.

Hire Rates:  £8 per hour 
For more information or booking contact Amanda 

on 01364  631432

Whist Drive Dates

At Leusdon Memorial Hall
Mondays 2nd, 16th & 30th December at 7.30pm. 
All very welcome !

Badminton Dates
Leusdon Memorial Hall at  7.30pm
Mondays  9th and 23rd December 
New players always welcome !

Date Time Reader Teas Flowers - Altar Windows
 1st December 16.00 Christingle at Widecombe Advent - No flowers
 8th December 12.00 Patrick Norma Advent - No flowers
15th December 12.00 Peter Shan Advent - No flowers
22nd December 16.00 Shan Norma Christmas - Everyone please
24th December 23.30 TBC - Christmas
29th December 10.30 Benefice Service at Ashburton Christmas

Leusdon Memorial Hall Update

The Coffee Morning went well again and 
made a grand total of £273.35.

Thank you for your continuing support.

A Happy Christmas to you all.
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Ashburton Chimney Sweep
*  Open fires

*  Woodburning & 
    multifuel stoves

*  Nests removed

*  Cowls fitted

   Available for Weddings

Very clean         Experienced      
Reasonable rates      

Satisfaction Guaranteed

For your free quote, please call
Tel: 01364 653440  
or 07791 737161

43 FORE STREET BUCKFASTLIGH TQ11 0AA 01364 643242 
 

Sales Service Rentals 

Rental Centre:  
Why buy when you can rent. Low monthly payments, 
 no service worries, keep up to date with upgrades .  

Rentals subject to status. 

Appliance Repairs 
Washing Machine, Tumble Dryers 
Dishwashers, Refrigeration 
All Manufactures 

All your Electrical needs in one place.  
Large showrooms for all Appliances from TV’s to Washing Machines, 

TumbleDryers, Cookers and Fridge Freezers. Your Local Euronics Centre 
Fast same day/next day  FREE DELIVERY 

www.jsearle.co.uk 

Experienced, friendly and local RIBA • 
chartered architecture practice based in 
Exeter. 
Specialising in the adaptation of listed • 
buildings, residential extenstions, 
renovations and low energy new builds.
For a FREE consultation with • 
                                please contact Luke 
McAdam:

ARCHITECTS

01392 459777 - MAIL@HMAD
WWW.HMAD.CO.UK

61mm x 92mm Moorland Parish Link.indd   1 11/10/19   16:46:18



Po
st

br
id

ge

19

St Gabriel, Postbridge
For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services -  see Page 20 for details

Postbridge Coffee Mornings   

Held between 11 am - 12 
noon at different venues 
around the area

Monday 9 December 
at Rundlestone Lodge, 
Princetown 
with Shirley Agness

Monday 16 December
Christmas Lunch at Furzeleigh 
Mill, Buckfastleigh 12 for 12.30 

Postbridge Whist Drives - Held in the Village Hall
Tuesdays 10th & 17th (Grand Christmas Whist - see below) December 2019

Start time - 7.30 pm
No Whist in January

Learners are especially welcome. Entrance fee of £2.50 to include refreshments and prizes. 
Contact: Jackie Gee, Bungalow 2, Dartfordleigh, Postbridge, Yelverton, PL20 6TJ.  Tel: 01822 880224

Princetown History Club

meets 1st Tuesday of each month at  
Princetown Community Centre at  7 for 

7.30pm.

3rd December AGM and Christmas Meeting
7th January  The Duchesses of Bedford 
with Geri Parlby 

For further information, please phone    
Mr John Lissenden on 01752 847573 
or  email    jlissenden@talktalk.net            

GRAND CHRISTMAS WHIST
Tuesday 17th December at 7.30pm

Organised by Gerald and Annie Smerdon

Please could any prize donations be left at the Postbridge Stores with
Paul and Becky Thomas who will kindly pass them on to Gerald.

With very many thanks.

PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT OUR WHIST DRIVE!!
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Church Services for December 2019
1st December                                              Advent 1                                               Purple
Readings - Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44
Widecombe 08.00 Holy Communion BCP GF Ashburton 08.00 Holy Communion BCP JA
Holne 10.30 Parish Communion JG Bickington 09.00 Holy Communion BCP MR
Widecombe 16.00 Christingle GF Ashburton 10.30 Portreeve MR

Buckland 15.00 Christingle + Baptism MR

8th December                                              Advent 2                                              Purple
Readings - Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12
Postbridge 09.00 Holy Communion BCP GF Bickington 09:00 Parish Communion MR
Widecombe 10:30 Parish Communion GF Ashburton 10:30 Parish Communion MR
Leusdon 12:00 Parish Communion GF Buckland 15:00 Evening Prayer TBA
Holne 15:00 Mini Messy Advent HL
Holne 16:30 All Age Service HL+

MR
13th December                                            

Bickington 19:00 Carol Service MR
15th December                                            Advent 3                                              Purple 
Readings - Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55 [CCP Canticle 37]; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
Huccaby 09:00 Holy Communion BCP MR Ashburton 10:30 Christmas Tree Festival 

All Age Communion
MR

Leusdon 12:00 Parish Communion GF Bickington No Service
Widecombe 18:00 Carol Service GF Buckland 15:00 Carol Service MR
20th December                                                                                                         
Huccaby 18:00  Carol Service MR

22nd December                                           Advent 4                                              Purple
Readings - Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43
Widecombe 10:30 Parish Communion MR Bickington 09:00 Holy Communion BCP GF
Leusdon 16:00 Carol Service GF Ashburton 10:30 Parish Communion GF
Holne 16:00 Carol Service MR Buckland 15:00 Evening Prayer MK
Postbridge 18.00 Carol Service GF Ashburton 18:30 Carol Service MR

24th December                                          Christmas Eve                                     Purple
Readings -  2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8:11-16; Psalm 89:19-27; Acts 13:16-26; Luke 1:67-79
Holne 16:00 Crib Service MR Buckland 11:00 Village Carols MR
Widecombe 16:00 Crib Service GF Ashburton 16:30 Crib Service AR+

KH
Leusdon 23:30 Midnight Communion GF Ashburton 23:30 Midnight Communion MR
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Holy Communion             Midweek & At Home

Communion at home

If you are unable to get to church because 
of ill health or loss of mobility and would 
like to receive communion at home please 
contact a member of the Ministry Team.
(see p.2 for contact details) 

There is a service of
Holy Communion
every Wednesday

at 10.30
at St. Andrew’s Church

in Ashburton
You will be most welcome!

Mid-week Communion
Wednesday 4th December Ashburton 10.30 GF
Wednesday 11th December Ashburton 10.30 MR

Key to Service Leaders
MR Revd Mark Rylands SS Steve Sheldon JA Revd John Andrews
AR Revd Mandy Rylands DW Revd David Witchell HL Heidi Lewis
GF Revd Geoffrey Fenton SLW Simon Le-Pine Williams KH Revd Kevin Hooke
JG Revd John Good WW William West MK Marion Kaye

25th December                                          Christmas Day                                        White
For readings ask Service Leader
Postbridge 09:00 Family Communion GF Bickington 09:00 Family Communion MR
Widecombe 10:30 Family Communion GF Ashburton 10:30 Family Communion MR
Holne 10:30 Family Communion AR Buckland 11:00 Family Communion MK
29th December                                          Christmas 1                                             White
Readings - Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23 

Ashburton 10:30 Benefice Communion MR
5th January                                               Epiphany                                                  White
Readings - Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12; Psalm 147:12-20 or Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21 [CCP Canticle 28]; 
Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:[1-9] 10-18

Widecombe 10.30 Family Worship GF Ashburton 08.00 Holy Communion BCP MR
Holne 10.30 Parish Communion TBC Ashburton 10.30 Christingle MR+

HL
Leusdon 16.00 Evening Prayer GF Buckland 15.00 Evening Prayer TBC

Bickington 17:00 Christingle MR+
HL

(Continued from page 20)
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CCC CONCERT 
 

Mark Padmore 
Internationally Renowned Tenor 

 

accompanied by 

Morgan Szymanski 
Mexican Guitarist featured in Classical Guitar Magazine 

 

 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, 
HOLNE 

 

Friday 28th June 
7.30pm 

 
 

Tickets £20 (includes light refreshments) 
 

Contact Judy Henderson 01364 631461 

                                                                                                                                      

 

Francis Parffrey Legal Services Ltd 
 

CONVEYANCING - POWERS OF ATTORNEY - 
PROBATE SERVICES - WILLS 

We can help you here in the Ashburton and Moorland Area 
Free initial home visit 
Contact by phone at 

01364 653 331 or 07443 622 903  
or by email to fp@francisparffreylegalservices.co.uk  

or visit our website www.francisparffreylegalservices.co.uk for 
information about our services.  

Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA 

& DOG TRAINING
Dog Holidays

thedevondoglady.co.uk 
07967 735067

l  Buckfast, small family farm
l  15 years helping owners and dogs 
l  Expert care, plenty of fresh air

REGISTERED
MEMBER

Emotional health
and

clear thinking

Whatever the cause, you don’t have to suffer from 
stress and anxiety: panic attacks: depression: 

phobias: trauma: low “self-esteem”: 
anger: poor sleep

Make a difference today
Proven talking therapy techniques combined with 

the most up-to-date psychological knowledge help 
you to move on as quickly as possible.

To learn more call Carol Harper
01364 631044

www.hgi.org.uk  and  www.carol-harper.co.uk

Carol is a fully qualified Human Givens practitioner, and a 
member of the British Complementary Medical Association
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The Old Clapper Bridge, Postbridge

Meetings
Parties

Available
for Hire

Special rate for Postbridge Residents
Please call     Jackie Gee  01822 880224

POSTBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

PRINCETOWN COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE

All are welcome to the annual Princetown Community Carol Service which will be held 
on Monday 16th December at 18:00 in the Church of  St Michael & All Angels, Tavistock 

Road, Princetown, Devon, PL20 6QD
 

Please be aware that the church is not heated so make sure you are dressed warmly!
 

After the service, refreshments will kindly be provided by the local WI. 
 

There will be a raffle on the evening to raise money for the work of the Churches Con-
servation Trust (who make it possible for us to use the church) so please do bring some 

money with you if you would like to participate in that.
 

Thanks everyone for your support

After two days, they eat vegetables never tasted before and are asking for seconds! We 
have a chance to open a door to new worlds. To inspire curiosity, to make real the senses 
that screen games only allude to. And fear………. discomfort………are faced and over-
come, building resilience whilst nurturing a sense of ‘can-do’ in adverse circumstances. 

Oh – thinking of facing fear………. the story of the pig flipping………. Next month!

Julia

(Continued from page 32)
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DARTMOOR CARPENTRY 
 

Oak Furniture & Hardwood Joinery 
 

Email: Dartmoorcarpentry@gmail.com  

Please contact Rich or Becks’ to discuss your project  

Tel: 01364 621466 or 07766648989 
 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o All aspects of Tree Surgery carried out                                  
o Hedgetrimming and shaping 
o Site Clearance work 
o TPO/Conservation applications carried out 
o Hardwood log supplies 

                                  samhallsptc@hotmail.com     www.samhallstreecare.co.uk                                                                       

 
Sam Hall’s 

Professional Tree Care 
Hexworthy, South Devon 

Home: 01364 405631 Mobile: 07553 262329 

Qualified       *       Experienced      *       Insured 
 

technology 
c o n s u l t i n g  

o Over 10 years exeperience  
o Fully insured with public liability up 

to £5 million. 
o Free no obligation quote 

01364 631405

Scott Build
Building & Maintenance

Scott Build   •   City & Guilds Approved   •   Fully Insured
 07568 141127   •   01803 554931   •   Scottlount@gmail.com

• Brick & Block Work           • Refurbishments
• Stone Work    • Slab Laying
• Driveways     • Ground Work
• Drainage      • Structural Work
• Alterations      • Garage Conversions
• Extensions       • Plastering & 
• Fencing       Rendering

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES AND 
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE, FULLY INSURED.

OPERATING THROUGHOUT SOUTH HAMS, 
TORBAY & TEIGNBRIDGE AREAS.

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

CALL MARLDON:  01803 554931
MOBILE: 07568 141127 
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To celebrate their nomination for The 
Countryside Alliance Awards 2019 Frank 
& Sue Martin of Pizwell Farm invite you 

to join them at 
POSTBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Tuesday 3rd DECEMBER 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Christmas Market &   
Social Evening 6pm - 8pm  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Come and do your Christmas shopping have 
a cup of tea & cake or supper with your 

friends.  
Farmer Frank's hot beef rolls, Beef 

stew, Lamb Casserole & more 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
RAFFLE             FREE ADMISSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

PHYL’S FOLLIES PROUDLY PRESENTS 

ALADDIN 
A FUN PANTOMIME FOR ALL THE FAMILY 

Evening performances begin at 7.30pm on 
30th, 31st January, 6th, 7th & 8th February 

2020 

Matinee on Saturday 1st February 2020 at 
2.00pm at Postbridge Village Hall 

Ticket prices: £7.00 Adults £3.50 Child  

Tickets available from 1st December  

Tel: 01822 880223 or  

Email: Postbridge.panto@gmail.com  

Please note tickets must be paid for in 
advance  
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Christophers’ Family Funerals
Independent Funeral Directors

www.christophersfunerals.co.uk info@christophersfunerals.co.uk

01364 654065
Bridge House, 9 Kingsbridge Lane, Ashburton,TQ13 7DX

•  QUALIFLIED SWEEP (City & Guilds, HETAS)
•  Member of APCIS
•  Experienced
•  Very Clean

email: steve@thechimney-sweep.co.uk
www.thechimney-sweep.co.uk

CALL Steve Thompson on:  

07866 025686 or 01626 587587

BARRAMOOR FARM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

HALF LAMB BOX £80.00 

Our 100% grass fed lamb 
comes from our own flock 

of Dartmoor reared 
traditional breeds. 

Jointed and packaged at the award-winning Ullacombe 
Farm butchery. 

 
 

Free delivery within a 30 mile radius of North Bovey. 
 

Half lamb boxes available from now until April. 
 

We also offer a tractor and trimmer hedge cutting service. 
 

Call 07903 173216 or email barramoorfarm@gmail.com for 
further information and to place orders 
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St Pancras, Widecombe-in-the-Moor
For contact information, ministers and church officers see front of the Link

Church Services -  see Page 20 for details

Date Time Sidesperson Coffee Flowers
 1st December 08.00 - - Advent - no flowers
 1st December 16.00 TBC - Christingle - Advent - no flowers
 8th December 10.30 Dawn Nosworthy Penny Whale Advent - no flowers
15th December 18.00 Ronnie & Peter Blood PCC Team Advent - no flowers
22nd December 10.30 Beth Fenton Jenny Pascoe Advent - no flowers
24th December 09.00 The flower ladies, all help from 9.00am please
24th December 16.00 TBC - Crib Service - Christmas
25th December 10.30 Clare Born - Christmas
29th December 10.30 Benefice Service at Ashburton Christmas

WIDDYTOTS
Widdytots is our local toddler group for children from 0-3 years. 
It runs on a Wednesday from 9.30-11am in the Church House, 
Widecombe-in-the-Moor. 
Widdytots is a relaxed, informal parent and toddler group where you 
can turn up and chat with other parents whilst your children play. We 
provide hot drinks for parents and snacks for the little ones. Everyone is welcome.
Your first session, and any when your child is under 6 months, are free and then from 6 
months to 3 years it is £1.50 per child and 50p for siblings. 
For more information please call the preschool on 01364 621 273, or find out more on our 
website, www.widecombepreschool.org.uk.

“Love Comes” – an Advent Course at Widecombe Vicarage 
 

Monday evenings at 7.30, starting on November 25th. 
 

Life stories, bible reading, discussion and prayer.  Coffee and biscuits and time for conversations afterwards. 
 

Everyone welcome. 
 

Contact Geoffrey Fenton for more info – 01364 621334Widecombe Vicarage, Widecombe, TQ13 7TF 
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County Cleansing
L   I   M   I   T   E   D

Septic Tanks  -  Sewage Systems  -  Cesspits

Septic Tanks Emptied
Competitive Rates

01364 653900   or   07976 561906
Professional Reliable Clean Service 

Specially Adapted Vehicle for the Devon Lanes

24/7 Emergency Call out

Contact Simon Fisher
8 Fairfield Road, Kingskerswell, Newton Abbot, TQ12 5HQ

countycleansing@btinternet.com

 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

PAINTER & DECORATOR       

FREE QUOTES    REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

Kevin Teague    Denbury
Tel:  07810 262744   or   01803 813685

For an efficient, humane  
Mole Catching Service 

in your area, that really works….!

Competitive prices.

Call Mick
Tel 01647 221357

Email    mickc911@gmail.com

STEVE HUTCHINSON
CARPENTER AND 

GENERAL BUILDER
Tel. 01822 259344 

Mob. 07737 765574

Extensions        Alterations
Refurbishments

Fibreglass Flat Roofs
Carpentry

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘An independent voice for those who find  
Dartmoor a source of livelihood or inspiration’ 

www.dartmoorsociety.com 
Reg Charity No: 1111066 
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Widecombe & District Sports Group
Membership renewals are now due if you have not received yours please email 
cl.partridge@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 621468. Alternatively membership forms can be 
found in the noticeboard by the court.

Regular Bookings: Tuesday & Thursday: Tennis Adults (16+) 6.30 Under 16’s with ability are 
welcome to these sessions with a parent who is also playing. 
For queries re tennis phone Di Cameron on 621218.
Please remember to wear soft soled shoes and to leave the court tidy with the net replaced. 
Report any damage immediately to Claire Partridge (Secretary) on 621468. Close all gates and 
replace the keys.
For more information about WDSG visit www.widecombe-in-the-moor.com/sports_group/ 
Thank you and enjoy your sports area.

Widecombe & District Ladies 
Social Group

We wish everyone a Happy and 
Healthy Christmas and a Good New 

Year.
There will be no meetings in January 

and February but we will continue 
with the monthly luncheons.

For more details phone Rose 
631238

Widecombe & District  
History Group

Meetings are held at the Church House in 
Widecombe on the 1st Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm.

Dec 4th History Group discussion
Jan 8th Christmas Party & Photo Quiz
             Robert Hesketh

Contact : 
Helen Barrow - helenagsec@gmail.com    
 or
Rosemary Mortimore - 01364 631238

Widecombe Pre-School
At Widecombe Church House, established since the 1970’s, our OFSTED inspected and 

highly rated sessions are designed to prepare your child for an easy and happy introduction 
to school.  Through qualified and trained staff,we provide a safe and stimulating environment. 

Tues  9.15am - 3pm   Weds  9.15 - 12.45pm  Fri  9.15am  - 3pm

 Tel: 01364 621273  
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Dartmoor Poultry Company
dartmoorpoultrycompany.co.uk   

Traditional, Free Range, Christmas Poultry
Oven Ready   

01364 652007   

Log Splitting Services and Domestic Fencing  

Self contained log splitting service 
quick and efficient. 

Domestic fencing supplied and erected.

Please call Joe on 07899827352 or 01364 643467

  

www.tdenmanelectrical.co.uk 

For more information on all our services or 
free estimates please call us on 

T: 01647 441551 or M: 07966 024292 
E:info@tdenmanelectrical.co.uk 

• Domestic, Industrial, 
Commercial & Agricultural 

• Fault Finding, Free Advice, 
Visual Inspections & Reports 

• Electric Safety Inspection 
Reports 

• Portable Appliance Testing 
(PAT) 

 

Based on Dartmoor! 
    A

LL  ABOUT    

C A NIN E S

TEACHING PEOPLE  
HOW TO LIVE & WORK  

WITH THEIR DOGS

PENELOPE LOCKE
 TRAINER

Behaviour Consultation,Training and Select 
Boarding

Phone: 07846 756555   

Email: penlocke@aol.com
www.allabout-canines.com

Call me about my 10 day Puppy Board and Train 
Program.

You will work with your dog’s nature, using their gentle,  
clear & consistent language.  

By learning to develop a mutual understanding,  
you will effect your dog’s behaviour  

and thus their life experience forever.
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Widecombe Church House Management  
Committee   Chairman - Mike Pascoe
To book the Hall please contact Rose Mortimore 
01364 631238. 
Rates of Hire   (Local Events)
Daytime                £3.50 per hour      
Evenings              £5.00 per hour          
All Day      £20.00 
These rates are for local non commercial events 
only. For other rates please ask the bookings 
secretary. 
Payment by cheque is preferred. Cheques to 
be made payable to Widecombe Church House 
Fund and sent to Sarah Reeve, Bonehill Cot-
tage, Bonehill Lane,  
Widecombe-in-the-Moor, TQ13 7TD

For all other matters relating to  
the Church House 

please contact  Diana Cameron on  

Widecombe Community Hall CIO 
invites you to join in with a  

Charity Walk 
 

Monday 30th December, 10am 
 

Join Gail at Beltor Carpark to walk the 
final three tors in her  
'All Tors Challenge' 

 

Walk to Sharp Tor, Yar Tor & finally 
Corndon Tor to complete the list of 119 

Tors in this fundraising challenge. 
 

Celebrate with mince pies and mulled 
wine after finishing. 

 
 
 

Please let Gail know if you’ll be joining her so we can make sure  
there are enough refreshments for all!  

Call: 01364 631282 or email the Community Hall team using the address below. 
 

If you’re unable to join the walk but would like to sponsor Gail, please visit our 
website and see the ‘Make a Donation’ page for details. Cash / cheques can also be 

given to Gail or any member of the committee. 
 

Date for your diaries – Saturday 18th January, 7.30pm. Quiz & Supper Night. 
 
 

Thank You and Merry Christmas! 
 
 

www.widecombecommunityhall.org Email: info@widecombecommunityhall.org 

WIDECOMBE-IN-THE-MOOR 

CHRISTMAS WHIST DRIVE

Wednesday 18th December
 

at 7.30pm 

in the Church House
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News from the East Shallowford Trust

October was a month that flipped from fantastic open skies luring us all into a sense of warm 
bliss, as we wandered gently through the deep darkening bracken, to biting mizzle that made 
us all want to scuttle in doors and hunker down around a warm fire, shrouded in a thick, heavily 
woven blanket.

One group of London Mothers arrived with their children in a cheerful bright red bus. One Mother 
had visited the farm as a child and recanted tale after tale, stating categorically, that her BEST 
childhood memories were at the farm, moving sheep, trying to catch piglets and playing in dung 
heaps. Each to their own! Now a vegan to try and detox her daughter who had recurrent skin 
problems, Serena’s innovative cooking skills were fully tested. Delicious soups, fresh vegetables 
and delightful deserts abounded as healthy, fast moving children darted around the farm, puddle 
splodging, peering at different plants, poking the trees and trying to understand dripping lichen 
and spongy moss. 

We truly did test a youth group from London. On arrival at the farm, they all clambered into 
the sitting room, snuggling down into the well worn armchairs around the crackling fire. First 
question! ‘What is different about this room?’….. ‘There is no TV!’……… ‘there is a fire’……….. 
‘It’s old’……… and so the history comes tumbling out. A house built without bricks. A house 
that is possibly 600 years old (well – ‘ish’), originally heated by cows, pigs and sheep……… 
are we lucky to be alive now? It’s a good argument. A good return to reality when frustration at 
having the wrong coloured plate, or not sitting in a favourite place at the table leads to spitting, 
stamping, yelling and slamming shut the ancient door. Who are you in a house so old to be so 
demanding? ‘Sorry. I will be more respectful.’ Is the meek reply, once the heaving chest of anger 
and frustration has finally calmed.

Three sisters had never visited before. Never been to the moors and rarely out of London. It 
was howling. The sky opened with relentless, sheets of persistent cold rain for two days. So 
we took the group to Hembury woods! Leaping and bouncing through the trees we peered 
at the differences branch formations, collected colourful leaves, carefully negotiated ridges 
where one slip would have tumbled everyone into the speeding Dart. So we laughed, sang and 
walked………….. and walked……….. and then more rain and yet more. By the time we reached 
the fort, Serena and I had one girl each by the hand and had to sing, clamber distract and 
virtually haul them up the hill amid snuffles of, ‘I’m cold ……..I want to go home!’

Slipping, scampering, we finally made it to the road and spoddle ploshed, running to the van. 
With the pigs to feed, muck out and bedding to be laid, warmth was soon pumped back into 
everyone’s arms and legs………… and exhausted but grinning children devoured every morsel 
of food. Funny how children arrive being very particular and picky about their food.

Continued on Page 23
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   Ministers: Rev’d Kevin Hooke (01626) 832369      
Church contacts: Nigel Davis (01364) 631476  or  Serena Walcot (01364) 631279

Dunstone & Poundsgate Methodist Chapels

MONTHLY CHARITY LUNCH
The next lunch to be held at Dunstone chapel will be on Wednesday 11th December

Do come and join us, we serve home cooked food from 12 noon until 3pm

News from Poundsgate Methodist Church
At Poundsgate our regular monthly service will take place on Sunday 1st December 
at 3pm, and will be followed as usual by coffee and cake. A the moment the theme is 
unknown, so you are welcome to turn up for a surprise! We are currently working on a 
programme for the first few months of 2020.

At Dunstone Methodist Church, just outside Widecombe, our weekly informal times of 
prayer and worship  over breakfast continue  at 9am every Sunday, do come and join 
us, everyone is most welcome. There is also a monthly community charity lunch on the 
second Wednesday of every month from 12 o’clock onwards - please drop in as and when 
you can.  The next one will be on Wednesday 11th December.

Both chapels will have their own carol services in December: the one at Dunstone will 
be on Tuesday 17th at 6.30pm, traditionally attended by the Widecombe Singers, and 
followed by a hot meal, whilst Poundsgate’s will be on  Thursday 19th at 7.30pm and will 
include songs sung by Nancy Day.

Both churches send their greetings for a peaceful and joyful Christmas.

Rev Kevin  Hooke
Minister, Poundsgate Methodist Church

Poundsgate and Dunstone Chapels
Every Sunday 9.00am Breakfast Worship at Dunstone Chapel, all 

welcome
Sunday 1st December 3.00pm Advent Sunday at Poundsgate
Tuesday 17th December 6.30pm Carol Service at Dunstone Chapel
Thursday 19th December 7.30pm Carol Service at Poundsgate Chapel
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ASHBURTON AND BUCKFASTLEIGH 
HOSPITAL LEAGUE OF FRIENDS

REG. CHARITY NO. 900416

Are you interested in helping your local com-
munity?  
If so why not come and join your local 
League of Friends. 
Our object is to relieve patients, former 
patients and those in our community who are 
convalescent, disabled, handicapped or infirm 
and generally to support the work of our local 
hospital.
For further information please contact our 
Secretary on:  Tel. 01364 654079      
or email essay.trawets@virgin.net

ASHBURTON
FOOD   BANK

We’re there if needed......
 POSTBRIDGE                      HOLNE                   WIDECOMBE

      HEXWORTHY                                                                                                                                POUNDSGATE 

         LEUSDON                                PONSWORTHY
                  CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE FOR THOSE IN FOOD NEED

Opening hours: Mon 3 – 4.30pm, Thurs 4.30-6pm   St. Petrock’s Cottage, Eastern Road, Ashburton
We now have a free delivery service. Phone 07767 453844 and leave a message and contact number. 

Rainfall in October 2019

 
 

 

 

DASH is an independent charity serving patients of 
Ashburton Surgery. We: 

• Take you to any kind of medical appointment, and 
other trips 

• Do your shopping if you are unwell 
• Collect and deliver prescriptions 
• Help with forms and letters 

 
Also, if you would like to help DASH as a volunteer, 
please call 01364 653335. 
 

 

 

 

NEIGHBOURS 
HELPING 

NEIGHBOURS 
 

DASH 
District of Ashburton 

Surgery Help Line 
 

Place Total Rainfall Days without rain Wettest Days
Postbridge 314.9 mm (12,4”) 4 25th 68.58 mm 

(2.7”)
(October 2018 - 143.5 mm (5.7”))

Holne 343.2 mm (13.51”) 25th  57.2 mm
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Other Community News & Events

The Chagford Singers' Winter Concert 
 Musique de Minuit 

 
Morten Lauridsen: Lux Aeterna and  

Marc-Antoine Charpentier: Messe de Minuit 
 

7.30pm on Saturday 7th December 2019 at St Michael’s 
Church, Chagford. 

 
Tickets £10 (£5 concession students and under 18s) from 

Sally’s Newsagents and on the door. 
 

www.thechagfordsingers.co.uk or 01647 221363 
 

THREE DAFT MONKEYS 
'Year of the Clown' 

 
Folk music with Celtic and Eastern influences. Vibrant and sparkling new songs, 

quirky, original and upbeat fiddle-driven tunes. 
 

The 4 piece line-up band take their famously dynamic live show to danceable dizzy 
heights! It will leave you breathless, enthralled and exhilarated! 

 
One of the 'Highlights of Glastonbury Festival' on BBC TV - Mark Radcliffe 

 
SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER @ 7.30pm 

BUCKLAND IN THE MOOR COMMUNITY HALL 
 

Tickets £9 (£5 child) from David Burke 01364 653525 or davidburke9@icloud.com 
 

Refreshments and Raffle 
 

A VILLAGES IN ACTION EVENT 
 

WIDECOMBE CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 
This year's festival will be from Thursday 12th December until Friday 20th December. 

The trees will be put up on Wednesday 11th December 

Entries are free and welcomed from groups, organisations, families and individuals. 

This year, as last year, we will be having a class especially for small trees as well as the 
usual classes for adults and children. 

This year's theme is “SEASONS”  
which, as usual, can be interpreted any way you like! 

 
Entry forms are available from the Church, 

Widecombe Gifts and The Kiosk. 
 

We will have a collection for the charity  
“Together for Short Lives”, charity no. 1144022, during the festival.           

 
Help us to make a wonderful spectacle in the Church and a great start to the  

Christmas Celebrations. 
 

More details from Mary in the Kiosk tel.07980312307 or  

Judy tel 01364 621520 or email judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk 
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• General plumbing & heating  • Boiler installation & replacements
• Bathroom installations  • Boiler servicing and breakdowns
• LPG and natural gas • 24/7 emergency breakdowns
• Free quotations

CC PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES
Contact: 07521 972332 
Email:  c.cplumbingandheating@outlook.com
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Buckland-in-the-Moor 

Whist 2020

Start 7.30pm

January 4th February 1st

February 29th March 28th

April 25th May 23rd

June 20th July 18th

August 15th September 12th

October 10th November 7th

Living Spit 
present 

Swan Lake 
 

Scoriton Village Hall 
Tuesday 17th December 7.30pm 

 
Tickets £10 adult / £7 child / £30 2+2 available from 01364 631288 or 

www.villagesinaction.co.uk 
 
 

Swan Lake. The most famous, magical water-based avian ballet ever performed. But 
expensive, high-brow and normally only at a big city theatre miles away from where you live. 
Well, not anymore! Theatre Orchard and Living Spit have teamed up to make the smallest 

ballet ever performed (probably). With Howard & Stu joined on stage by two real-live, 
professional ballet dancers this is a proper ballet in miniature. The dynamic duo have 

promised to leave the tutus at home but promises are made to be broken… 
This promises to be the funniest, danciest, water-fowlest microballet the world has ever 

seen. 
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Contacting the Editorial Team
 Email items for inclusion or any other queries to: link@moorlandteam.org.uk

 For items sent by post please use the following addresses: 

Link Finances (donations, advertising 
fees, invoices etc)

All Other Correspondence

Parish Link Treasurer
c/o Way Park
Widecombe-in-the-Moor
Newton Abbot
Devon
TQ13 7TU

Parish Link
c/o The Vicarage
Widecombe-in-the-Moor
Newton Abbot
Devon
TQ13 7TF

Thank you to all those who make donations to the Parish Link. 
Commercial advertising and donations ensure that the Link continues to 

be provided free of charge throughout the Moorland Team. 
If you would like to make a donation, please contact the editorial team.

Groups and Individuals who support the Parish Link

Civil Service Retirement Group  Postbridge Village Hall
Princetown History Society  Widecombe Church House Committee
Dartmoor Forest Parish Council  Leusdon Memorial Hall
Moorland Merrymakers   Various anonymous donations
Buckland-in-the-Moor Soup Club  High Moorland WI
Widecombe History Group  Leusdon Short Mat Bowls
Holne Parish Council   Holne Fete Committee
Widecombe Fair Committee  Widecombe Ladies Social Group
Friends of Widecombe School  Widecombe Sports Group
Holne Village Hall Committee  Holne Garden Group 
Holne Second-Hand Books  Widecombe Parish Council 
Phyl’s Follies (Postbridge)
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Last  . . .   but not least . . . 

Parish Link Advertising Costs
Size Size Month Year
Sixth Page 61x60mm £7.50 £80
Quarter Page 61x92mm £12 £125
Half Page 128x92mm £20 £215
Please contact the Editorial Team for information and availability of advertising space 

at link@moorlandteam.org.uk

Final Copy Deadline
for the January 2020 edition of the Link will be 

Sunday 8th December
but please send as early as you can by email.

Next issue available on Wednesday 18th December

As the year comes to an end, we are celebrating the Link’s continuing existence, and, 
dare we say it, flourishment? (Not sure if that’s a word!) It’s been amazing to continually 
re-discover the vital role our magazine has in linking so many people together, and helping 
to keep our communities alive. We are greatly encouraged by all the support and the 
encouragement that we receive from our readers, so thank you for your feedback. 

However we are continually disheartened by the tardiness of some of our regular 
contributors, and we are also we are puzzling over better ways of getting the Link to the 
widest possible audience. Having slaved away to get it back from the printers on time, it 
seems that in some places it never arrives, and some people who are used to receiving a 
copy are not receiving it. Sorry about this. From our Ivory Tower this is not always apparent, 
so could you please let us know if you hear about someone who used to get a Link and now 
doesn’t? And there are places, like B&B’s, where we’d like to get a copy into every room. 
Printing more copies is no problem, but we could do with more distributors. If you’d like to 
help in the distribution, please let one of us know. Thanks.

Finally, we wish you all a very Happy Christmas!

Peter, Geoffrey, Tony, Susan, Daf and David



 

www.rendells.co.uk 

Newton Abbot Office: 
13 Market Street, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 2RL 

Tel: 01626 353881 / Fax: 01626 365030 
Email: newtonabbot@rendells.co.uk 

Chartered Surveyors - Estate Agents - Letting Agents - Land Agents - Commercial Agents - 
Livestock Specialists - Fine Art  - Smallholders Markets - Farm & Machinery Sales - 

Valuers - Auctioneers  
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CARROLL CLEANING SERVICES 
SINE FUCO ET FALLACIIS CONDUCIMUS 

Established 1985 
WINDOW CLEANING & 

SOLAR & PV PANELS,  
 TENNIS COURTS & OUTDOOR SPORTS SURFACES. 

                01647 277584                

07771 761125 
info@carrollcleaning.co.uk 
www.carrollcleaning.co.uk 

BRIDGE PARK, DARTMOOR, TQ13 9TW 

01626 897297

The Hollies, Avenue Road, Bovey Tracey  TQ13 9BQ


