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The Parish Letter
God is now here                                                                   December 2018
An atheist was writing an article for Christmas to prove that God did not exist. He wanted to 

This is the heart of the Christmas good news. We celebrate that God came to us in human 
form, as a vulnerable baby to a young woman called Mary.  In very ordinary circumstances, 
Jesus was born in a particular place- the small town of Bethlehem on the edge of the Roman 

God is now here.
For many this is unbelievable. Surely if God was to reveal himself to us he would just rend the 

However, God seems to work not by breaking into the world but by embracing the world from 

we see that it is saying that God delights to be human alongside human beings. This carol 
tells of a God who does not have to be lured down from heaven by us being very polite to him 

us. 

interested in us.  Christmas teaches us to dispel the idea that God is essentially bored with 
us, rather removed from us and always in need of being kept sweet. He does not have to be 

In Bethlehem, God comes to us in the weakness of a baby. A lifetime later, at Calvary, he 
appeals to us in the helplessness of a man nailed to a cross. In Jesus, God beckons to us not 
by force or command but in solidarity and by identifying with us. He longs for us to recognise 
him and go to him.
God is now here. He values our humanity beyond all imagining. He shares our struggles as 

God is for us.  May you know the blessing of his presence this Christmas.
+Mark
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For all editorial information - copy date, my contact details etc. please see inside back cover.

Churchwardens
St Mary the Virgin, Holne with  St Raphael, Huccaby
Gillian Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507 gillianp1992@gmail.com

Anthony Parker as above as above anthonyfp999@gmail.com

St John the Baptist, Leusdon
Geoff Bamsey 26 Old Manor Close, Holne Cross, TQ13 7JF 01364 652820 geoff.bamsey486@gmail.com

Patrick Simpson Spitchwick Manor, Poundsgate, TQ13 7PB 01364 631209 admin@bennah.co.uk

St Gabriel, Postbridge
Annie Smerdon The Stores, Postbridge, PL20 6TH 01822 880201 gerald.postbridge@btconnect.com

Wendy Watson Middle Merripit Farm, Postbridge, PL20 6TJ 01822 880215 wendy@merribridge.plus.com

St Pancras, Widecombe
Michael Pascoe Wooder Bungalow, Widecombe, TQ13 7TR 01364 621333 pascoewooder@yahoo.co.uk

Penny Whale Wayside, Widecombe in the Moor, TQ13 7TA 01364 621411 pjwayside@hotmail.com

St Andrews, Ashburton
William West Tawstock, Knowle Close, Ashburton TQ13 7RA 01364 652666 william1208west@me.com

Bill Shapley 18 Beverley Gardens, Ashburton, TQ13 7BL 01364 652263 wandjshapley@gmail.com

St Mary the Virgin, Bickington
Peter Warren Rentor, Bickington 01626 821213 pw.rentor@gmail.com

St Peter, Buckland in the Moor
Stephanie Palk Halsanger Manor 01364 652430 stmp7@tiscali.co.uk

Vida Pascoe 14 Balland Park, Ashburton 01364 653312

Treasurer Francis Parffrey Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA 01364 654067 francis.parffrey@mail.com

Secretary Gillian Parker Thimble Hall, Hexworthy, PL20 6SD 01364 631507 gillianp1992@gmail.com

Judy Southcombe judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk
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Ashburton    Monday Mornings    December 3rd, 10th, 17th   
10.30am   Ashburton Church   led by Marion Kaye

Widecombe    Monday Evenings    December 3rd, 10th, 17th
7.30pm   Widecombe Vicarage   

Ashburton    Wednesday Evenings   December 5th, 12th, 19th 
7.30pm   Ashburton Church   

OPEN HOUSE     at   The Rectory 
Copperwood Close, Ashburton 

Saturday 15th December 2018
Mandy and Mark Rylands invite you 

Exploring the Christian Faith
You are invited to a series of evenings that will give 

an introduction to the Christain faith and 
explore what it means to be a follower of Jesus

Thursdays - 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st January,  7th February
at  7.00 - 9.00 pm

in  St Andrews Church Hall, Ashburton

Hot food and drinks provided

Please book your place by emailing mark.rylands@mmuk.net
or telephone:  01364 716309
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December 2nd                                   Advent Sunday                              Purple     
Readings - Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36
Widecombe 08.00 Holy  Communion GF Ashburton 08.00 Holy Communion JA
Holne 10.30 Parish Communion GF Bickington 09.00 Holy Communion JG
Widecombe 16.00 Christingle Service GF Ashburton 10.30 Portreeve Service MR

Buckland 15.00 Christingle Service MR
Ashburton 17.00 Christingle Service MR

December 9th                                          Advent 2                                  Purple
Readings - Baruch 5:1-9 or Malachi 3:1-4; Canticle: Benedictus; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6
Widecombe 10.30 Parish Communion GF Bickington 09.00 Holy Communion MR
Leusdon 12.00 Parish Communion GF Ashburton 10.30 Parish Communion MR
Holne 16.00 Christingle Service MR Buckland 15.00 Holy Communion AR
Postbridge 18.00 Carol Service GF
Friday December 14th
Bickington 19.00 Carol Service MR
December 16th                                       Advent 3                                  Purple
Readings - Zephaniah 3:14-20; Canticle: Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18
Holne 10.30 Family Worship MK Bickington 09.00 Holy Communion GF
Leusdon 12.00 Parish Communion GF Ashburton 10.30 Holy Communion JA
Widecombe 18.00 Carol Service GF Buckland 15.00 Carol Service MR

Ashburton 18.30 Carol Service MR

Friday December 21st
Huccaby 18.00 Carol Service   AR/ MR
December 23rd                                       Advent 4                                 Purple

Widecombe 10.30 Parish Communion MR Bickington 09.00 Holy Communion MR
Leusdon 16.00 Carol Service GF Ashburton 10.30 Holy Communion GF
Holne 18.00 Carol Service MR Buckland 15.00 Evening Prayer JH

December 24th                                     Christmas Eve                         White

Holne 16.00 Crib Service AR Buckland 11.00 Carols round Village
Widecombe 16.00 Crib Service GF Ashburton 16.30 Crib Service MR
Leusdon 11.30 Midnight Communion GF Ashburton 23.30 Midnight Communion MR

Church Services for DECEMBER 2018

contd. Next Page
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Church Events

Key to Service Leaders
MR Revd Mark Rylands JA Revd John Andrews
AR Revd Mandy Rylands JH Jeremy Howell
GF Revd Geoffrey Fenton MK Marion Kaye
JG Revd John Good

Communion at home
If you are unable to get to church because 
of ill health or loss of mobility and would 
like to receive communion at home please 
contact a member of the Ministry Team.
(see p.2 for contact details) 

There is a service of

Holy Communion
every Wednesday

at 1030

in Ashburton

Holy Communion             Midweek & At Home

December 25th                                 Christmas Day                             White
 
Postbridge 09.00 Family Communion GF Bickington 09.00 Family Communion MR
Widecombe 10.30 Family Communion GF Ashburton 10.30 Family Communion AR
Holne 11.00 Family Communion MR Buckland 11.00 Family Communion        

(by Extension)
MK

December 30th                                   Christmas 1                                 White
Readings - 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52
Ashburton 10.30 Parish Communion MR/AR/MK

WIDECOMBE CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
This year's festival will be open from Friday 14th until Friday 21st December

09.30 - 16.30 each day
This year's theme is “A CHRISTMAS SONG”      

As usual,entry to the Festival is free,but we do hope that visitors will 

More details from Mary in the Kiosk tel.07980312307 or 
Judy tel 01364 621520 or email judysouthcombe@yahoo.co.uk                                                 
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December Page

3rd 5

5th Leusdon Coffee Morning and Stalls 23

9th CLOSING DATE FOR JANUARY LINK

9th Farmyard Nativity at Shallowford 9

10th Moorland Merrymakers Show 11

13th Widecombe Christmas Tree Fest 7

13th Messy Church Ashburton 11

General Team News
From the Registers

Dates for the Diary

Funeral Leusdon 16th November Audrey Eileen Davis

Page

14th 11

19th Dunstone Carol Service 31

20th Claudia Alvarez Concert, Ashburton 9

January 2019

10th Beginning of Exploring Faith course 5

24th Mother Goose, Postbridge Panto 13

PARISH  OFFICE    in Ashburton
is open   Wednesdays,   Thursdays   and Fridays        from  10 - 11 am

INVITATION FROM St. Peter’s, Buckland in the Moor
You are invited to St Peter's Church, Buckland in the Moor, 

to our Christmastide gift events.
On Sunday 2 December  at 3.00pm a Christingle service with candles and oranges with the 
collection for The Children's Society.  Cake and tea after service.  This short enjoyable service is 
very suitable for the young folk as well as those of mature years.

On Sunday 16 December at 3.00pm a Carol service - sing all those well known and much 
loved carols, with the collection being sent to our local Fremlington (Barnstaple) Children's Hospice 
Southwest. Suitable refreshments to follow service.  An enjoyable start to the Christmas season.
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Community News and Events

 POSTBRIDGE                      HOLNE                   WIDECOMBE

      HEXWORTHY                                                                                                                                POUNDSGATE 

         LEUSDON                                PONSWORTHY
                  CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE FOR THOSE IN FOOD NEED

We now have a free delivery service. Phone 07767 453844 and leave a message and contact number. 

ASHBURTON
FOOD   BANK

Christmas Spirit

Claudia Alvarez Calderon - soprano 
Alex Wilson - piano

An evening of sacred music and Christmas carols from around the world. 
Hot drinks and mince pies available.

Wednesday 19th December   
Methodist Church 

Ivybridge 

Tickets £10 (under 16s free) - doors open 7pm
Bookings and info: 07951054577/info@claudiaalvarezcalderon.com

www.claudiaalvarezcalderon.com

Thursday 20th December 
St Lawrence Chapel 

Ashburton

 

 
The Shallowford Trust – A charitable company limited by guarantee and registered in England & Wales 

omp  

Hot food & drink k  
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Ashburton Log Service
Well seasoned, 

barn-stored,  hardwood logs. 
Log splitting service available.

Call:    Joe on   01364 643467 or 07899827352

NEIGHBOURS 
HELPING 

NEIGHBOURS
DASH is an independent charity serving 

 

Also, if you would like to help DASH as a 
volunteer, please call 01364 653335

ASHBURTON AND  BUCKFASTLEIGH 
HOSPITAL LEAGUE OF FRIENDS

Are you interested in helping your local community?  
If so why not come and join your local League of 
Friends. 
Our object is to relieve patients, former patients 
and those in our community who are convalescent, 

support the work of our local hospital.
For further information please contact our Secretary 

 
or email essay.trawets@virgin.net

Scoriton Village Hall
Situated on the edge of the village and available 

to hire at reasonable rates. 

parties, meetings and sports e.g. badminton. 

separately for committee meetings.
Full disabled facilities, including access, toilets and a 

hearing loop.

Rates per Hour
Local Non-local

Kitchen £5 £7
Main Hall £8 £11

For more information or to book   
email Carol Shaw

scoritonvillagehall@gmail.com

Local roo ng co pan  with  
over  ears e perience in :

lating  tilling
lat roo ng

Lead wor  
o plete re roo s

oo  repairs
ll  ali ed and ins red

PLEASE CALL MARTIN
on 07775449477 

or a ree no obligation ote 
or visit 

www. aw-roo ng-devon.co.  
or ore in or ation
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Moorland Merrymakers 2018 Pantomime 

“Dreck - A Dartmoor 
Shrek Parody”  
Written and Produced by 

Evie Edworthy 

Show nights will be on  
Monday 10th to Saturday 15th December 

inclusive 7.30pm start 

A special matinee performance with priority 
booking for families will take place  
on Saturday 8th December at 5pm 

Next Messy Church 
Thursday Dec 13th 3.30pm

2nd Thursday St Andrew’s Church Hall

Fun with singing, craft, hot 
meal and friendship.

Dec 2nd Sunday
The Christingle Service 

5pm St Andrew’s Church

Dec 13th Thurs
Messy Church 

3.30pm St Andrew’s Hall

Dec 16th Sunday 
FunSize Church 

4pm St Andrew’s Hall

Dec 24th Monday
The Crib Service 4.30pm 

Dec 30th Sunday 
Breakfast @ 9am
St Andrew’s Hall

Contact Jane 654 067

‘RIDING ACROSS ISRAEL’

starting at 7pm prompt at Dunstone Methodist chapel, Nr. Widecombe. Refreshments. 
Free entry but donations to chapel. 

numbers expected. Everyone welcome - Free entry but donations for charity welcome - 

on the night.
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STEVE HUTCHINSON
CARPENTER AND 

GENERAL BUILDER
Tel. 01822 890397 

Mob. 07737 765574

Extensions        Alterations
Refurbishments

Fibreglass Flat Roofs
Carpentry

 

‘An independent voice for those who find  
Dartmoor a source of livelihood or inspiration’ 

www.dartmoorsociety.com 
Reg Charity No: 1111066 

County Cleansing
L   I   M   I   T   E   D

Septic Tanks  -  Sewage Systems  -  Cesspits

Septic Tanks Emptied
Competitive Rates

01364 653900   or   07976 561906
Professional Reliable Clean Service 

Specially Adapted Vehicle for the Devon Lanes

24/7 Emergency Call out

Contact Simon Fisher

countycleansing@btinternet.com
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A fun pantomime for all the family 
Evening  7.30pm 

 on 24TH, 25TH & 31ST January, 1st & 2nd February 2019 
Matinee on Saturday 26th January at 2pm  

At Postbridge Village Hall 
Tickets 1st December (£7 adults, £3  children) 

F  Martyn at  
  

Please note tickets must be paid for in advance 

STONE LANE GARDENS 
WINTER WONDER AMONG THE BEAUTIFUL BIRCH TREES  

AND VOLUNTEER WITH US
Open every day all year round, Stone Lane Gardens, a small friendly conservation charity 

Our mission is to conserve birch and alder trees by promoting, researching, propagating 
and displaying our National Collection in a beautiful arboretum to educate and inform the 
public, alongside an educational display of high quality art in a natural setting. The charity 
is run by volunteer Trustees and we have regular volunteer groups working in the garden

Book-keeper/ administrator, which would suit a retired book-keeper with knowledge of the 

for the book-keeping and optionally an additional half-day or more for administration. 
If you are interested, please contact Tim Imrie admin@stonelanegardens.com 01647 
433771
Also, we have need of a Social Media and Website Volunteer. We need to keep our 
website up to date and promote the work of the charity on our facebook page and any 
other social media that you would like to use. There is also the potential to be creative 

basis. If this appeals to you, please contact Pru Barnes pru.barnes@stonelanegardens.
com 01822 841686
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Scott Build
Building & Maintenance

S

 Brick & Block Work            Refurbishments
 Stone Work     Slab Laying
 Driveways      Ground Work
 Drainage       Structural Work
 Alterations      Garage Conversions
 Extensions        Plastering & 
Fencing       Rendering

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES AND 
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE, FULLY INSURED.

OPERATING THROUGHOUT SOUTH HAMS, 
TORBAY & TEIGNBRIDGE AREAS.

NO JOB TOO SMALL!
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Place Total Rainfall Days with-
out rain

Wettest days

Postbridge 142.5 mm  (5.7”) 13 12th  2.1”
(October 2017 - 121.2 mm (4.8”) 11th  1.5”

Holne 141.6 mm  (5.57”) 11th  62.6mm

MONTHLY CHARITY LUNCH
Held at Dunstone chapel on the  

second Wednesday of every month in 
aid of a different charity each month.
The next lunch will be at 12 - 3 pm on 

Wednesday 12th December

Whist  Drive Buckland
No Whist at Buckland in December.

Christmas Whist Drives at
Luesdon on 17th December

Postbridge on 18th December
Widecombe on 19th December

Starts at 7.30pm and admission is £3.00  
including refreshments.     

 

 

CONVEYANCING - POWERS OF ATTORNEY - 
PROBATE SERVICES - WILLS 

We can help you here in the Ashburton and Moorland Area 
Free initial home visit 
Contact by phone at 

01364 653 331 or 07443 622 903  
or by email to fp@francisparffreylegalservices.co.uk  

or visit our website www.francisparffreylegalservices.co.uk for 
information about our services.  

Hillcrest, Bowden Hill, Ashburton TQ13 7EA 

Rainfall in October 2018
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Rochelles Curtains and Blinds EST 1989
(now based on Dartmoor, in the South Hams & Exeter)

Tel:  01626 270076  Mobile: 07525 618286   
email address: phil-kendall@hotmail.co.uk

www.tdenmanelectrical.co.uk 

For more information on all our services or 
free estimates please call us on 

T: 01647 441551 or M: 07966 024292 
E:info@tdenmanelectrical.co.uk

 Domestic, Industrial, 
Commercial & Agricultural 

 Fault Finding, Free Advice, 
Visual Inspections & Reports 

 Electric Safety Inspection 
Reports 

 Portable Appliance Testing 

Based on Dartmoor!

Emotional health

and

clear thinking

Whatever the cause, you don’t have to suffer from 
stress and anxiety: panic attacks: depression: 

phobias: trauma: low “self-esteem”: 
anger: poor sleep

Make a difference today
Proven talking therapy techniques combined with 

the most up-to-date psychological knowledge help 
you to move on as quickly as possible.

To learn more call Carol Harper

01364 631044
www.hgi.org.uk  and  www.carol-harper.co.uk

Carol is a fully qualified Human Givens practitioner, and a 
member of the British Complementary Medical Association

PILATES
For Health and Wellbeing

Friendly, fun classes of max 10 – 13 students. Improve 
your strength, exibility, overall mobility and posture,  

restore your body to balance, move more ef ciently and 
be less prone to aches, pains and in uries. chieve a 

strong core, develop longer, leaner muscles, improve your 
body tone and increase your overall sense of well-being.

BUCKFASTLEIGH Town Hall  -  uesday mornings

BOVEY Phoenix Hall   -   onday venings                             

BOVEY Wickham Hall  -    hursday ornings
(includes Over 60’s class)

To book a place in class contact: Faith Burch   
0  1     faithburch1 gmail.com

Beginners – 
Intermediate, 
all ages and 

abilities

ne-to- ne 
Sessions 
available.                     
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Date Time Sidesperson Flowers
2nd December 10.30 Joe
9th December 16.00 Judy
16th December 10.30 Judy
23rd December 18.00 TBA Everyone please
24th December 16.00 TBA Christmas
25th December 11.00 TBA Christmas

Church Services -  see Page 6 

St Mary the Virgin, Holne

Holne Village Hall
Situated in the middle of the village, near 
Church, shop and Inn, available to hire at 
reasonable rates. 
Medium sized hall with separate well 

tables for any event.  
Car parking adjacent to the Hall.                  
Rates (per hour)   £8  (£5 for locals)       
For more information or to book: 
please ring Nicky Bellamy 
on 01364 631323     
or email holnevillagehall@gmail.com

HOLNE VILLAGE HALL

SOUP LUNCH   
Friday 7th December         

12 - 1.30pm    £5
Soup, bread, cheese with Tea/Coffee         

    
 

Whist Drives  are held in the Village 
Hall every Thursday evening  
from 7.15 - 9.30pm   All welcome.

Holne 
Second-Hand Books 
Hill Top,  Butts Cross,  Holne

If you have any books, CDs, DVDs to  
donate please leave at Hilltop 

Hilltop  at any time.  

Open most days and weekends. 
Mike and Gill Cunniam (01364 631152)

Supporting Devon Air Ambulance and  
Holne Community projects.
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Ashburton Chimney Sweep

 

   Available for Weddings

Very clean         Experienced      
Reasonable rates      

Satisfaction Guaranteed

For your free quote, please call
Tel: 01364 653440  
or 07791 737161

All aspects of  

ANDREW SELLEY ANDNDDRDREREEWEW SESELELEE LLLELEYEYEEY
Plumbing & Heating 

All aspects of p

plumbing & heating undertaken: 

A 

P P
H 

P
S 

plummbing & heating under

A

PP
SSS

Installation  

Maintenance 

Repair   Repair  

FAST, FRIENDLY  RIENDLYY 

AND RELIABLE!! 

07845344068 

,

0784078
Mob. 

andrewselley@hotmail.co.uk 

43 FORE STREET BUCKFASTLIGH TQ11 0AA 01364 643242 

Sales Service Rentals 

Rental Centre:  
Why buy when you can rent. Low monthly payments, 
 no service worries, keep up to date with upgrades .  

Rentals subject to status. 

Appliance Repairs 
Washing Machine, Tumble Dryers 
Dishwashers, Refrigeration 
All Manufactures 

All your Electrical needs in one place.  
Large showrooms for all Appliances from TV’s to Washing Machines, 

TumbleDryers, Cookers and Fridge Freezers. Your Local Euronics Centre 
Fast same day/next day  FREE DELIVERY

www.jsearle.co.uk 
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Holne Garden Group   
Christmas Lunch on December 19th

at The Dartmoor Lodge meeting at 12 for 12.30pm
Partners are welcome. We have the Christmas menu and  

  will be choosing from the main and sweet courses.
                           Please contact Gill or Judy as soon as possible to book, choose your 

Sunday 23rd December: open 11-5pm
(Shop and Tearoom)

Monday 24th December: open 11-1pm (Shop only)
Tuesday 25th December: closed

Wednesday 26th December: closed
Thursday 27th/ Friday 28th December open 11-5pm

(Shop only) 
Saturday 29th/Sunday 30th December: open 11-5pm

(Shop and Tearoom)
Monday 31st December: open 11-1pm (Shop only)

Tuesday 1st January: closed
Wednesday 2nd January: open 11-5pm (Shop only) 

HOLNE COMMUNITY 
SHOP &  TEAROOM
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           ALL PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN  PRIVATE WATER SUPPLIES – FITRATION & PH CORRECTION  
          
           
          NEW BATHROOM REFURBISHMENTS –  WETROOMS &  
             UNDERFLOOR  
          OIL BOILER BREAKDOWN REPAIRS           

           

   
       
    :                

 

ANTON COAKER ENGLISH TIMBER LTD 
 

Oak Beams or whole oak frames, Douglas Fir, Ash, Chestnut, Sycamore etc 
Green oak etc cut to order, air-  

ALL ENGLISH TIMBER 
 skinny offcuts 

 

SHERBERTON BEEF 
OUR OWN ANIMALS sold direct to you, fresh or frozen 

 
Sherberton Farm, Hexworthy 

 - k 

 

Some things to do in December 

• Leave odd heaps of leaves in 

corners for hedgehogs 

• Feed the birds 
• Insulate garden taps 

• Clean moss & lichen from paths 

• Prune deciduous trees, shrubs & 

tall bush roses 
• Don’t forget to have a very 

merry Christmas! 
Andy     .
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Church Services -  see Page 6 for details

St Raphael, Huccaby  

There But Not There

seated Perspex silhouette donated by Dartmoor Forest Parish Council.  This silhouette 
represented a Mr F Cleave, named on the war memorial at Princetown, and whose address 
at the time of his death was The Forest Inn, Hexworthy.

families.

Carol Service
Final reminder about the Carol Service on 
Friday 21st December at 6pm.  This will be 
a candlelit service together with light and 
heat from the wood burning stove.  Mark 
and Mandy Rylands will be leading the 
celebrations.
There will be mulled wine and home-made 
mince pies after the service and we hope 
that you and your friends and family will be 
able to join us in this wonderful start to the 
Christmas weekend.
If you would like to do a reading, we are 
always looking for volunteers, so please let 
us know.  (Churchwarden details at front of 
magazine).

Christmas Presence
The children are tucked up in bed
The winter night draws on
The Saviour of the world is born
To us on Christmas morn.

The word of God is given
To us, to cheer our hearts this day
God whispered love to all.
A present wrapped around the tree

Be careful how you open it

Be ready now to live for Him
The light of Christ to gain.
(By kind permission of  
               the Revd. Preb. Nick Shutt)
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Glass, Locks and Security

Ashburton
Glass & Locks.co.uk

 

 

Telephone:  01364 631572
Mobile:  07786 355682

Morris Bros. 
(Tavistock) Ltd 

Established in 1870 
  

Your local independent Funeral Director is 
owned & run by the Morris Family, now in its 
fifth generation.  Mr Simon Luke provides a 
professional, efficient & sensitive service to the 
people of Tavistock & surrounding areas.  Call 
for a 24 hour personal service on 

01822 
612023 

The Old Bedford Foundry, 
Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ 

  

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available   
  

www.morrisbros.co.uk 

 Physiotherapy 

Stroke, Head injury, Parkinson's 
Disease, Multiple Sclerosis and 
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Date Time Reader Teas Flowers - Altar Windows
2nd December 16.00 Christingle at Widecombe
9th December 12.00 Peter Norma
16th December 12.00 Patrick Norma
23rd December 16.00 TBA TBA Christmas - Everyone please
24th December 23.30 TBA TBA Christmas
30th December Parish Communion at Asburton Christmas

Church Services -  see Page 6 for details

St John the Baptist, Leusdon

Coffee Morning and Stalls
We hold our Coffee 

Wednesday of every 
month.  
It is a great opportunity 
for a community to  
get together for a couple of hours, and 
buy our homemade preserves includ-
ing Marmalade, Jam and Chutney. Also 
great selection of paperbacks for just 
40p, puzzles, bric a brac and  nearly 

Weds 5th December 
10  -  12  Admission £1  (includes tea/coffee etc) 

Hiring Leusdon Memorial Hall
The Hall can take up to 100 people for 
functions or events. Inside there is a 
large, well equipped kitchen with plenty 
of worktop space. Outside parking 
is available for many vehicles. Level 
access for wheelchairs and the less 
able-bodied.

For more information or booking  
 

Amanda on 01364  631432

Whist Drive Dates
At Leusdon Memorial Hall
Mondays 5th & 19th November

Badminton Dates
Leusdon Memorial Hall at  7.30pm
Mondays 12th & 26th November

Leusdon Memorial Hall Update
November coffee morning made £157.75

Many thanks to Norma and her Team.. 
Next s Wed 5th December (see above)
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CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Do you love singing Christmas carols?
Would you like to learn the descants?

From early November, we will be feasting 
on Christmas carols every week, 

7.30 pm on Wednesdays 
in Leusdon Memorial Hall.

No audition - no need to read music - just

For more info. phone Beth 01364 621334

The Old Clapper Bridge, Postbridge

Meetings
Parties

Available
for Hire

Special rate for Postbridge Residents
Please call     Jackie Gee  01822 880224

POSTBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

PRINCETOWN COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE 
All are welcome to the annual Princetown Community Carol Service which will be held 

Road, Princetown, Devon, PL20 6QD

Please be aware that the church is not heated so make sure 

After the service, refreshments will kindly be provided by 
High Moorland WI. 

    

ALL  ABOUT    

C A NIN E S

TEACHING PEOPLE  
HOW TO LIVE & WORK  

WITH THEIR DOGS

PENELOPE LOCKE
 TRAINER

Home Consultations and Private Training
Phone: 07846 756555   Email: penlocke@aol.com

www.allabout-canines.com
Let me teach you how to bring your dog peace.

You will work with your dog’s nature, using their gentle, clear & consistent 
language. By learning to develop a mutual understanding, you will effect 

your dog’s behaviour and thus their life experience forever.
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:  Steve Cox.  : 01822 258549 
: clerk@dartmoorforestpc.net. Website: www.dartmoorforestpc.net 

Alex Rehaag, West Devon Borough Council 
(WDBC), updated the meeting on the potential of affordable, housing development for 
local people on the old stores site near Moorland View, Princetown.  This is at an early 
stage of discussion and would require community support and an updated housing 
needs survey, to determine what kind of housing would be required. The development 
could be for around 12 dwellings and for low rent or purchase and limited to those 
with a strong connection to Princetown. Concern was raised from some members of 
the public about potential access and parking issues due to the narrow road leading to 
the site. 

 Cllr. Annabel Roberts, West Devon Borough Councillor for 
Dartmoor ward, updated the meeting on WDBC’s recent plans on how to manage 
public toilet costs and its potential impact to Princetown and Dartmoor Forest Parish 
Council. WDBC had agreed that Parish and Town Councils are requested to either 
assume responsibility for the public toilets in their area, including a transfer of the 
freehold or leasehold property, or to make a contribution towards the cost of running 
public toilets equivalent to 75% of all direct costs (which includes staff and 
management costs). This is with effect from the next financial year.  It was also 
resolved that the 75% contribution be increased over the following three years to 
reach a point where full costs are covered by Town and Parish Councils. This could 
result in the DFPC precept increasing by £13,496 on 2018/19, a 78.11% increase. The 
Clerk presented some approximate estimates on the impact to each individual 
household in the parish; in 2018/19 the precept would increase from £44 to £80, rising 
to £106 in 2022/23 if the council assumed 100% of service costs. WDBC are 
investigating the introduction of ‘paddle gate’ or turnstile type entry, which should 
increase the revenue of the facility and therefore reduce the running costs. However, 
no estimates of the potential impact of this were available at the meeting. 
The council resolved to communicate to West Devon Borough Council that they are 
not supportive of their proposal, for the public toilet in Princetown to be transferred to 
the parish council OR for the parish council to increase its contribution to 75% of all 
direct costs, increasing over the following three years to reach a point where full costs 
are covered by the council. The council resolved that Dartmoor National Park 
Authority, as the freeholders of the toilets in Princetown, should be responsible for 
paying the running costs of the facility and request that West Devon Borough Council 
raise this directly with them. 

.  These are available to view at 
http://www.dartmoorforestpc.net/2018.html 

Members of the public 
are welcome and may speak during the public sessions.  The agenda will be published 
at http://www.dartmoorforestpc.net/next-meetings-agenda.html 
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Coffee Mornings   

at different venues around the 
area

Monday 10th December
  at Rundlestone Lodge, Princetown
  
  Monday 17th December
  Annual Christmas Dinner to be held at 
  Furzeliegh Mill, Buckfastleigh 
  at 12.30 for 1pm

Church Services -  see Page 6 for details

Postbridge Whist Drives
Whist Drives are held in the 
Village Hall at 7.30pm  on
Tuesdays 11th December
Learners are especially welcome.  
Entrance fee of £2.50 to include  
refreshments and prizes. 

The Postbridge Grand  
Christmas Whist Drive 

will be on Tuesday 18th December  
in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.  

Entry will be £3 and will include  
refreshments and prizes. 

St Gabriel, Postbridge
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High Moorland Women’s Institute,    Princetown
If you would like to be a part of a hugely respected organisation, 
come along to one of our monthly meetings for a taster to see if 
WI is for you, you would be more than welcome.  

details of the events listed above, please give me a call 01822 880395 or email 
susanjhammett@hotmail.co.uk.

Princetown History Club
meets 1st Tuesday of each month at  Princetown Community Centre at  7 for 7.30pm.

4th December      AGM and Christmas Meeting
For further information, please phone  Mr John Lissenden on 01752 847573 

The Quiz Night 
at The Warren House Inn

raised £620 for the 
Devon air ambulance

A huge thank you for 
everyone's support



29

St Pancras, Widecombe-in-the-Moor

Church Services -  see Page 6 for details

Date Time Sidesperson Coffee Flowers
2nd December 16.00 Beth Fenton -
9th December 10.30 Peter Blood Kriss and Peter
16th December 18.00 Dawn & Ronnie PCC Team
23rd December 10.30 Clare Born Jenny Pascoe 22nd at 0930 Flower Ladies 

25th December 10.30 Penny Whale - decorate for Christmas

THANK YOU from Di Cameron
Di Cameron would like, very belatedly, to thank the many people who sent cards and 
offered so much help and support following the tragic death of Richard. Such warmth and 
friendship is of great comfort and will always be remembered. To everyone my sincere 
and heartfelt thanks.

Widecombe Village Hall Steering Group (WVHSG) has 

 

 here   

 

 

   

Yvette Elliott   Sarah Reeve    

Richard Casey   Evie Edworthy 
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WIDDYTOTS
Widdytots is our local toddler group for children from 0-3 
years. It runs on a Friday from 1.30-3pm in the school hall; 
except on the 3rd Friday of the month when we join the 
preschool at Church House. 
Widdytots is a relaxed, informal parent and toddler group 
where you can turn up and chat with other parents whilst 
your children play. We provide hot drinks for parents and snacks for the little ones. 
Everyone is welcome.

months to 3 years it is £1.50 per child and 50p for siblings. 

Widdytots facebook page.

Come and join us 

Carol Service 
(nr Widecombe-in-the-Moor) 

 

 

 
all welcome 

Widecombe
Christingle

Sunday Dec 2nd  
at 4pm

Everyone welcome
young and old.



32



33

Widecombe & District Sports Group
Regular Bookings: Tuesday
            Thursday: 
Widecombe Tug of War Club  Training Tuesdays & Thursdays

Queries re tennis phone Di Cameron on 621218.
Please remember to wear soft soled shoes and to leave the court tidy with the net replaced. 
Report any damage immediately to Claire Partridge (Secretary) on 621468. Close all gates 
and replace the keys.  The court is available for members to use outside of these times, 
there is no longer a booking system so just turn up and play.     

Widecombe Pre-School
At Widecombe Church House, 

OFSTED inspected and highly 
rated sessions are designed to 
prepare your child for an easy 

and happy introduction to school.  

staff, we provide a safe and 
stimulating environment. 
Tues  9.15am - 3pm    

Weds  9.15 - 12.45pm  
Fri  9.15am  - 3pm

 

Church House Management  
Committee   Chairman - Mike Pascoe
To book the Hall please contact Rose Mortimore 01364 631238. 
Rates of Hire   (Local Events)
Daytime     £3.50 per hour     Evenings  £5.00 per hour          
All Day      £20.00 
These rates are for local non commercial events only. For 
other rates please ask the bookings secretary. 

Payment by cheque is preferred. Cheques to be made  
payable to Widecombe Church House Fund and sent to   
Sarah Reeve, Bonehill Cottage, Bonehill Lane,  
Widecombe-in-the-Moor, TQ13 7TD

 
please contact  Diana Cameron on 01364 621218

Widecombe Ladies Social Club

The Christmas Luncheon is at
Furzeleigh Mill, Buckfastleigh 

on Thursday 13th December 
at 12.30pm  

If anyone wants to come  
phone Rose on 631238 

 

Widecombe & District History Group
Meetings are held at the Church house 
in Widecombe on the 1st Wednesday of 
each month at 7.30pm.
Dec 5th Recreating the Domesday  
 parishes of Eastern Dartmoor and 
 special reference to Widecombe

Jan 9th

or email at   m.babington7@btinternet.com
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  Every Sunday   9am      Breakfast and Worship at Dunstone Chapel

  First Sunday in Month 3pm Service at Poundsgate Chapel  

Come and join us for these services as everyone is most welcome. 

warm welcome  awaits you and there will be tea and cakes afterwards.

                       See Page 31 for details of Carol Service

   

 

 

Dunstone & Poundsgate Methodist Chapels
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               4 Buckfast Close
               Buckfast
               TQ11 0EW
Phone    01364 643330
email      link@marionkaye.com

Thank you to all those who make donations to the Parish Link. Commercial advertising  
and donations ensure that the Link continues to be provided free of charge throughout  

the Moorland Team. If you would like to make a donation, please contact the editor.

cover repair, maintenance and replacement costs of printing machinery for the Parish Link.

Last  . . .   but not least . . . 

PARISH LINK ADVERTISING COSTS

Sixth Page 61x60mm £7.50 £80 
Quarter Page 61x92mm £12 £125 
Half Page 128x92mm £20 £215
Please contact the Editor for information and 
availability of advertising space.

Groups and Individuals who support the Parish Link
Civil Service Retirement Group Postbridge Village Hall
Princetown History Society Widecombe  Church House Committee
Dartmoor Forest Parish Council Leusdon Memorial Hall
Moorland Merrymakers Various anonymous donations
Buckland-in-the-Moor Soup Club High Moorland WI
Widecombe History Group Leusdon Short Mat Bowls
Holne Parish Council Holne Fete Committee
Widecombe Fair Committee Widecombe Ladies Social Group
Friends of Widecombe School Widecombe Sports Group
Holne Village Hall Committee Holne Garden Group 
Holne Second-Hand Books Widecombe Parish Council 

Final Copy date
 

Sunday  9th December
but please send as early as you can by post or email.
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CARROLL CLEANING SERVICES 
SINE FUCO ET FALLACIIS CONDUCIMUS 

Established 1985 

WINDOW CLEANING & 
SOLAR & PV PANELS,  

 TENNIS COURTS & OUTDOOR SPORTS SURFACES. 

                01647 277584                

07771 761125 
info@carrollcleaning.co.uk 
www.carrollcleaning.co.uk 

BRIDGE PARK, DARTMOOR, TQ13 9TW 

01626 832734

The Hollies, Avenue Road, Bovey Tracey  TQ13 9BQ

Newton Abbot Office: 
13 Market Street, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 2RL 

Tel: 01626 353881 / Fax: 01626 365030 
Email: newtonabbot@rendells.co.uk 

Chartered Surveyors - Estate Agents - Letting Agents - Land Agents - Commercial Agents - 
Livestock Specialists - Fine Art  - Smallholders Markets - Farm & Machinery Sales - 

Valuers - Auctioneers  
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